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Course Description 

 

 This is an introductory course in the art and science of biblical sermon methodology with 

an emphasis on the process of developing biblically based expository sermons that will address 

contemporary needs.   

 

Course Outcomes 

 

 Upon the completion of this course, the student should be able to: 

 1.  Define expository preaching. 

 2.  Identify and discuss the steps in preparing an expository sermon. 

 3.  Construct an expository sermon. 

 

 Textbooks 

 

An English translation of the Bible:  The New King James Bible is the recommended biblical 

text for assignments.   

 

Robinson, Haddon W.  Biblical Preaching. 2d ed. Grand Rapids:  Baker Book House, 2001. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

1.  Prepare a first draft sermon before you start the class. 

 

Sermon #1 

 This sermon should be a full manuscript with an introduction, body, and closing.  The 

student may select any text they desire.  It is recommended that the student choose a text from 

which they are comfortable building a sermon.  This sermon manuscript will not be graded based 

on the quality of work. This class cannot be completed without the completion of this 

assignment.   

 

2.  Read the textbook and complete the study guide. 

 

3.  Prepare a textual analysis of the text that was selected for sermon #1.  A model will be 

provided in class for the successful completion of this requirement.       

 

 

 



4.  Prepare a final draft sermon after the completion of all classes.   

 

Sermon #2 

 This sermon should be a full manuscript with an introduction, body, and closing.  The 

text for this sermon will be the same text that was selected for sermon #1.  This sermon 

manuscript will be graded based on the quality of work. A model will be provided in class for the 

successful completion of this requirement.   

 

Grading 

 

Sermon #1   10% 

 

Study guide   25% 

 

Textual analysis  25% 

 

Sermon #2   40% 

 

 

Miscellaneous Information 

 

 1.  All work should be typed in Times New Roman (12 font)   

 2.  My contact information is as follows:  email – brfloyd@ftc-i.net.   
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TEXTUAL ANALYSIS WORKSHEET 

TEXTUAL ANALYSIS                                                                        Passage ________ 

  I. Historical Analysis 

 1.  Author of the book: 

 

 

 2.  Date of the book: 

 

 

 3.  Audience of the author: 

 

 

 4.  Purpose of the book: 

 

 

 II. Literary Analysis 

 1.  General context of the passage: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 2.  Immediate context of the passage: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Exegetical Analysis 

 1.  The subject: 

 

 

 2.  The complement: 

 

 

 3.  The big idea: 



 

 

Sample Outline 
Title:  Prepared For Use 

Text:  1 Kings 17 

Subject:  How does God bring us to a place to be used in His Kingdom? 

Complement:  God prepares us. 

Exegetical Idea:  In order for God to use Elijah in His kingdom, He had to prepare Elijah.  

Big Idea:  In order for God to use us in His kingdom, He must prepare us for that use.   

Purpose Statement:  A listener should know that God takes them through difficult  circumstances 

to build trust so that He can prepare them for future use in His Kingdom.   

 

Introduction:  Nearly everything that we use goes through a preparation process before it ever 

gets to us to be used.  For example, pottery goes through a very extensive preparation process 

before it is ever placed on a shelf to be sold.  Baseball bats, that we often pickup without giving 

any thought to how they were made, go through a long process before they reach our hands.  

Items that we use on a daily basis go through a process of preparation before they are ever used 

by us.  Do you realize that before you are ever used by God you must be prepared by God for His 

use?  When we begin the Christian journey, we don’t enter the journey being fully prepared for 

every type of ministry that we will be a part of.  God has to prepare us for His use. 

 

Transition: In this text, we see Elijah used by God. 

Body of the Outline 

   I.  Elijah is used by God. 

        A.  Elijah is in the home of a widow at Zarephath. 

 1.  Elijah is staying with a widow in Zarephath during a very severe drought.    

 (We will learn how he got to this place later, but right now we want to   

 focus on how God used Elijah.)  After Elijah has been there awhile, her   

 young son dies. 

 2.  This mother then takes her young son, who is dead, to Elijah.  The mother   

 felt she was the reason why her son had died.   

        B.  Elijah is used by God to restore life to the young boy. 



 1.  Elijah takes the young boy from his mother and takes him to the room in   

 which he is staying.   

 2.  There Elijah begins to seek God.  God hears and answers the prayer of   

 Elijah.  God uses Elijah to restore life back to the young boy.  This is the   

 first recorded account of a person being brought back to life in the    

 scriptures.  God uses Elijah. 

Transition: We see this wonderful miracle and we say how wonderful it would be to be used by 

God.  But have we ever stopped to think about the preparation process that preceded this 

miracle?  Have we ever reflected on what Elijah went through to get to this place of restoring the 

life of this young boy?  How did God prepare Elijah for this moment? Before Elijah ever raised 

this dead boy, God had been preparing Elijah for use in His kingdom.  Let us look at the 

preparation process.   

 

 II.  God prepared Elijah at the brook Kerith. 

        A.  Elijah steps on the scene of Israel’s history in the early part of 1Kings 17.   

 1.  Before Elijah ever raised this young boy to life, Elijah had gone through a   

 preparation process.    

  2.  We encounter Elijah on the pages of scripture for the first time in 1Kings   

  17:1.  Elijah is introduced as Elijah the Tishbite of Gilead.  As he steps on   

  the scene he proclaims to King Ahab that there is going to be a drought in   

  the land.  This proclamation would have been a direct blow to baalism,   

  which was so rampant in Israel at this time. Baal-worshipers believed that   

  their god was the god of rain.  For Elijah to say there would be no rain was   

       an outward denial of the power of Baal. 

        B.  Elijah is instructed by God to go to the brook Kerith. 

 1.  After giving this word to Ahab, Elijah is instructed to go into hiding.  God   

 tells him to go to the brook at Kerith.   



 2.  At this brook, God is going to sustain Elijah by the ravens.   

        C.  Elijah obeys the word of God. 

 1.   Just as God said it came to pass.  God used ravens to sustain Elijah during   

 this time of drought.  This is a miracle that God is using birds and    

 especially ravens to sustain Elijah.  Ravens are known as birds that at   

 times forsake their own young.  If they will forsake their own young, it is   

 not likely they will provide food for someone else.   

  2.  Yet, God provides for Elijah and proves to Elijah His ability to sustain   

  him in the midst of famine. 

        D.  God was preparing Elijah. 

 1.  God was using this miracle by the brook Kerith to prepare Elijah.  God had  

 placed Elijah in a difficult situation, but God was going to sustain him in   

 that situation.   

 2.  God was preparing Elijah. 

Transition: The brook dried up as a result of the drought and God spoke to Elijah once again.  

God spoke to Elijah and gave him further instructions.  God is going to continue the preparation 

process. 

 

 III.  God prepares Elijah at Zarephath. 

        A.  God had placed Elijah in a difficult place at Kerith, but now things become   

 more difficult for Elijah as he is instructed to go to Zarephath. 

 1.  This may not seem difficult at first glance, but let us look at it closer. 

 2.  Zarephath is located in the land of Sidon.  This is the home of Jezebel the   

 wife of Ahab.  Elijah is in hiding and God is sending him to the homeland   

 of the enemy.  On top of this, Zarephath is the heart of baalism.  Elijah is   



 sent into the middle of enemy territory.  God is preparing Elijah by   

 revealing to Elijah that He can keep him in the midst of the enemy. 

       B.  Not only is this difficult because of location, but because of who is going to   

 provide for Elijah. 

 1.  Elijah had been sustained by the ravens up to this point.  Now, God is   

 going to use a widow to provide for him. 

 2.  A widow is normally among the poorest of the poor in this culture.  Yet,   

 God is going to provide for him through this most unlikely means.  God is   

 preparing Elijah. 

        C.  God provides for Elijah at Zarephath with the widow. 

 1.  When Elijah arrives at Zarephath, he encounters the widow and asked for   

 food and drink. 

 2.  The widow shares her desperate situation with Elijah.  Yet, Elijah    

 encourages her to go and cook for him and then for herself and her son.    

 She follows the instructions of Elijah and God provided for them    

 throughout the drought. 

        D.  God proves to Elijah that He can take care of him and provide for him in the   

 midst of the enemy. 

 1.  God has been preparing Elijah for His use.  He prepares him at Kerith.    

 Now God prepares him more at Zarephath.   

Conclusion:  Just as God carried Elijah through a process of preparation so that he could be used 

in the kingdom, God takes us through a preparation process to use us in His kingdom.  I have 

heard many people on different occasions say I wish I could teach like so and so or I wish I had a 

testimony like so and so.  You may wish that on the surface, but have you ever stopped and 

thought about the preparation process that those people have gone through to have that testimony 

or to teach like that?  In order to be used by God you must be prepared by God.  Tonight some of 



us have already gone through a preparation process and God is using us.  Others of us are in the 

preparation process tonight and we are saying Lord I don’t know what You are trying to teach 

me, but hurry up.  Then others of us are on the verge of going into the preparation process.  Let 

us cooperate with God as He prepares us and uses us for His kingdom.   

 


