
Old Testament Survey 

South Carolina Conference School Of Ministry 

Instructor: M. Dean Morgan 

 

Introduction To The Bible 

 

Meaning of “Bible” 

 

The word Bible can rightfully claim to be the great-grandson of the Greek word biblos, 

which was the name given to the outer coat of a papyrus reed in Egypt during the 

eleventh century B.C.  The modern English word Bible is derived from the old French, 

with the anglicized ending.  The word is thus the product of four stages of transliteration 

and transmission.  The term Bible is often used synonymously with “Scripture” or “Word 

of God”. 

 

Meaning of “Testament” 

 

It is divided into two parts called Testaments.  The Hebrew word for testament is berith, 

meaning “covenant, or compact, or arrangement between two parties.”  The Greek word 

diatheke is often translated “testament” in the KJV.  This is a poor translation and is one 

of the corrections made in newer versions of the Bible that regularly translate it as 

“covenant.”  The Old Testament was first called the covenant in Moses’ day (Exodus 

24:8).  Later, Jeremiah announced that God would make a “new covenant” with His 

people (Jeremiah 31:31-34), which Jesus claimed to do at the Last Supper (Matthew 

26:28, cf. 1 Corinthians 11:23-25; Hebrews 8:6-8). 

 

The relationship between the two covenants is well summarized by the famous statement 

of St. Augustine: “…the Old Testament revealed in the New, the New veiled in the 

Old…”  Or, as another has put it, “The New is in the Old contained, and the Old is in the 

New explained.” 

 

The divisions of the modern English Bible follow a topical rather than a chronological 

order, in contrast to the Hebrew Bible.  Yet, within that overall topical structure, there is a 

semi chronological listing of the books from Genesis through Revelation. 

 

Christ is not only the theme of both Testaments of the Bible, but He may also be seen as 

the subject in the sequence of each of the eight sections of the Scriptures. 

 

This book, which we call the Bible, contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way 

of salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, 

its precepts are binding, its histories are true, and its decisions are immutable.  Read it to 

be wise, believe it to be saving, practice it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, food 

to support you, and comfort to cheer you.  It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the 

pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword, and the Christian’s charter.  Here paradise is 
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restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its grand subject, our 

good its design, and the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart, 

and guide the feet.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure.  It 

is given you in life, will be opened at the judgment, and will be remembered forever.  It 

involves the highest responsibilities, rewards, the greatest labors, and condemns all who 

trifle with its contents.  It is the Word of the living God, and is: 

 

1. Indestructible: Matthew 24:35 

2. Incorruptible: 1 Peter 1:23-25 

3. Indispensable: Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Job 23:12 

4. Infallible: Matthew 5:18 

5. Inexhaustible: Psalm 92:5 

 

Behind and beneath the Bible, above and beyond the Bible, is the God of the Bible. 

 

The Bible is God’s written revelation of His will to men. 

 

Its central theme is salvation through Jesus Christ. 

 

The Bible contains 66 books, written by 40 authors, covering a period of approximately 

1600 years. 

 

Most books must be adapted to age but old and young alike love this Book. 

 

Most books are provincial and only interest the people in whose language it was written, 

but not this Book.  No one ever stops to think it was written in what are now dead 

languages. 

 

The Old Testament begins with God (Genesis 1:1).  The New Testament begins with 

Christ (Matthew 1:1).  From Adam to Abraham we have the history of the human race.  

From Abraham to Christ we have the history of the chosen race.  From Christ on we have 

the history of the church. 

 

Subject of the Bible: Redemption – Ephesians 1:3-14. 

 

1. Purposed and planned by the Father: 1 John 4:9, 10 

2. Accomplished by the Son: Matthew 20:28; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4 

3. Revealed by the Spirit: John 16:7-9, 13, 14 

 

God thought it, Christ wrought it, the Holy Spirit brought it, the devil fought it, but I got 

it! 

 

Purpose of the Bible:  

 

1. To provide a foundation for our faith: Romans 10:17 

2. To make us wise unto salvation: 2 Timothy 3:15 
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3. “For doctrine, for reproof, for correction, fro instruction in righteousness, that 

the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 

Timothy 3:16-17). 

 

It was written to the Jews (Romans 3:1, 2; 9:4, 5), and to the believer (1 Corinthians 

10:11; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17).  In other words, the Bible was written to everyone, especially 

me (Romans 15:4). 

 

How To Read The Bible: 
 

Read the Bible daily, not as a newspaper, but as a letter from your heavenly Father—as a 

letter from home. 

 

1. When a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within your reach, gather it. 

2. When a promise lies upon its pages as a blank check, cash it. 

3. When a prayer is recorded, appropriate it and launch it as a feathered arrow from 

the bow of your heart’s desire. 

4. When an example of holiness gleams before your eyes, ask God to do as much for 

you. 

5. When the truth of Christ is revealed in all its intrinsic splendor, entreat that His 

glory and beauty may irradiate the hemisphere of your life. 

6. If a portion is difficult to understand, don’t despair, ask the Holy Spirit to either 

give understanding then, or be patient to wait. 

 

The Bible can be read through completely in 72 hours and 40 minutes at the tempo 

usually read in public services.  The Old Testament can be read in 52 hours and 20 

minutes, and the New Testament in 18 hours and 20 minutes.  To read all the Psalms will 

take better than 4 hours.  And yet, there is such widespread ignorance of this Book!  

Everybody agrees it is the world’s best seller, and yet many know nothing about it.  If 

one is to show himself approved unto God, he must not only read this Book but study it 

as well, rightly dividing its truths, arriving not only at comprehension, but also at 

appropriation. 

 

Apart from any theory of inspiration or any theory of how the Bible books came to their 

present form or how much the text may have suffered in transmission at the hands of 

editors and copyists; apart from the question of how much is to be interpreted literally 

and how much figuratively, or what is historical and what may be poetical; if we will 

assume that the bible is just what it appears to be, and study its books to know their 

contents, we will find there a unity of thought which indicates that one mind inspired the 

writing and compilation of the whole series of books; that it bears on its face the stamp of 

its author; that it is in a unique and distinctive sense THE WORD OF GOD. 

 

Views of Inspiration of the Scriptures: 

 

The fate of the Bible is the fate of Christianity.  In every generation Christians have had 

their own battle to uphold the truthfulness of Scripture, and ours is no exception.  I 
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believe in the inerrancy of the Bible.  But there are others who do not, and it is well to 

consider their views.  When we encounter a modern-day view of the Bible we are thus 

encountering more than a view of Scripture.  One’s view of the Bible is so foundational 

that it will also be bound up with a total theology concerning God and man. 

 

1.  The liberal view.  It regards the Bible merely as a collection of human writings 

containing fallible human insights which under the scrutiny of reason and experience are 

subject of revision and even reversal as human understanding advances.  In this view the 

Bible is error-ridden, but nevertheless still bears human witness to God’s activities and 

inner illuminations to people in past days.  This view would “de-sex” the Bible, making it 

to read that males would not feel superior to the female.  “Our Father, which art in 

heaven,” would read, “Our parent…”  “Son of God” would be changed to “this Unique 

Being.” 

 

2.  The Existentialist or Neo-Orthodox view.  It identifies the Word of God not with 

biblical writings as such, but solely with Jesus Christ who is encountered existentially 

through the errant Scriptures.  There is recognition of Christ as the revelation of God, yet 

what has been written about Him was done by fallible human witnesses.  Such a belief 

would deny the bodily resurrection of Christ, His deity or the personal and triune nature 

or God. 

 

3.  The Historic and Evangelical View.  It affirms that God has not only acted receptively 

in history to reveal Himself, but He has also declared the meaning of His acts and life 

itself through the prophets and apostles.  Thus the Bible is both the inspired human 

witness of God’s revelation in the past as well as written revelation. Therefore, what the 

Bible teaches or affirms is the divinely authoritative Word of truth.  Since the Bible 

teaches us only truth from God, it is totally trustworthy (reliable, valid, or inerrant). 

 

4.  The Neo-Evangelical view.  It uses the language of Scripture to give the impression of 

a true belief in the inerrancy of Scripture, but stresses a “love for everybody, offend none 

regardless of their beliefs.”  It is not necessary to believe in the virgin birth or Christ, hell 

could be a figurative term, etc.  Doctrine is relatively unimportant.  This is a permissive 

age—no room for narrow-mindedness.  If the Bible doesn’t spell something out in “black 

and white,” then do it, regardless of example.  Overemphasize love.  Local churches are 

not important.  Theistic evolution is readily accepted.  This view says the Bible doesn’t 

really mean what it says. 

 

The fifth article of faith in the manual of the IPHC reads: “We believe in the verbal and 

plenary inspiration of the Holy Scriptures, known as the Bible, composed of 66 books 

and divided into two departments, Old and New Testament.  We believe the Bible is the 

Word of God, the full and complete revelation of the plan and history of redemption. 

 

It is verbal.  The classical text for inspiration in the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16) affirms that 

the writings are inspired.  Inspiration extends to the very words of Scripture.  The very 

words of Scripture were given by the Holy Spirit; that the writers were not left absolutely 

to themselves in the choice of words they should use. 
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It is Unbreakable.  You could say it is infallible.  Jesus said to the Jews, to whom He 

had quoted from Psalm 82, “Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35).  Scripture posses 

an authority so absolute in character that it cannot be broken. 

 

It is Irrevocable.  Jesus said, "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass 

away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled” 

(Matthew 5:18).  The claim is unequivocal; the message of the written word, including 

the smallest letters, must be fulfilled. 

 

It has final Authority.  The biblical writers and Jesus Himself claim that the written 

Word is the final arbitrator in matters of faith and practice.  Jesus quoted the Old 

Testament Scriptures with finality when resisting the tempter (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). 

 

It is Plenary.  It means full, complete, extending to every part.  All Scripture is equally 

inspired.  This borne out by the use of the inclusive phrases “it is written,” “the 

Scriptures,” “the law and the prophets,” “the Word of God” (cf. Mark 7:13). 

 

It has Complete Inerrancy.  The Bible is wholly true and without error.  Jesus said 

“Your word is truth” (John 17:17).  The psalmist said, “the law of the Lord is perfect,” 

and “the sum of your word is truth” (Psalms 19:7; 119:160).  To err is human, but the 

Bible is not a mere human book.  It is divinely inspired, and a divinely inspired error is a 

contradiction in terms. 

 

Let me give you some definitions here concerning translations: 

 

Translation – A translation is simply the rendering of a given composition from one 

language into another.  As an example, if the New Testament were translated into 

Spanish, it would be a translation. 

 

Literal Translation – This is a specific kind of translation.  It is one that expresses, as 

far as is possible, the exact meaning of the original words.  It is a word-for-word 

translation and therefore is more rigid in its renderings than a mere translation. 

 

Version – is a translation from the original language of a literary text into another 

language.  In this sense, the King James Version and the Rheims-Douay Version are 

actually not eve versions, the former being the fifth revision of Tyndale’s Version and the 

latter being a translation of the Latin Vulgate. 

 

Revisions or Revised Versions – These are works that are actually translated from one 

language, usually the original, and have been carefully and systematically reviewed and 

examined for the purpose of correcting errors or making other necessary emendations. 

 



Old Testament Survey, Page 6 

Paraphrase – they are free translations or restatements of sentences, passages, or works 

in an attempt to keep the original sense of the text while expressing its meaning more 

fully or clearly than could be done by a more literal translation. 

 

Unity of the Text 

 

There are 66 separate books bound in this one volume called the Bible.  These books 

were written by 40 writers over a period of almost 1600 years, separated by a distance of 

some 1500 miles.  The writers were of different classes, from the king upon his throne to 

the humble fisherman with hard, horny hands.  Portions were written in Babylon, the 

capital of the Chaldean monarchy.  Some were written in Jerusalem, the capital of Israel’s 

kingdom.  Other parts were written in the wilderness where Israel wandered in Rome, in 

Asia Minor, in prison, and in scattered parts of Palestine. 

 

Though the Bible was written by 40 writers, over a period of 16 centuries, and in many 

places, it is ONE Book.  It bears witness to ONE God, it tells ONE continuous story, it is 

ONE progressive unfolding of truth, it speaks of ONE redemption, and has ONE theme – 

the person and the work of Jesus Christ.  There is perfect harmony of the writers who 

wrote during this period of many centuries.  How can we account for such unity?  The 

answer—“Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 

 

Universal Appeal 

 

Other “so-called” sacred writings of various religions appeal only to the cultural 

backgrounds of their founders, and are designed primarily to meet social needs.  Hence, 

and oriental religion would have very little meaning for one say, in the west.  But the 

Bible meets the need of the individual heart, no matter who the individual might be or 

where they might live. 

 

Perennial Freshness 

 

Though the story is old, its message is new, and for centuries its promises have given 

spirit and life to those who have sought and still seek the deep thoughts of God (John 

6:36; Psalm 92:5).  God’s mercies are new every morning, and daily through His Word 

He loads His benefits upon those who have experienced His “so great salvation” 

(Lamentations 3:23; Psalm 68:19). 

 

Scientific Accuracy 

 

The question is often raised as to the scientific accuracy of the Bible, and it is sometimes 

disposed of by saying that the Word of God is not a scientific textbook.  It is not, but it 

does make some scientific statements.  When rightly interpreted, these statements 

harmonize with all the known facts relating to the physical constitution of the earth, 

planetary and stellar worlds, man and his complex nature, lower animals, plants and 

vegetable life.  There is no discrepancy between true Science and the Scriptures. 
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Archaeology 

 

Discoveries have confirmed the historical accuracy of the Bible, and have been helpful in 

illuminating many customs of antiquity.  To date, no archaeological discovery which 

relates to biblical records has ever repudiated the Word of God!  The testimony of 

archaeology to the truthfulness or credibility of the Scriptures may be regarded as 

confirming evidence of their inspiration. 

 

The Bible is “God’s First Aid Kit.” 

 

a. If sudden trouble comes, one can instantly apply Hebrews 12:5-11 

b. If loneliness and fear steal over one’s heart, a good stimulant can be found in 

Psalm 91 

c. If one is suffering from loss of memory and cannot remember the goodness of 

God, he can take a good does of Psalm 103 

d. In times of failing strength and courage, one can try two or three applications of 

Philippians 4:12, 13, 19 

e. If one finds a bitter taste in the mouth and cannot speak lovingly of others, 1 

Corinthians 13 is a good pill to swallow 

f. If the “thorn” in one’s flesh persists and complications seem to arise, one can rely 

on a tried remedy – God’s grace: 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 

 

Men keep trying with their own prescriptions to cure man’s inner needs, but failure 

awaits every case.  But God’s simple remedies, found only in the Bible, have never 

failed.  “Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in 

Him!” (Psalm 34:8). 

 

The purpose of God in redemption as revealed in the Scriptures is to restore fallen, sinful 

man to God from whom he became estranged through sin; “to redeem them from all 

iniquity and purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14).  

Has this been done?  The history of the Christian Church replies in the affirmative!  The 

early New Testament saints, John Bunyan, Martin Luther, the Wesley boys, Spurgeon, 

Moody, Billy Sunday, even myself, all have been transformed by grace divine, and attest 

to the avowed purpose of the Scriptures. 

 

A mechanic was ridiculed by an engineer for reading his well-worn Bible during the 

lunch hours.  Because he could not “prove” who wrote each book, the engineer sought to 

discredit God’s Word.  Finally the mechanic asked the engineer who wrote the 

multiplication table.  “I don’t know,” replied the critic.  Asked if he used it, he had to 

admit that he did.  Asked why he relied upon something whose author was unknown to 

him, he heatedly replied, “It worked in my profession.”  And so the mechanic said, “For 

that same reason I believe the Bible—it works out all right in my life.” 

 

The Bible is primarily a history of man’s redemption, not a history of man. 

 

Divisions of the Bible 
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The division into chapters and verses as we find the arrangement today was made about 

the year 1550 by Robert Stephens, a printer of Paris.  We do not find these divisions in 

the original.  The King James Version of the Bible contains 66 books – 39 in the Old 

Testament and 27 in the New.  There are 31,173 verses, 774,746 words, and 3,566,480 

letters in the entire Bible.  The longest chapter is Psalm 119, and the shortest, and middle, 

is Psalm 117.  The longest verse is Esther 8:9, and the shortest is John 11:35.  The middle 

verse in Scripture is Psalm 118:8, and contains a message for all: “It is better to trust in 

the Lord than to put confidence in man.” 

 

Christ quotes from 22 Old Testament books: in Matthew, 19 times; in Mark 15 times; in 

Luke, 25 times; in John 11 times. 

 

The book of Hebrews quotes the Old Testament (quotations or allusions) 85 times. 

 

Revelation quotes the Old Testament 245 times. 

 

It is curious fact that Ezra 7:21 contains all the letters of the alphabet except j. 

 

The 12 principal places around which the history of the Old Testament is written are: 

 

1. Eden 

2. Ararat 

3. Babel 

4. Ur of the Chaldees 

5. Canaan (with Abraham) 

6. Egypt (with Joseph) 

7. Sinai 

8. Wilderness 

9. Canaan (with Joshua) 

10. Assyria (captivity of Israel) 

11. Babylon (captivity of Judah) 

12. Canaan (Palestine—return of the exiles) 

 

The study of the Bible is a lifetime occupation.  Such a study as this can serve only as an 

introduction, a sort of orientation within which the student may pursue independent 

studies as far as his time will permit. 

 

Unfortunately, many give lip service to the Bible who do not read it systematically, or 

with care.  Maude Frazer Jackson has noted this attitude in the form of a poetic question: 

 

What if I say—The Bible is God’s Holy Word; 

Complete, inspired, without a flaw— 

 But let its pages stay 

 Unread from day to day, 

And fail to learn there from God’s law; 

What if I go not there to seek 
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 The truth of which I glibly speak, 

 For guidance on this earthly way,-- 

 Does it matter what I say? 

 

Bible Study 

 

First, the Bible must be studied with an open mind, and a heart receptive to its message.  

Much depends upon the attitude with which one approaches his study of Scripture.  

Prejudice and a closed mind are sure to result in disappointment.  A sincere desire for 

understanding and guidance is the best key to unlock the treasures of God’s Word. 

 

Second, the Bible should always be studied with the thought in mind that the Book is its 

own best interpreter.  Each verse or incident must be understood in the light of the whole 

Bible as well as its immediate context.  Scripture is like a railroad ticket, “not good if 

detached.” 

 

Third, different translations or versions will be found helpful in determining the meaning 

of the original.  Obviously, knowledge of Hebrew and Greek is most helpful in studying 

the meaning of Bible passages. 

 

Fourth, personal interpretations ought to be checked by reference to some of the leading 

commentaries.  Naturally, each commentary may be of unequal value in different 

portions.  As is usually true, “in the multitude of voices there is wisdom”, and the errors 

or excesses of one commentator are corrected by others. 

 

Fifth, no one can hope to make any kind of systematic personal study of the Bible 

without frequent recourse to concordances. 

 

Finally, there will be occasions when the careful Bible student will wish to make use of 

biblical encyclopedias or dictionaries, and a biblical atlas. 

 

Preach The Bible 
 

I am greatly disappointed with some preachers of today, 

 With their logic and their ethics, their aristocratic way; 

With their science and their theories and their new theology, 

 Full of everything but Jesus and His love for you and me. 

 

There is plenty in the bible for preachers of today 

 If they will but search its pages and for help Divine would pray; 

For God’s Word is everlasting—it never will grow old, 

 ‘Tis indeed a priceless treasure—far more precious than gold 

 

If the preachers in our churches would preach Jesus crucified, 

 How through love for us He suffered and through love for us He died, 

Then our lives would not be empty as so many are today, 
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 But be filled to overflowing in a Pentecostal way! 

 

What we need is just plain gospel, in the good old-fashioned way, 

 Place of Emerson and Shakespeare, or topics of the day. 

What care we for all their sayings, or teachings true and tried? 

 We want the dear old story of the Savior crucified! 

 

What we need is consecration in a good true man of God, 

 With a Bible education, and a love for God’s dear Word; 

Who can lead us and direct us to the truth, the Life, the Way, 

 Who brings peace to soul and body through the burdens of the day. 

 

This alone can save the sinner, this alone can set men free, 

 Just the precious dear old story of God’s love for you and me; 

That is what the people’s needing, that is where the crowds’ll be, 

 Where they hear the same old story that they heard at mother’s knee. 

 

Mastering The Contents Of The Old Testament 
 

Here is a bit of rhyme which will give you a clue to the contents of each of the books of 

the Old Testament: 

 

Pentateuch 

 In Genesis the world was made, 

  In Exodus the march was told; 

 Leviticus contains the law, 

  In Numbers are the tribes enrolled; 

 In Deuteronomy again 

  We’re urged to keep God’s law alone. 

 And these five books of Moses make 

  The oldest writings that are known. 

Historical Books 

 Brave Joshua to Canaan leads, 

  In Judges oft the Jews rebel; 

 We read of David’s name in Ruth, 

  And First and Second Samuel; 

 In First and Second Kings we read 

  How bad the Hebrew state became; 

 In First and Second Chronicles, 

  Another history of the same. 

 In Ezra captive Jews return, 

  While Nehemiah builds the wall; 

 Queen Esther saves her race from death. 

  These books “Historical” we call. 

Poetical Books 

 In Job we read of patient faith, 
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  In psalms are David’s songs of praise; 

 The Proverbs are to make us wise; 

  Ecclesiastes next portrays 

 How vain fleeting earthly pleasures are; 

  The song of Solomon is all 

 About the love of God, and these 

  Five books “Poetical” we call. 

Prophetical Books 

 Isaiah tells of Christ to come, 

  While Jeremiah tells of woe, 

 And in his Lamentations mourns 

  The Holy City’s overthrow. 

 Ezekiel speaks of mysteries, 

  While Daniel foretells kings of old; 

 Hosea calls men to repent; 

  In Joel, judgments are foretold. 

 Amos tells of wrath, and Edom 

  Obadiah is sent to warn, 

 While Jonah shows how Christ should rise, 

  And Micah where He should be born; 

 In Nahum, Nineveh is seen, 

  In Habakkuk, Chaldea’s guilt; 

 Zephaniah, Judah’s sins, 

  Haggai, the temple’s built. 

 Zechariah tells of Christ, 

  And Malachi of John, his signs. 

 The Prophets number seventeen, 

  And all the books are thirty-nine. 
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Genesis: The Book Of Beginnings 

 

First let me say something about the Pentateuch.  The first five books of the Bible are 

given the Greek title “Pentateuch,” or “Five Rolls,” taken from the Septuagint version.  

These books as a unit trace the origin of both the earth and mankind in general, and then 

describe the call of God’s chosen people.  They relate God’s dealings with Israel, the 

nation which was to be the channel through which all mankind might come to know of 

the one Redeemer.  In these five introductory books, we watch the beginnings and 

development of the chosen nation, as the people were trained and prepared to enter their 

Promised Land.  Genesis explains their origin and beginnings in general; Exodus, their 

deliverance or “way out” from bondage; Leviticus, their worship, directed by the Levites; 

Numbers, their organization and wilderness wanderings; and Deuteronomy, the second 

giving of the Law in preparation for the entrance into Canaan. 

 

The Hebrews called these books the Torah, which was their word for “Law.” 

 

In the Pentateuch we note the following: 

 

1. God speaking His word to reveal truth 

2. Supernatural intervention to promote faith and confidence 

3. Institution of moral and civil laws to preserve society 

4. The Tabernacle, for God to dwell among His people 

5. The Priesthood and sacrifices to promote obedience and separation 

6. Memorial feasts to remind of the past, present, and future 

7. Capable leaders to guide in His way 

 

Genesis 
 

The book is called “in the Beginning” by the Jews.  The Septuagint labels it “Genesis” 

because it recounts the beginning of the world and mankind.  It tells us the beginning of 

everything except God.  Another thing to notice is that it tells only of beginnings.  There 

is no finality here.  Upon its truths all the future revelation of God to man is built up. 

 

Satan appears to have special enmity for the book of Genesis.  No wonder the Adversary 

has bent his attacks upon it.  It exposes him as the enemy of God and the deceiver of the 

human race; it foretells his destruction; it depicts his doom (Chapter 3). 

 

Without Genesis our knowledge of a creating God would be pitifully limited; we would 

be woefully ignorant of the beginnings of our universe. 

 

Contents:  Genesis gives to us a divinely inspired account of direct creation; Adam’s sin 

and disobedience; the means of recovery through sacrifice and of the promised seed – 

Messiah; and an account of the state of the spiritual seed of faith in the time of the 

patriarchs, both before and after the flood to the time of Joseph in Egypt.  This book 
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starts with life (1:20-28) and ends with a coffin (50:26).  It has 50 chapters, 1,533 verses, 

and 38,267 words. 

 

Genesis shows that God first came down to create, then to do a work of redemption.  To 

create He had only to speak.  To redeem His fallen creature, He had to suffer.  He made 

man by His own breath; He saves him by His own blood.  When all around was life God 

spoke of death.  Now when all is death, He speaks of life. 

 

This book is a history of man’s failure.  But we find that God meets every failure of man.  

He is a glorious Savior.  We find that where sin abounded, grace did much more abound 

(Romans 5:20). 

 

Genesis gives us at least 2,000 years of record.  It is not entirely history; it is a spiritual 

interpretation of history.  In two chapters God flashes on the wall an account of the 

creation of the world and of man.  From there on we see the story of redemption.  God is 

bringing lost man back to Himself. 

 

Subject:  God’s works and ways in restoring a ruined earth and His ways with seven 

men: Adam, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. 

 

Purpose:  To introduce to us (typically) God’s purpose and plan in redemption: 3:15, 21; 

22:8 with Galatians 4:4, 5; John 1:29; Matthew 20:28. 

 

Outline:  The first 11 chapters cover well over 2,000 years in telling of the origin of the 

universe and the race of man.  From Genesis 12 through the remainder of the Old 

Testament is a period of approximately 2,000 years, dealing with Abraham and his 

family.  To God, Abraham and man in general are more important than the universe 

(Psalm 8:3-9). 

 

I.  The Beginning of the World: 1-11 

 A.  Account of Creation: 1:1-2:25 

  1.  Heaven: 1:1a 

  2.  Earth and the solar system: 1:1b-19 

  3.  Creatures: 1:20-25 

  4.  Man: 1:26-2:25 

 B.  Fall of Man: 3-5 

  1.  Sin’s entrance: 3 

  2.  Sin’s development: 4 

  3.  Sin’s result: Death: 5 

 C.  Flood: 6-9 

  1.  Corruption of man: 6 

  2.  Judgment: The Flood: 7, 8 

  3.  New Beginning: 9 

 D.  Nations: 10-11 

  1.  Their origin: 10 

  2.  Their rebellion: 11:1-9 
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  3.  Origin of the chosen Nation: 11:10-32 

II. The Beginning of the Nation Israel: 12-50 

 A.  Abraham: 12-23 

  1.  God’s call and Abraham’s obedience: 12-14 

  2.  Covenant made and received: 15, 16 

  3.  Covenant sealed by circumcision: 17-21 

  4.  Covenant confirmed by God’s oath: 22, 23 

 B.  Isaac: 21-27 

  1.  Miraculous birth: 21:1-3 

  2.  Offered by his father: 22:1-18 

  3.  Marriage and his family: 24-27 

 C.  Jacob: 27-36 

  1.  Vision at Bethel: 28 

  2.  Discipline at Haran: 29, 30 

  3.  Return to Bethel: 31-36 

 D.  Joseph: 37-50 

  1.  Exaltation in Egypt: 37-41 

  2.  Israel’s settlement in Egypt: 42-47 

  3.  Last days in Egypt: 48-50 

 

Writer: Moses  

 

To Whom Written: Israel in particular; mankind in general: Romans 15:4; 1 Corinthians 

10:11; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

 

Key Chapters:  1, Creation; 12, Abraham’s call. 

 

Key Verse: 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”  When one 

really believes this verse, he will have little difficulty believing all the rest of God’s 

Word.  This single verse refutes all the various false theories about origins that men have 

invented.  Thus: Atheism is false because God is a fact, a reality.  Materialism is false 

because matter had a beginning.  Pantheism is false because God was outside His 

creation.  Polytheism is false because there was only one God creating.  Evolution is false 

because heaven and earth were created. 

 

Key Word:  Beginning 

 

Key Thought:  The book of beginnings.  In Genesis we have the beginning of everything 

but God Himself.  Statements about creation – the beginning of heaven and earth, light, 

vegetation, and life (especially as it relates to man), are offered.  Questions concerning 

creation, sin, prophecy, judgment, redemption, work, a day of rest, marriage and the 

family, childbearing, death, sacrifice, faith and obedience, races and nations, language, 

science and arts, and the Jew, are answered in a simple and rational way in the first book 

of the Bible. 

 

Key Phrase:  In the beginning 
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Spiritual Thought:  Begin with God.  With Him all things are possible (Luke 1:37).  

Without Him we can do nothing (John 15:5b). 

 

Christ Is Seen As: 

 

1. Seed of the woman: 3:15 with Matthew 1:18-25; Galatians 4:4.  From Hem we 

receive a New Birth. 

2. The Seed of Abraham: 12:1, 2 with Galatians 3:29.  Through Him we enter into a 

New Family. 

3. Shiloh, our peace: 49:10 with John 16:33; Romans 5:1.  By Him we have a New 

Relationship. 

4. The Shepherd – the Stone of Israel: 49:24 with John 10:11.  With Him we have a 

New Leader. 

 

Types of Christ: 

 

1.  Adam, head of the human race – Christ, Head of the new creation: Romans 5:12-14; 1 

Corinthians 15:21, 22, 45; Galatians 3:22, 26.  There are at least 8 things that came as a 

result of Adam’s sin which have their complement in Christ: 

 

a. Servitude: 3:16 with Philippians 2:7 

b. Pain: 3:16 with Acts 2:24 

c. Curse: 3:17 with Galatians 3:13 

d. Sorrow: 3:17 with Isaiah 53:3 

e. Thorns: 3:18 with Mark 15:17 

f. Sweat: 3:19 with Luke 22:44 

g. Separation: 3:8 with Mark 15:34 

h. Death: 3:19 with Philippians 2:8 

2.  Adam and Eve – Christ and His Church: 2:23, 24 with Ephesians 5:31, 32 

3.  Coats of skin – an acceptable covering of the righteousness of Christ: 3:21 with 1 

Corinthians 1:30; 1 John 2:2; Revelation 19:8. 

4.  The Tree of Life: 2:9 with John 1:4; Revelation 2:7 

5.  Abel, who offered a more excellent sacrifice: 4:4 with Hebrews 11:4; 10:12 

6.  Noah’s Ark, an Ark of Safety: 7:1, 7, 16 with 1 Peter 3:20, 21 

 a. One Ark: 6:14a with: 

 One offering of Christ: 1 Peter 3:18; Hebrews 10:12 

 One gospel: 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Galatians 1:18 

 One Way: John 14:6 

 One Name: Acts 4:12 

b. One window – for light: 6:16a with John 8:12; 2 Corinthians 4:6 

7.  The Rainbow – God’s promise and assurance after the offering: 9:11-17 with 2 

Corinthians 1:20.  The rainbow reveals: 

 a. God’s mercy: 9:11 with 1 Corinthians 15:17-20 

 b. God’s fullness: 9:12 with Colossians 2:9 

 c. God’s faithfulness: 9:13 with Hebrews 1:3; 7:25; 8:13 
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8.  Melchizedek, the Priest-King: 14:18-20 with Hebrews 6:20; 7:1-17, 24, 25 

9.  Abraham: 

 a. Left home to begin a new people: 12:1-3 with Ephesians 5:25; Philippians 2:5- 

     8; 2 Corinthians 5:17a 

 b. Head of many nations: 17:5 with Galatians 3:6-9; Ephesians 3:14, 15 

10.  Isaac: 

 a. Birth predicted: 17:16 with Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23 

 b. Supernatural birth: 17:17 with Matthew 1:18-25 

 c. Named before birth: 17:19a with Matthew 1:21 

 d. Offered by his father: 22:1-14 with Hebrews 11:17-19 

 e. Willingly submitted: 22:6-8 with Philippians 2:5-8; Hebrews 10:5-17 

 f. Rebecca’s going to meet Isaac, sight unseen: 24:58-61 with our being caught   

     up to meet Christ, “Whom having not seen, we love”; 1 Peter 1:8 

 g. Isaac’s going to meet Rebecca: 24:62-67 with Christ’s coming for His bride: 1  

     Thessalonians 4:16-18 

 h. His marriage to Rebecca: 24:67 with Christ’s marriage to the church: 2        

     Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:25-32; Revelation 19:7-10 

11.  Ram caught in a thicker – a substitute: 22:13 with Hebrews 10:5-10 

12.  Joseph: 37-50 

 a. Loved by his father: 37:3 with Matthew 3:17; John 3:35 

 b. A shepherd: 37:2 with John 10:11-14; 1 Peter 2:21-25 

 c. Sent by his father to his brethren: 37:13, 14 with John 1:11; Luke 20:13;  

     Hebrews 10:7 

 d. Hated by his brethren: 37:4, 5, 8 with John 15:25 

 e. Life plotted against by his brethren: 37:8 with Matthew 26:3, 4; John 11:53 

 f. Was tempted: 39:7 with Matthew 4:1-11 

 g. Was falsely accused: 39:16-18 with Matthew 26:59, 60 

 h. Offered no defense: 39:20 with Isaiah 53:7 

 i. Placed with two prisoners – one of which was later lost – the other saved: 40:2,  

    3 21, 23 with Luke 23:32, 33, 39-43 

 j. Elevated to a place of glory after suffering: 41:14, 41 with Luke 24:13-27;  

    Philippians 2:9-11 

 k. Took a gentile bride: 41:45 with Ephesians 3:1-12 

 l. Forgave and restored their repentant brethren: 45:1-15; Micah 7:18, 19;   

    Zechariah 12; Revelation 1:7 

 

Joseph and his brethren depict the rejection of Christ by the Jews (John 1:11).  Later, 

their acceptance of Him depicts the Jews receiving Christ when they look upon Him 

whom they have pierced (Revelation 1:7). 

 

Types of the Holy Spirit: 

 

The servant of Abraham, Eliezer, sent to seek out and bring back a bride to Isaac: 24:2-67 

with John 16:13, 14 

a. Did not go unsent: vs. 2-9 

b. Went where sent: vs. 4, 10 
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c. Was wise to win: vs. 17, 18, 21 

d. Spoke not of himself: vs. 22, 34, 36 

e. Required a clear decision: vs. 49 

f. Led the bride to the groom: vs. 61-67 

 

Also worth noting is the building of the Tower of Babel, which typifies the uselessness 

on the part of any who try to reach heaven by their own works: 11:1-9 with Ephesians 

2:8, 9; Titus 3:5; John 14:6; Acts 4:12; Romans 10:9, 10. 

 

Archaeology: In records which relate to creation, both biblical and archaeological, none 

mentions or even hints at a theory of evolution.  No nations yet have been found with a 

tradition or a record to the effect that man descended from any of the lower forms of life! 

 

Size of Noah’s Ark: 6:15.  The discovery of Hezekiah’s conduit has made it possible to 

know the length of the cubit.  If the cubit was the same size in Noah’s day, his ark was 

450 ft. long, 75 ft. wide and 45 ft. high.  These dimensions are not out of reason when we 

consider that legendary tales about the ark made it much larger. One clay tablet tells of a 

six-story ark with nine compartments in each story.  A Grecian account makes the ark 

3,000 feet long and 12,000 feet wide!  The scientific accuracy of Noah’s ark is attested to 

by ships which are build in our present day – six times as long as they are wide. 

 

The Flood: There are no less than 33 separate records of a great deluge among people 

and races living today.  Of this number, only the Egyptian and Scandinavian records fail 

to coincide absolutely with Moses’ account.  Some appear weird and distorted, but they 

testify to at least four biblical truths: (1) God was offended by man’s wickedness; (2) 

there was an earth-covering flood; (3) there was an ark which saved an obedient man and 

his family; and (4) there was a new beginning for man. 

 

Seven Great Names and Messages are: 

 

1. Bow with Able at the cross of the slain lamb. 

2. Catch step with Enoch and walk with God. 

3. Believe God and launch out with Noah on God’s waters. 

4. Go forth with Abraham in faith. 

5. Dig wells with Isaac and get down to divine resources. 

6. Climb ladders with Jacob and see God. 

7. Be true like Joseph and live with God. 

 

There are three words which also might give us the outline of Genesis: 

 

1. Generation—In the beginning God (1:1) 

2. Degeneration—Now the serpent (3:1) 

3. Regeneration—Now the Lord (12:1) 

 

Genesis is the record of human failure, first in an ideal environment (Eden), then under 

the rule of conscience (from the fall to the deluge), and finally under patriarchal rule 
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(Noah to Joseph).  In every case of human failure, however, God met man’s need with 

marvelous promises of sovereign grace.  It is therefore fitting that the Bible’s first book 

should show us the failure of man under every condition met by the salvation of God. 

 

Some Seed Thoughts: 

 

1. The probability of life originating from accident is comparable to the probability 

of the unabridged dictionary resulting from and explosion in a printing shop! 

2. Woman was taken, not from man’s head that he might rule over her, nor from his 

foot that he might keep her in submission, but from his side, near his heart, that he 

might love her: 2:21-23; Ephesians 5:25-33. 

3. The temptation that caused Lucifer (Satan) to be cast out of heaven is a threefold 

pattern: Isaiah 14:12-17 

a. Saw the glory of God and the honor He received 

b. Desired in his heart to be above God 

c. Sought to take God’s place 

 

Eve saw the fruit, desired it, then took it: 3:6.  Lot saw the fertile plains of Jordan, desired 

to have them, and settled (took) there: 13:10, 11.  Achan’s sin was the same – “when I 

saw … then I coveted… and took them” (Joshua 7:21).  So was David’s sin with 

Bathsheba – he saw her nakedness, desired to have her, and then took her, 2 Samuel 11:2-

4.  Christ’s temptation followed the same pattern – a look at all the kingdoms, a desire to 

eat, and to take His life in His own hands in casting Himself from the pinnacle of the 

temple, Matthew 4:1-11.  It is the same pattern described by John (1 John 2:16): lust of 

the eyes – seeing; lust of the flesh – desiring; and pride of life – taking to have for self. 

 

The Word of God offers a three-fold pattern to overcome temptation: 

 

a. Use the Scriptures: Matthew 4:4, 7, 10; Psalm 119:11 

b. Watch and pray: Matthew 26:41.  If the devil could get Adam to yield to 

temptation when he was in an innocent state, how much more can he tempt us 

in our sinful state. 

c. Rely on God’s faithfulness, which will provide an “exit” for us: 1 Corinthians 

10:13 

 

4. Church members seen in the twelve tribes: 49:1-27 

a. Unstable Reuben’s: v. 3, 4 

b. Hurtful Simeon's and Levis: v. 5-7 

c. Praiseworthy Judah’s: v. 8 

d. Sympathetic Zebulun's: v. 13 

e. Burden-bearing and serving Issachar's: v. 14, 15 

f. Shrewd, crafty and backbiting Dan's: v. 16, 17 

g. Overcoming Gads: v. 19 

h. Nurturing Asher’s: v. 20 

i. Counseling Naphtali's: v. 21 

j. Fruitful and separated Josephs: v. 22-26 
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k. Destructive Benjamin’s: v. 27 

 

The “spiritual thought” for Genesis is “Begin with God.”  To begin with god, one must 

ask himself this question: “Where am I?”  When this question is answered truthfully and 

the right decision has been made, one can then “begin with god.”  Where are you? (3:9) 

This question was proposed to fallen Adam, and may be proposed to us.  All by nature try 

to hide from God, they cannot bear the glance in His eye, they tremble at His justice, hate 

His holiness, and are too proud to appeal to His mercy.  Where are you?  Are you in your 

natural state?  Then you are at enmity with God, and may at any hour be banished from 

the land of hope into dark and hopeless despair.  Are you wrapped up in the garments of 

self-righteousness?  Are you in Christ?  God is asking, “Where are you?”  No matter 

where you are, if you are not in Christ, there is no place of safety, no source of supply, no 

title to glory. 
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Exodus – The Book of Departure from Egypt 

 

The Greek translators call this second book of Moses “Exodus.”  By this name the 

Gentile world has known it ever since.  Exodus means “departure.”  The writer of the 

book of Hebrews recognizes this in referring to the exodus of Israel: “By faith Joseph, 

when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel” (Hebrews 

11:22). 

 

Exodus follows Genesis in much the same relation as the New Testament stands to the 

Old Testament.  Genesis tells of man’s failure under every test and in every condition; 

Exodus is the thrilling epic of God hastening to the rescue of man.  It tells of the 

redeeming work of a sovereign God. 

 

Exodus is preeminently the book of redemption in the Old Testament.  It begins in the 

darkness and gloom, yet ends in glory; it commences by telling how God came down in 

grace to deliver an enslaved people, and ends by declaring how God came down in glory 

to dwell in the midst of a redeemed people. 

 

Exodus assumes the existence of a previous record.  Its first six verses are a summary of 

the last five chapters in Genesis. 

 

Contents:  The principal things contained in Exodus are the accomplishments of God’s 

promises made to Abraham concerning the increase of his seed; the rigorous treatment of 

the Israelites and their suffering in Egypt; the Lord’s emancipating them from bondage; 

and the ordinances of Tabernacle worship appointed in the wilderness.  Throughout the 

whole, there is a figure and representation of the passage of the people of God out of 

spiritual Egypt through the wilderness of this world to victorious Canaan, and of the 

various things which they must meet in their journey. 

 

Character:  Law: Luke 24:44 

 

Subject:  Israel’s bondage, deliverance, and their relation to God: 6:6-8; 19:4-8; 24:1-7; 

25:8. 

 

Purpose: To teach us the necessity, method, and the result of God’s purpose in 

redemption (Ephesians 2:1-10). 

 

The book gives us the story of Moses, the great hero of God.  D.L. Moody said that 

Moses spent: 

 

 Forty years thinking he was somebody 

 Forty years learning he was nobody 

 Forty years discovering what God can do with a nobody. 
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Outline 
 

I.  Israel’s Deliverance from Egypt: 1-18 

 A.  Bondage – Egyptians oppress Israel: 1 

 B.  The Preparation from Deliverance: 2-6 

  1.  Birth and training of Moses: 2 

  2.  Call of Moses: 3, 4 

  3.  Mission to Pharaoh: 5, 6 

 C.  Conflict with Pharaoh: 7-12 

  1.  The ten plagues: 7-11 

  2.  The Passover: 12:1-36 

 D.  March to Sinai: 12:37 – 18:27 

  1.  Departure from Egypt: 12:27 – 14:31 

  2.  Stages of the March: 15-17 

  3.  Organization of the people: 18 

II. Israel’s Separation to God: 19-40 

 A.  Giving of the Law: 19-24 

  1.  Manifestation of God: 19 

  2.  Ten Commandments: 20 (Under the Law they labored first, then rested: 

                              20:8-11. Under Grace we first find rest in Christ, then work: Matthew 

                              11:28; Ephesians 2:8-10).    

  3.  Civil Law: 21-23 

  4.  Covenant of the Law: 24 

 B.  Instructions for the Tabernacle: 25-31 

  1.  Vessels and structure: 25-27 

  2.  Garments and consecration of the priests: 28:1-29:37 

  3.  Service of the tabernacle: 29:38-31:18 

 C.  Israel’s sin and restoration: 32-34 

  1.  Sin of the people: 32:1-29 

  2.  Intercession of Moses: 32:30-33:23 

  3.  Renewal of the Covenant: 34 

 D.  Construction of the Tabernacle: 35-40 

  1.  Offering of the people: 35:1-36:7 

  2.  Making of the parts and priests’ garments: 36:8-39:43 

  3.  Setting up of the Tabernacle: 40 

 

Scope:  The Exodus events cover a period of approximately 145 years. 

 

To Whom Written:  Israel; to the believer: Romans 15:4 

 

Where Written:  In the wilderness: Acts 7:37, 38 

 

Key Chapter:  12.  The Passover. 
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Key Verse:  12:23 - "For the LORD will pass through to strike the Egyptians; and when 

He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over the 

door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses to strike you.” 

  

Key Word:  Redemption.  Broadly, Exodus teaches that redemption is essential to every 

relationship with a holy God; and that a redeemed people cannot have fellowship with 

Him unless they are constantly cleansed from all defilement. 

 

Key Phrase:  Pass over you: 12:13 

 

Key Thought:  The making of a nation.  It is important that we should understand the 

meaning of the creation of this nation.  It cannot be too often emphasized that it was not 

the election of a nation from among others in order that upon that nation God might 

lavish His love while He abandoned the others. 

 

The purpose of God was far wider than that of the creation of this nation.  It was that of 

the creation of a testimony through this nation for the sake of the others.  The divine 

intention was the creation of a people who, under His covenant and government, should 

reveal in the world the breadth and beauty and beneficence of that government; a people 

who, gathered in their national life about His throne and His altar, obeying His 

commands and worshiping Him, should reveal to outside nations that meaning of the 

kingship of God.  It was not the selection of a pet but the creation of a pattern. 

 

This nation’s ruler was to be Jehovah, its constitution was the Law given on Mount Sinai; 

its central national shrine was the Tabernacle; its bond of unity was the spiritual worship 

of the one true God; and its national hope was the “prophet like unto Moses” whose 

blood would be shed for the spiritual emancipation of the nation, as was the Passover 

Lamb, and whose bones like the lamb’s should not be broken, who would come down 

from heaven to be the world’s Bread of Life as the manna was the heaven-sent 

sustenance of Israel during its forty years of wandering in the wilderness of Sin. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Come out for God. 

 

Christ Is Seen as: 

 

1. God – “I AM that I AM”: 3:14 with John 8:58 

2. Our Passover: 12:5 with 1 Corinthians 5:7b 

3. Manna: 16: 14-22 with John 6:35 

4. Rock: 17:1-7 with 1 Corinthians 10:5 

5. Veil: 26:31-35 with Hebrews 10:19, 20 

 

Names and Titles of God: 

 

1. El Shaddai – I AM: 3:14, 15 

2. Jehovah: 6:3 

3. Jehovah-rophe – the Lord that healeth: 15:22-26 
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4. Jehovah-nissi – the Lord our Banner: 17:8-15 

 

Types of Christ: 

 

1. The Passover: 12 with 1 Corinthians 5:7b. 

2. The Passover (paschal) Lamb: 12:3-6, 46. 

The Lamb was: 

a. Appointed by God: 12:3 with John 1:29; Revelation 13:8 

b. Subjected to a time of testing: 12:5, 6 with Luke 4:1-30 

c. Without blemish: 12:5 with 1 Peter 1:18, 19 

d. Slain: 12:6 with Luke 24:26 

e. To have no broken bones: 12:46 with John 19:36 

f. To have its blood sprinkled: 12:7 with Hebrews 9:21-23 

g. To be roasted with fire, then eaten: 12:8 with John 6:53, 54; Acts 2:23.  It 

is Christ Himself crucified who satisfies.  In Communion or the Lord’s 

Supper we eat the elements, which are symbolic of His body and blood. 

 

3. Manna: 16:11-35 with John 6:32-35 

a. Of divine origin: v. 4 with John 1:1, 2; 17:5 

b. Undeserved: v. 12 with Romans 5:6, 8 

c. Essential: v. 15 with John 6:35; 15:5 

d. Suitable: vs. 16-18 with 6:48 

e. Adequate: v. 18 with Philippians 4:19 

f. Satisfying: v. 35 with John 6:35; Psalm 34:8a 

g. Gift of God: v. 15 with Romans 6:23b; 2 Corinthians 9:15 

 

4. The Tabernacle: 25-40 

a. The purpose of the Tabernacle: “And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I 

may dwell among them” (25:8). 

b. The KEY VERSE which opens up to us the typical meaning of the 

Tabernacle is Hebrews 9:24: “For Christ has not entered the holy places 

made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into heaven itself, now 

to appear in the presence of God for us.” 

 

For Israel, the Tabernacle was instituted for the purpose of revealing through object 

lessons God’s plan of redemption for every believing Israelite.  Every part of the 

Tabernacle and all its appointed ministries were to Israel a symbol, a testimony of the 

coming Messiah and His blessed work of redemption.  In the Tabernacle “they saw Him 

who is invisible” (Acts 7:44; Hebrews 11:27). 

 

For us, the Holy Spirit has recorded the things concerning the Tabernacle to illustrate the 

work of redemption which has been accomplished by our Lord Jesus.  To us these things 

are types or figures of the person and work of Christ.  Without a knowledge of the 

Tabernacle and its typical meaning, very much of what the new Testament tells us of 

Christ and His ministry is but little understood. 
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c. The Tabernacle as a whole: 25-31.  Jehovah designed His own sanctuary 

and set it up in the midst of Israel’s camp as His dwelling place, meeting 

place, and revealing place.  With unsearchable wisdom and marvelous 

grace the Lord grouped His people about Himself as worshipers, workers, 

and warriors.  The worshippers, the priest, the Levites, and the workers 

were encamped close about the Tabernacle to minister in and care for 

Jehovah’s tent.  The camps of the warriors were outside the camps to 

guard the worshipers and workers.  The outer court measured 150 feet by 

75 feet. 

The tabernacle was for Jehovah a sanctuary, a place “set apart,” a holy place, the 

dwelling place of Him who is absolutely and eternally holy.  As the leader of His people, 

the Tabernacle was Jehovah’s pavilion, in which His redeemed ones might hide in the 

day of trouble (Psalm 27:5; Colossians 3:3).  As the King of Israel, Jehovah was 

enthroned in the Tabernacle as His palace.  As the Father of His people, the Tabernacle 

was the House of the Lord, in which His children might enjoy fellowship with Him.  In 

the Tabernacle Jehovah dwelt in the midst of His people whom He had redeemed and 

brought near to Himself.  His presence, manifested in the cloud by day and the pillar of 

fire by night, guided and protected them, and illuminated their pathway all through their 

wilderness journey (Nehemiah 9:18, 19). 

 

1.  The Foundation – Atonement Money: 30:11-16.  This money, given by the people as 

an “atonement for their souls,” went to form the foundation of the Tabernacle, so that the 

Tabernacle, as the House of God, literally stood upon the price of souls – redemption.  

The Church of God today has no other standing.  This “half shekel” is a figure of the 

precious blood of Christ, by which we have been ransomed for God (1 Peter 1:18, 19). 

 

2.  The hangings of the court: 27:9-19.  The fine twined linen to us is typical of the 

righteousness of God.  The brass pillars and brass sockets which held up the hangings of 

linen speak to us typically of judgment (Revelation 1:15).  The silver chapiters, hooks 

and fillets, which helped to hold the linen, were made of the silver atonement money 

obtained from the men of war in Israel.  This silver is typical of the precious blood of 

Christ by which we have been redeemed (1 Peter 1:18, 19).  For us, the meaning of the 

linen hangings of the court, supported by the silver and brass  pillars and sockets and 

hooks, is that God’s righteousness was fully revealed on Calvary when God judged the 

sins of all the world through the atoning work of His Son (Romans 3:21, 22; Hebrews 

9:26). 

 

3.  The Gate: 27:16.  The gate was the only opening through the hangings of the Court of 

the Tabernacle.  It was made of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined linen, which hung at 

the east end of the court.  Under this gate any or all the people of Israel might approach 

into the court of Jehovah.  For us, the gate is a type of Christ as the Way, the only way 

opened for man to come to the Father (John 14:6). 

 

4.  The Brazen altar: 27:1-8.  The brazen altar, or burnt offering altar was made of heavy 

boards of shittim or acacia wood, overlaid with heavy plates of brass.  Upon the brazen 

altar the Lord consumed the whole burnt offering.  The only ground for forgiveness and 
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acceptance for Israel before God was acceptable offerings.  The five kinds of offerings 

(Leviticus 1-7) all pointed typically to Christ, the sum and fulfillment of them all 

(Hebrews 10:1-17).  He is the offering which God provided, by and through whom sinful 

man is forgiven and accepted in the Father’s holy presence (John 1:29; 14:6). 

 

This altar with all its appointed ministry speaks to us of Christ’s finished work upon the 

cross.  The altar itself was so built that it could endure the devouring fire of God’s wrath.  

As such it is a type of Christ as the only One who was humbly and divinely able to bear 

the wrath of God against sin and the sinner.  On Calvary God met us and righteously 

judged all of our sins and reconciled us unto Himself, having made peace by the blood of 

the cross, so that every believer may come acceptably into His holy presence.  The result 

of God’s work for every believer is peace and righteousness, and the effect of 

righteousness – quietness and assurance forever (Isaiah 32:17; Colossians 1:20). 

 

5.  The Laver: 30:17-21; 38:8.  As a polished brass vessel, its use was to reveal 

uncleanness, as a mirror, and to hold water for cleansing.  Here the high priest and priests 

washed their hands and feet often every day, that their ministry at the altar and in the holy 

place might be acceptable to the Lord (29:4).  Any omission of this washing at the laver 

meant death (30:20, 21).  For us the typical meaning of the laver is “Christ loved the 

church and gave Himself for it, that the church might be made holy, purified in the bath 

with the water of His Word” (Ephesians 5:25, 26).  Here we learn that the laver is a type 

of the Word of God whereby we are sanctified, or cleansed (John 15:3; 17:17).  The daily 

washing of the hands and feet of the priests foreshadowed the sanctification or cleansing 

of believers as to their service (hands) and their walk (feet) by His Word and His Spirit.  

As the priests were cleansed daily and entered into the presence of the Lord to live for 

others a life of service, so it is our privilege, as priests, to live wholly unto the Lord for 

Him and for others in a life of service and walk (1 Peter 2:5; Revelation 1:5, 6). 

 

6.  The Door: 26:36, 37.  The door was the entrance to the Tabernacle proper.  This door 

hung at the east entrance or end of the Tabernacle.  The gate, leading into the court of the 

Tabernacle, represents the historical Christ as revealed in the four gospels; but the door, 

upheld by five pillars, is typical of the risen and glorified Christ as represented or 

revealed through the five writers of the Epistles.  For us, the door is clearly a shadow of 

Him who said, “I am the door” (John 10:7).  Christ as the Door is the One through whom 

we have “access by faith into this grace wherein we stand” (Romans 5:2; Ephesians 

2:18).  As the gate, Christ opened the way for us to come unto the Father. 

 

7.  The Veil: 26:31-35.  The veil was a hanging of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine twined 

linen, with the figures of cherubim embroidered upon it.  The veil separated the most 

holy place from the holy place, shutting the priests out from the presence of Jehovah, and 

shutting in His glory, which was revealed alone to the high priest once a year.  The veil of 

the Temple was rent in twain from top to bottom when Christ died on the cross.  For us 

the veil is typical of the “flesh” of Christ (Hebrews 10:19, 20).  When the flesh of Christ 

was rent on Calvary, the veil of the Temple was rent, so that now, as priests, we may 

come boldly into the presence of our Father, into the most holy place, and there behold 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ (Hebrews 4:16, 2 Corinthians 4:6). 
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8.  The Candlestick: 25:31-40.  The first need for the priestly ministry in the holy place 

was light, for all natural light was shut out of this sacred place.  To give light, one piece, 

six branch candlestick was beaten out of pure gold.  Pure olive oil was burned in the 

lamps continually (27:20, 21).  For us, the candlestick is a dim shadow of our glorious 

Lord, who is the light and glory of heaven, as well as the light of the world (John 8:12; 

Revelation 21:22, 23).  The beating of the gold suggests to us the suffering which 

preceded the glory, for the “Lamb is the light thereof” (Revelation 21:23).  The 

candlestick, with its main stem and six branches, typifies Christ and His church, for the 

lamps which reveal the beauty of the candlestick pre-figured those who “proclaim the 

praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 peter 2:9).  

The oil for the lamp is always a type of the Holy Spirit, the great illuminator, who reveals 

Christ to us and empowers us for service that Christ might be revealed in us. 

 

9.  The Table of Showbread: 25:23-30.  Food, as well as light was needed by the priests 

who ministered in Jehovah’s presence; therefore, He set a table for them in His sanctuary.  

Twelve loaves of showbread, baked out of fine flour, were placed fresh upon the table 

every Sabbath day, and the other loaves were eaten by the high priest and priest in the 

holy place (Leviticus 24:5-9).  The table and bread foreshadow the provision our Father’s 

love has made to nourish His priests in His presence today.  The loaves are typical of 

Christ presenting Himself to God as food for man.  The eating of the showbread by the 

priests in the holy place is typical of the experience which we enjoy, as we live in 

fellowship with the Lord, and realize in the full assurance of faith the blessed way we are 

upheld in and by Him before our Father. 

 

10.  The Golden Altar: 30:1-10, 34-38.  That His priests might work and worship 

acceptably, Jehovah commands Moses to make an Altar upon which to burn incense.  A 

crown of gold and four horns adorned its top.  Upon the horns, once a year, the high 

priest sprinkled blood for the sin offering.  The position of the Altar before the veil places 

it before the Ark, or the throne of God.  Perpetual incense was burned upon the golden 

altar by the high priest.  How simple, yet how necessary was every piece of furniture in 

the Tabernacle!  A candlestick for light, a table for food, and an altar for worship.  For us, 

the altar overlaid with gold and crowned with gold is clearly a type of our blessed Lord, 

now crowned with glory and honor (Hebrews 2:9).  The Altar represents the glorious 

person of Christ, and the offering of the perpetual incense by the high priest typifies His 

ever-living intercession in our behalf, as our High Priest (Hebrews 7:25-28). 

 

11.  The Ark: 25:10-22.  The ark was the only piece of furniture in the most holy place.  

It was used as a chest in which to keep the second tablets or tables of the Law.  For us, 

the vessel in which the Law was kept is a type of Christ6 in whose heart the law of God 

was written and who kept it perfectly in letter and in spirit (Psalm 40:8; Matthew 5:17). 

 

12.  The Mercy Seat: 25:17, 21, 22.  The mercy seat was a lid of pure gold made to cover 

the ark, and thus to cover the Law within (26:34; 30:6; Leviticus 16:13).  The blood of 

the bullock and goat was sprinkled upon the mercy seat by the high priest, once a year, on 

the great day of atonement.  Above the mercy seat, between the Cherubim, Jehovah 

manifested His presence in the most holy place.  The Holy Spirit has given the key to the 
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typical meaning of the mercy seat in Hebrews 9:5 and Romans 3:25.  The same Greek 

word translated “mercy seat” in Hebrews 9:5.  The same Greek word translated “mercy 

seat” in Hebrews 9:5 is translated “propitiation” in Romans 3:25.  Therefore, Christ is the 

One whom God has set forth to cover the Law, or satisfy all the claims of the law as a 

man under the Law, by perfectly obeying it (Galatians 4:4, 5).  Second, the blood on the 

mercy seat tells us that Christ by His death satisfied the demand of the Law against every 

sinner who will believe in God’ Word (Ezekiel 18:4; Romans 6:23; 5:6). 

 

Types of the Believer’s Experiences:   

 

1. The Egyptian bondage: 1:7-14; 5:1-14 – as a type of our bondage to sin: 

Ephesians 2:1-3. 

2. The Exodus from Egypt – a type of abandonment of the sinful life. 

3. Pharaoh’s pursuit of Israel: 14:9, 10 – a type of the evil forces pursuing believers. 

4. The cloud by day and the Pillow of fire by night: 14:19, 20; Hebrews 13:5b; 

Matthew 28:20b. 

5. Opening of the Red Sea: 14:26-31 – a type of hindrance removed. 

6. The wilderness journey – a type of our going around in circles of doubt, 

perplexity, fear, and anxiety. 

7. Marah and Elim: 15:23-27 – a type of bitter and sweet experiences of the 

Christian life: Romans 8:28. 

8. The mixed multitude: 12:38 – a type of the worldly element in the church: 

Matthew 13:24-30. 

9. Upholding the hands of Moses: 17:12 – a type of cooperation with God’s leaders 

and working together in the unity of the Spirit: Ephesians 4:11-16; Hebrews 

13:17. 

 

Seed Thoughts: 

 

1. Excuses of Moses: 3:1-4:16 

a. The excuse of proud humility – “Who am I that I should go…”: 3:11.  

God’s answer: 3:12. 

b. The excuse of educated ignorance – “What is His name?  What shall I 

say…” : 3:13.  God’s answer: 3:14-22. 

c. The excuse of doubting faith – “They will not believe me, nor hearken 

unto my voice…”: 4:1.  God’s answer 4:2-9. 

d. The excuse of speaker’s fright – “I am not eloquent…”: 4:10.  God’s 

answer: 4:11-13. 

e. The result of arguing with God: someone else shares in the blessing that 

could have been ours if we had only said “yes” and not “but” like Moses: 

4:14-16. 

 

2. We are not called upon by God to be successful, but to be obedient.  It is the work 

of the Holy Spirit to make men believe – it is ours to answer God’s call and trust 

Him with the results: 4:1 with 1 Corinthians 4:2; 3:7. 
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3. Man has nothing about which to rejoice (sing) until he accepts God’s redemption.  

Israel in Egyptian bondage had no song.  God provided redemption (the Passover) 

in chapter 12, and Israel sang in chapter 15.  There was no song during the 400 

silent years from Malachi to the birth of Christ.  With His coming, we have the 

“Magnificent” of Mary, the heavenly chorus in the shepherd’s field and the 

rejoicing of Simeon and Anna when they “saw” God’s redemption (Luke 1:46-55; 

2:8-13, 25, 28). 

 

4. At the proclamation of the law, three thousand lost their lives.  At the first 

preaching of the gospel after Christ’s ascension, three thousand received 

everlasting life: 32:15-28 with Acts 2:41. 

 

5. When a judge in Greensboro, North Carolina, administered the oath of citizenship 

to 50 persons, he advised them to obey the 10 commandments.  If they did, he 

said, they need not worry about keeping over 35,000,000 laws which have been 

enacted in their new country. 
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Leviticus – The Book of Atonement 

 

Name:  The Hebrew name given this third book of Moses is titled “The Lord Called.”  

Greek translators gave it the name “Leviticus” because it deals principally with the 

Levitical Priesthood, the services of the priests, and the law of sacrifice. 

 

Connection With Preceding Books:  Leviticus is related to Exodus the same as the 

Epistles are to the four gospels.  Exodus is the record of redemption, and lays the 

foundation for cleansing, worship, and service of a redeemed people to their God.  The 

Israelites built upon this foundation in Leviticus.  In Exodus God speaks out from the 

mount to which approach was forbidden.  In Leviticus He speaks out from the 

Tabernacle, in which He dwells, to His people as they approach Him. 

 

Contents:  The contents are purely legislative and the laws enacted are civil, ceremonial, 

moral, religious, and sanitary.  Those which receive the most attention are religious and 

ceremonial.  The various sacrifices, feasts, rites, and ceremonies made mention of in 

Leviticus are typical of Christ and are shadows of good things to come.  The epistle to 

Hebrews is said to be a commentary on this book.  The two should be read together.  

Leviticus has 27 chapters, 859 verses, and 24,546 words. 

 

Character:  Law: Luke 24:44 – “Then He said to them, these are the words which I 

spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” 

 

Subject:  The acceptable way of approach unto a Holy God for Israel and the holy walk 

becoming them as an accepted people. 

 

Purpose:  To teach us the only acceptable way of approach unto a Holy God, and the 

holy walk becoming us as an accepted people (Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 10:19-22). 

 

The book of Leviticus is God’s picture book for the children of Israel to help them in 

their religious training.  Every picture pointed forward to the work of Jesus Christ. 

 

In Genesis we see man ruined. 

In Exodus, man is redeemed. 

In Leviticus, man worshiping. 

 

It is a divine book.  The opening verse affords us the clue to the whole, “Now the LORD 

called to Moses, and spoke to him from the tabernacle of meeting, saying.”  Leviticus is 

God speaking to us through the Tabernacle and its meaning. 

 

It is a personal book.  The second verse intimates this, “when any one of you brings an 

offering to the LORD…”  Notice He expects each person to bring his own gift.  The way 

is often as important as the gift.  Have you an offering for the Lord?  Then this book will 

appeal to you. 

 



Old Testament Survey, Page 30 

Outline Of Leviticus 
 

I.  The Way to God by Sacrifice: 1-10 

 A.  The Law of the Offering: 1-7 

 B.  The Law of the Priesthood: 8-10 

  1. Consecration of Aaron and his sons: 8 

  2. Inauguration of Tabernacle services: 9 

  3. The sin and punishment of Nadab and Abihu: 10 

II. The Walk with god by sanctification: 11-27 

 A.  The Law of Purity: 11-16 

  1. Pure Food: 11 

  2. Pure Body: 12 

  3. Pure Garments: 13 

  4. Pure House: 14, 15 

  5. Pure nation: 16 

 B.  The Law of Holiness: 17-24 

  1. Holiness in Personal Life: 17 

  2. Holiness in Family Life: 18 

  3. Holiness in Social Relations: 19, 20 

  4. Holiness in Priesthood: 21, 22 

  5. Holiness in Feasts: 23 

  6. Relative Holiness: 24 

 C.  Other Laws: 25-27 

  1. Law of the Sabbatical Year and Year of Jubilee: 25 

   a. The Land of the Seventh Year: 25:1-7 

   b. The Land of the Fiftieth Year: 25:8-24 

   c. The Land of the Poor: 25:25-55 

  2. Law of Obedience and Disobedience: 26 

   a. Conditional Prosperity: 26:1-13 

   b. Conditional Punishments: 26:14-46 

  3. Law of Vows and Tithes: 27 

   a. The Liberty of Vows: 27:1, 2 

   b. The Law of Vows: 27:3-25 

   c. The Limit of Vows: 27:26-34 

 

Writer: Moses 

 

To Whom Written:  Israel in general; the Levites in particular. 

 

When and Where Written:  About 1500 B.C., in the wilderness: Acts 7:37, 38. 

 

Key Chapter:  16.  Day of Atonement. 

 

Key Verse:  19:2 – “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to 

them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.” 
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Key Words:  Holiness, found 87 times; Holy found 65 times. 

 

Key Phrase:  “You shall be holy; for I am holy”: 11:44 with 1 Peter 1:16. 

 

Key Thought:  The Laws of the Nation. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Get right with God. 

 

Christ Is Seen As:  Our Great High Priest: Hebrews 4:14. 

 

Types Of Christ: 

 

1.  Aaron, as High Priest, making proper sacrifice for sin: 16: 11, 15 with Hebrews 9:7, 

11-14, 24-28; 12:24 

 a. Called of God: Hebrews 5:4; 8:3 with 1 Timothy 2:5 

 b. Clothed: 8:7 with the robe of righteousness: 1 Corinthians 1:30; Revelation 

                 19:8 

 c. Crowned: 8:9; Zechariah 3:1-5.  The mediator between God and man wears a 

      crown of holiness. 

 d. Anointed: 8:12 with Acts 10:38.  Christ is the Lord’s Anointed 

 e. Consecrated: 8:23-27.  Moses “took some of its blood and put it on the tip of 

               Aaron’s right ear, on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right 

               foot” (v. 23).  Hearing, studying, and meditating upon the Word of God applied  

               to his ear (Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 2:15; Psalm 1:2); acts of obedience and  

               working for the Lord applied to his hand (Ecclesiastes 9:10); a holy walk before  

               the Lord applied to his foot (Psalm 121:3).  Aaron was claimed and filled for the 

               Lord, truly consecrated.  The Lord Jesus Christ was both claimed and filled. 

 

2.  The two birds – one slain, one left alive – death and resurrection of Christ; the one 

slain – delivered for our offenses; the one alive – raised for our justification: 14:49-53; 

Romans 4:25; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4. 

 

3.  Scapegoat bearing away sins of Israel – Christ bore our sins in His own body: 16:20-

22 with Isaiah 53:6, 12; 1 Peter 2:24; Hebrews 9:26, 28. 

 

Types of the Believer’s Experiences 

 

1.  The Cleansed Leper: 14:1-7 

 a. Leprosy is a type of the terrible nature of sin.  Sin, like leprosy, afflicts the 

person himself and those whom he contacts.  It: 

 Makes unclean: 13:44 with Romans 3:10; Isaiah 64:6 

 Brings judgment: 13:44 with “He who believes in Him is not 

condemned”: John 3:18 

 Must be admitted: 13:45 

o Clothes rent, indicating wretchedness 

o Head bare, indicating impotency 
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o Lips covered, indication of defiled breath 

o Cry was “unclean,” admission of true condition 

 We too must confess our condition: Romans 3:23; Luke 18:13 

 Brings separation: 13:46 with Ephesians 2:12, Matthew 7:23 

b. As leprosy reveals sin, so its cleansing shows God’s method of salvation 

 The leper does nothing: 14:2 with Romans 4:4, 5 

 The priest seeks the leper, not the leper the priest: 14:3 with Luke 

19:10 

 An offering is made: 14:4-6 with Hebrews 9:26, 28 

 Blood is applied: 14:7 with 1 Peter 1:18, 19 

 Personal cleansing: 14:8 with Colossians 2:20-23 

 Priest speaks the word, pronouncing the leper and his house clean: 

14:11, 48 with John 15:3 

 Restoration after cleansing: 14:8 with John 10:9 

 Consecration: 14:14-18 with Romans 12:1, 2 

 

When the priest seeks the leper, this is a type of Christ seeking the sinner.  Since the leper 

can do nothing about his condition, he must be sought (v. 3 with Luke 19:10).  A leper 

has absolutely nothing with which to purchase an animal for sacrifice, but he can, without 

money and without price, catch two birds in the field.  The priest takes the two birds, 

along with a piece of cedar wood, a piece of scarlet thread, and some shrub called 

“hyssop” (v. 4).  The scarlet thread is a type of Christ’s blood; hyssop is a symbol of 

cleansing; and the cedar wood is a type of righteousness.  One bird is killed in an earthen 

vessel, with running water mixed with the blood.  This is a type of Christ’s death.  The 

priest then takes the live bird, along with the hyssop tied to the cedar wood with the 

scarlet thread, and dips them both in the blood of the bird that was killed.  The live bird is 

then let loose (vs. 5, 6), a type of the resurrection of Christ.  With this “finished work” the 

priest sprinkles the leper seven times for cleansing.  The water mixed with the blood is a 

symbol of the Word of God – blood to forgive, and the Word to cleanse (Ephesians 1:7; 

5:26; John 15:3). 

 

When David made his great confession of sin with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11), he asked the 

Lord to purge him with hyssop (Psalm 51:7).  This was David’s way of seeing sin as God 

saw sin – hopelessly and helplessly undone before God, and a willingness to take the 

lowest place of any sinner, that of a leper crying “unclean, unclean” (Leviticus 13:45).  

He knew he deserved death for his adultery (Leviticus 20:10), but he asked the Lord to 

have mercy upon himself (Psalm 51:1).  Mercy is God’s withholding from us what we 

rightly deserve. 

 

2.  The Feasts: 23 

 

a. The Passover – Christ our Passover bearing God’s judgment against us: 

vs. 4, 5 with 1 Corinthians 5:7b. 

b. Unleavened Bread – practical holiness becoming His redeemed ones: vs. 

6-8 with 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7. 
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c. First Fruits – resurrection of Christ – accepted by God; vs. 9-14 with 1 

Corinthians 15:20. 

d. Pentecost – descent of the Holy Spirit: vs. 15-22 with Acts 2:1-4. 

e. Trumpets – to herald the Good News of the feast of Atonement which is to 

follow shortly: vs. 23-25. 

f. Atonement – mourning for and deliverance from sin: vs. 26-32 with 2 

Corinthians 7:10.  “Atonement” is the Hebrew for plural having to do with 

atonement or deliverance from (1) the penalty of sin: (2) from the power 

of sin; and (3) atonement or redemption of the body – deliverance from 

the very presence of sin: 2 Corinthians 1:9, 10; Philippians 3:21; 1 John 

3:2. 

g. Tabernacles – a reminder of redemption over Egypt: vs. 33, 34 with 

Colossians 1:13, 14. 

 

There are 5 offerings described in Leviticus.  God wants us to understand the awful 

reality of sin, so He asks for a sacrifice each day. 

 

Here is a list of the offerings, with a keyword to identify them.  Learn this simple outline 

to fix in mind the first six chapters of Leviticus. 

 

1. Burnt Offering: “Surrender” of Christ for the world – Chapter 1 

2. Meal Offering: “Service” of Christ in life – Chapter 2 

3. Peace Offering: “Serenity” of Christ in life – Chapter 3 

4. Sin offering: “Substitute” of Christ for sin – Chapter 4-5:13 

5. Trespass Offering: “Satisfaction” by Christ for demands of God – Chapter 5:14-

6:7 

 

This book is for a redeemed people, showing how God is to be approached and 

worshiped.  The book of Exodus is the book of redemption, but the book of Leviticus 

tells how the redeemed ones can worship God. 

 

Only through the blood of Christ can we have access to God. 

 

God demands a holiness which Christ alone can give, for “He is our Holiness.” 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  It is said 50 times of Moses that he “did as the Lord commanded him” (8:4. 

 

2. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD” (19:18).  This was one of 

the highlights of Mosaic law.  Great consideration was shown to the poor.  Wages were to 

be paid day by day.  No usury was to be taken.  Loans and gifts were to be made to the 

needy.  Gleanings were to be left in the harvest fields for the poor.  Although the Bible 

nowhere gives encouragement to laziness, unceasing emphasis is placed on kindness to 

widows, orphans, and strangers.  See James 1:27. 
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3.  Many congregations today are looking for a pastor who is a “good mixer” – someone 

who is versatile, adept, can lead singing, direct the choir, work with young people, be a 

good counselor, make visits, who can adapt to any situation, be a good executive, etc., 

etc., but God is looking for a man who will adhere to sound doctrine, who will study and 

pray, who will set a good example – not by being a “good mixer” but by being a “good 

separator” in godly living (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).  The Scriptures teach: 

 

a. Do not mix your full-bred cattle with any half-breeds: 19:19a.  This tends to 

produce inferior stock.  When believers tend to mix with lukewarm, cold and 

indifferent people, apathy and apostasy soon follow.  Many Israelites fell in the 

wilderness because of a “mixed multitude” (Exodus 12:38a; Numbers 11:4a; 

Hebrews 3:7-19).  The word (law) must keep us separated from such mixtures 

(Nehemiah 13:3). 

b. Do not mix seed in planting: 19:19b.  This tends to take away the true value and 

taste of the grain or fruit and results in a weakness of strength by those whose life 

is dependent upon it.  The Word of God, which is the Seed for the promotion of 

life and growth, cannot be mixed with human wisdom (Luke 1:11; 1 Corinthians 

2:4, 5).  Only as the pure Seed of God’s Word is planted and men “taste and see 

that the Lord is good” can there be an excellent production of fruit in the lives of 

believers (Psalm 34:8; John 15:7, 8). 

c. Do not mix material in clothing: 19:19c.  Mixed fabrics soon fill with creases and 

folds due to uneven shrinkage, and the garment wears out in the uneven places.  

We are not to mix the fine linen of Christ’s righteousness with the wool of the 

world.  “Love not the world.”  A fountain cannot send forth at the same place 

“sweet water and bitter – salt water and fresh” (1 John 2:15-17; James 3:10-12). 

d. Do not mix clean and unclean animals in service together: Deuteronomy 22:10. 

 

4.  The Path of Obedience: 26:1-13.  Two paths are opened for us in this portion – one of 

obedience and blessing, the other of disobedience and failure: Matthew 7:13, 14. 

 

a. Characteristics of the obedient.  They: 

 Have not idols: v. 1 

 Reverence the appointments of God: v. 2 

 Are guided by His Word: v. 3a 

 Delight to do His will: 3b 

b. Blessings that accompany obedience: 

 Fruitfulness: v. 4 

 Peace and rest: v. 6a 

 Deliverance from evil things: v. 6b 

 Power to overcome: v. 7, 8 

 God’s favor: v. 9 

 Abundant provision: v. 10 

 God’s fellowship: v. 12 

 

The path of disobedience ends in misery and woe, reaping sins sevenfold: vs. 14-39. 
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Numbers – The Book Of Pilgrimage 

 

This book might be called the Wilderness Wandering from Sinai to the border of Canaan, 

the land of promise, covering about 40 years. 

 

Numbers is also called the book of the March and the Roll Call (Numbers 33:1-2). 

 

It might, too, be called the Book of Murmurings because from beginning to end it is filled 

with the spirit of rebellion against God.  Psalm 95:10 says, “For forty years I was grieved 

with that generation, and said ‘it is a people who can go astray in their hearts and they 

do not know My ways.’” 

 

Name:  This book gets its name “Numbers” from the Septuagint, and is so called from 

the two numberings of the people: one at Mt. Sinai (Chapter 1), and the other in the 

plains of Moab about 39 years later (Chapter 26). 

 

Contents:  Historically, Numbers continues where Exodus leaves off.  It is the story of 

the wilderness wanderings of a redeemed people who failed to enter the Promised Land at 

Kadesh-barnea.  Typically, Numbers completes, with the preceding books, a picture of 

the believer’s experience.  Genesis, the book of creation and fall; Exodus, of redemption; 

Leviticus, of worship and fellowship; and Numbers, of that which should follow – service 

and walk.  This book has 36 chapters, 1,288 verses, and 32,902 words. 

 

Character: Historical 

 

Subject:  Israel’s preparation for their wilderness journey and for entrance into the 

Promised Land. 

 

Purpose: To teach us how God would lead us through the place of blessing, by belief and 

trust in Him. 

 

Outline 
 

I.  The Encampment at Mt. Sinai: 1-10 

A. The organization of the Camp: 1-4 

B. The Purity of the Camp: 5, 6 

C. The consecration of the Camp: 7:1-9:14 

D. The Movement of the Camp: 9:15-10:36 

II. The March in the Wilderness: 11-21 

A. From Sinai to Kadesh: 14-15 

B. In and Around Kadesh: 15-19 

C. From Kadesh to Plains of Moab: 20, 21 

III. The Encampment of the plains of Moab: 22-36 

A. Attempts to destroy Israel: 22-25 

B. The New Beginning: 26-30 

C. Conquest and settlement east of Jordan: 31, 32 



Old Testament Survey, Page 36 

D. Retrospect and prospect: 33-36 

 

Writer:  Moses 

 

When and Where Written:  About 1451 B.C., after the Israelites had reached the plains 

of Moab. 

 

Key Chapter:  14.  Unbelief at Kadesh Barnea. 

 

Key Verse:  33:1 – “These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the 

land of Egypt by their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron.” 

 

Key Thought:  The training of the nation Israel.  In Genesis God’s covenant had been 

made with Abraham and his seed; in Exodus the Law had been proclaimed and the 

Tabernacle built and set up; in Leviticus the priests had been consecrated; and now in 

Numbers the Nation is trained in the laws and ceremonies of its religion and life.  

Refusing to go on into the Promised Land at Kadesh Barnea because of unbelief, the 

wilderness wandering is declared one year for each day they took to spy out the land 

(13:1, 2, 5; 14:34).  This training was necessary because all who left Egypt except 

Joshua, Caleb, and those under twenty years died in the wilderness (14:22-34), and was 

particularly necessary for the new generation who was to have the national responsibility 

in the conquest and settlement of Canaan.  All during their wilderness wandering after 

Kadesh Barnea, Israel went around in circles.  And to think, only an eleven day journey 

from Horeb to Kadesh Barnea (Deuteronomy 1:2), and a few more days into the 

Promised Land! 

 

This is the order the Law lays down.  Only a saved man can serve and worship God.  

Remember, we are saved to serve.  We are not saved by good works but we are saved 

unto good works (Ephesians 2:10).  The law can bring us to the land of promise but only 

our divine Joshua (Christ) can bring us in.  Paul says that the law is the schoolmaster to 

bring us to Christ (Galatians 3:34).  The law cannot save us, for we are saved not of 

works, lest any man should boast (Ephesians 2:9). 

 

 Leviticus deals with the believer’s worship. 

 Numbers deals with the believer’s walk. 

 In Leviticus we see the believer’s privileges. 

 In Numbers the wilderness in the drill field. 

 

The Children of Israel learned: 

 

1. That they must trust God and not man in the day of crisis (Psalm 37:5).  Read 

Numbers 13:26-14:25. 

2. That God would supply all their need according to His riches (Philippians 4:19). 

 He gave them food – 11:6-9 

 He gave them meat – 11:31-33 

 He gave them water – 20:8 
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 He gave them leaders – 1:1, 3 

 He gave them a promised land – 14:7-8 

3. That they must worship God according to His instructions. 

 

Christ Is Seen As: 

 

1. The Rock: 20:11 with 1 Corinthians 10:4 

2. The Star – prince: 24:17a with Revelation 22:16 

3. The Scepter – Ruler or King: 24:17b with 1 Timothy 6:14, 15 

 

Use of Trumpets in Israel:  Numbers 10:1-10.  This Scripture passage in Numbers gives 

specific occasions when the trumpets were to be blown in Israel.  They find their 

historical fulfillment in Old Testament Israel and then their spiritual significance in New 

Testament Israel, the church. 

 

A.  For the Calling of the Assemblies – 10:2.  Under this call the 12 tribes gathered 

together as one nation.  The trumpet was always used to call Israel, God’s people together 

(Isaiah 27:13). 

 

So the church as the Israel of God gathers together as one in Christ (Psalm 50:5; Matthew 

18:20; Ephesians 4:10; John 17).  At the coming of Christ the trumpet will sound and 

gather together all the elect from the four corners of the earth (Matthew 24:30-31). 

 

B.  For the Journeying of the Camps – 10:2.  When the cloud moved, then the trumpets 

were to be blown and the people were to move on with God (Numbers 9:15-23; 10:11-36; 

Hebrews 11:13). 

 

So the church today must follow the cloud of God’s Holy Spirit as He leads the way.  We 

are to quit standing still.  God is calling us forward.  He is ready to lead us into new 

realms of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C.  For the Calling of the Princes – 10:4.  When the leadership of the nation was to be 

gathered together then only one trumpet was to be blown.  Two trumpets would sound 

when the whole nation or the whole congregation was to be called (Psalm 107:32; 

Ezekiel 34:1-7; Revelation 1:10). 

 

So today God calls leadership together in special convocations so that He may speak to 

them and give them direction. 

 

D.  For the Blowing of Alarms – 10:5-7.  At times they had to sound an alarm and warn 

the people of that which was coming (Joel 2:1; Amos 3:6-7). 

 

So today God sounds an alarm to His church to warn her of coming events in the world 

and thus cause the church to seek His face. 
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E.  For War or Enemy Oppression – 10:9.  Trumpets were often blown in times of war 

and enemy oppression.  When God heard the trumpet He would fight for His people and 

bring them deliverance (Jeremiah 4:19-21; Judges 3:27; 6:34; 7:4-22; Numbers 31:6-7). 

 

So the New Testament church in times of spiritual warfare and oppression can call on the 

name of the Lord and experience great deliverance (Acts 10:38; Ephesians 6:10-18). 

 

F.  For Days of Gladness – 10:10.  There were times of great joy and gladness on the 

various festival occasions.  In these days the trumpets were blown as the people rejoiced 

together before the Lord their God.  This is seen greatly in the Tabernacle of David order 

of worship (1 Chronicles 13:8; 15:24-29; Psalm 47:4-5; 150:3; 2 Samuel 6:13). 

 

So the church experiences days of gladness and joy as she gathers together to worship the 

Lord in festival days as well as on the Lord’s Day (Colossians 4:12; Ephesians 3:18). 

 

G.  For Solemn Assemblies – 10:10.  There were other occasions when the people of 

Israel were called by the trumpets to days of Solemn Assemblies; in times of intercession, 

prayer and fasting (Joel 2:1-17; Psalm 81:3; Zephaniah 3:14-20; 2 Kings 10:20). 

 

So the church at times is called by the Lord to times and seasons of intercession and 

special prayer and fasting (Isaiah 58:3-6; Joel 1:14; Mark 2:18-20; Matthew 17:21; Mark 

9:29). 

 

H.  For the Beginning of Months – 10:10.  All Feast Days and all the beginning of the 

months were announced by the sound of the blowing of trumpets.  These trumpet sounds 

were to keep God’s “times and seasons” in the peoples mind (Exodus 19:6, 13; Leviticus 

23:24). 

 

So the Spirit of God speaks to the church by the ministries so that God’s people may 

remember the “times and seasons” of the Lord’s calendar (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 17; 8:6; 

Daniel 2:21; Leviticus 23:4; Acts 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 5:1; Acts 3:19-21). 

 

I.  For the Offerings and Sacrifices – 10:10.  As the sacrifices were being offered upon 

the altar the trumpets were also blown.  As the Lord heard the silvery note of redemption 

ascending over the ascending sacrifices, so He would remember His promise to accept 

His people through blood atonement (Numbers 28:11-15; 29:1-6; 2 Chronicles 29:27-28). 

 

So the Lord accepts the church in her priestly ministrations through Christ.  The believer 

offers spiritual sacrifices of joy and praise acceptable to God in Him (Hebrews 13:15-16; 

Revelation 1:6; 5:9-10; 1 Peter 2:5-9). 

 

These were the major uses of trumpets in Israel.  The Hebrew nation was familiar with 

the sound of the trumpet.  All had to learn the distinctive messages that were being 

sounded in order to respond properly. 
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The Lord Jesus Christ, with trumpet voice called to the churches to “hear what the 

Spirit” was saying to them (Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 27; 3:6, 22). 

 

We note briefly several other significant uses of trumpets in Israel as well as in the New 

Testament revelation. 

 

A. Trumpets were used in the anointing of Kings (2 Kings 9:13; 11:14; 2 

Samuel 15:10). 

B. Trumpets were used at the Dedication of Solomon’s Temple (2 Chronicles 

5:11-14). 

C. Trumpets were used in the great year of Jubilee, which was every fiftieth 

year in Israel.  It was a year of release, restoration and reunion (Leviticus 

25; Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 4:18, 19). 

D. Trumpets are associated with the final judgments of God and also at the 

second coming of Christ for His own (Revelation 8:1-9; 11:15; 1 

Thessalonians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; Matthew 24:31; Zephaniah 

1:14-18; Zechariah 9:14). 

 

Types of Christ: 

 

1.  The Cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night: 9:15-23.  Though Israel turned back 

into the wilderness at Kadesh Barnea, the Lord did not leave them nor forsake them.  The 

Cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night was both a standing and a moving miracle and 

a witness of the presence of God in the midst of His people. 

 

2.  Moses – faithful servant: 12:7 with Hebrews 3:1-6. 

 

3.  The offering of the Red Heifer: 19.  This offering was appointed by God and is 

symbolic of salvation in and through the offering of Christ. 

a) The spotless offering: v. 2 with 1 Peter 1:18, 19 

 Slain: v. 3 with Acts 2:23; 1 Corinthians 15:3 

 Blood applied: v. 4, 5 with Hebrews 9:11-13 

b) Cleansing provided: vs. 9-20 with Hebrews 9:22; 1 John 1:7, 9 

 For the unclean: v. 11 with Romans 5:6-11 

 Must be appropriated: vs. 17-20 with John 1:12; 5:24 

 

4.  The Brazen Serpent: 21:1-9 with John 3:14-18.  The brazen serpent is the only shadow 

of the Cross pointed out by our Lord.  Israel had sinned and in consequence God sent 

fiery serpents among them, which bit many and caused death.  When they cried to God, 

He instructed Moses to make a serpent of brass, put it upon a pole so that all might see it, 

and then when a serpent-bitten Israelite looked upon that brazen serpent, he lived.  In the 

midst of vast hoards of human sinners, sin-bitten and dying, there rises a lonely Cross.  It 

was our Lord who said that just as the uplifted serpent was the only means of deliverance 

then, so the uplifted Son of man is the only means of deliverance now.  From this 

experience we learn: 

a) The need of salvation: v. 6 with Romans 3:23; 6:23a. 
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b) The method of salvation: v. 8 with Galatians 4:3, 4. Salvation is of the Lord.  By a 

serpent they had been bitten and by a symbol in the form of a serpent they must 

be healed.  Through man came death and by man also cam the justification of life 

(Romans 3:24). 

c) The condition of salvation : v. 8 with John 12:32; Ephesians 2:8, 9. 

 They were not told to look at their wounds to be saved 

 They were not told to look at Moses to be saved 

 They were not told to shake of the serpents to be saved 

 They were not told to keep the law to be saved 

 They were not told to help one another to be saved 

 They were not told to go through a ritual to be saved 

 They were told to look to the brass serpent to be save.  See Isaiah 45:22. 

d.) The extent of salvation – everyone that looketh: v. 8 with John 3:16. 

e.) The effects of salvation – instantaneous life: v. 9 with John 5:24; 2 Corinthians 

5:17. 

 

5.  The Cities of Refuge: 35:6; Joshua 20 with Hebrews 6:18-20. 

a) Six cities were appointed among those of the Levites to be a shelter or 

refuge from judgment.  So is our refuge from sin appointed: John 1:29; 

14:6. 

b) They were so situated to be easily accessible from all parts of the land.  

Christ is within easy reach of all: Luke 19:10; Romans 10:8. 

c) The way to them was prepared – signposts pointed the way.  The Holy 

Spirit has been sent to testify of Christ, using the preaching of the Word, 

tracts, hymns, and the witness of faithful Christians: John 16:7-14. 

d) The manslayer must be inside the city gate to be safe.  One cannot be 

almost saved.  We must be in Christ: 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

e) Refuge was provided for only one kind of offender.  So is our salvation in 

Christ – it is for the sinner only: Luke 18:9-14. 

f) The manslayer had to believe and appropriate this provision to escape 

punishment.  So must we: John 1:12; Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9, 10. 

 

The names of these cities are also significant, in that each relates directly to the Person of 

Christ: 

 

a. Kadesh means holy: Joshua 20:7 with Mark 1:24 

b. Shechem, a shoulder: Joshua 20:7 with Isaiah 9:6; Luke 15:5 

c. Hebron, fellowship: Joshua 20:7 with 1 John 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:9 

d. Bezer, a fortification: Joshua 20:8 with Nahum 1:7; John 16:33 

e. Ramoth, high, or exalted: Joshua 20:8 with Philippians 2:9 

f. Golan, joy, or exultation: Joshua 20:8 with John 15:11 

 

Customs: 

 

“Moab is My washpot” (Psalm 60:8).  After Israel’s refusal to enter the Promised Land 

from Kadesh-Barnea and their encompassing the land of Edom, they settled in Shittim 
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(Moab), committed adultery, and joined themselves to the gods of the Moabites (25:1-3).  

Because of the dirt and filth of Moab’s godlessness, God called her His “washpot.”  In 

the east clean water is not poured into the washpot or basin first, and then hands or feet 

washed.  Water is poured on the hands or feet to wash, and the dirty water goes 

immediately into the washpot.  Because of Moab’s part in causing Israel to sink, she 

became God’s “washpot” or depository of sin’s judgment and consequence – doomed to 

the most abject and degrading servitude. 

 

Consider these thoughts: 11 days from the land of promise!  But they turned back.  They 

could have made 11 days of progress, but they chose 40 years of wandering. 

 

God opens doors and no man closes, and He closes doors and no man opens (Isaiah 

22:22; Revelation 3:8). 

 

God opened the door and about three million souls walked out of Egypt; He closed the 

door when the Egyptians tried to follow. 

 

Oftentimes it is our fear that keeps us from enjoying all that God wants to give us.  We 

fear what others will say.  We fear what might happen if we put our trust completely in 

Christ. 

 

One of the reports of the spies was that there were giants in the land and that the Israelites 

were as grasshoppers in their sight (13:33). 

 

This record tells the story of many a Christian life and in part the story of every life.  

Giants of selfishness and greed, far outranking the Anakim, oppose our advance!  But 

when the returns are all in, the fact remains that there is One with us stronger than they! 

 

Like the ten, we can be pessimists; or like the two, optimists.  Like the ten, we can put 

difficulties between us and God and say we are not able, or like the two, we can put God 

between the difficulties and ourselves and say we are able! 

 

Seed Thoughts: 

 

1. 6:24-26 reads: “(24) The LORD bless you and keep you; (25) the LORD make His 

face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; (26) the LORD lift up His countenance upon 

you, and give you peace."  This is a benediction that can go all the world over, and can 

give all the time without being impoverished.  Every heart may utter it; it is the speech of 

God; every letter may conclude with it; every day may begin with it; every night may be 

sanctified by it.  Here is a blessing of all heaven’s glad morning upon our poor lives.  It is 

the Lord Himself who brings this bar of music from heaven’s infinite anthems. 

 

2.  The Cloud by day and the Pillar of fire by night: 9:15-23.  There are also times when 

we should be still before God and wait upon Him.  When the cloud moved, Israel moved.  

When it stood still, they abode in their tents.  The steps of a good man are ordered by the 

Lord (Psalm 37:23).  So are his stops (Psalm 27:14). 
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3.  Sight and Faith – the difference between the 10 spies who doubted and Joshua and 

Caleb who believed: 13, 14. 

 

 a.  The Ten: We are not able to go up: 13:31 

  Joshua and Caleb: For we are well able: 13:30 

 b.  The Ten: For they are stronger than we: 13:31 

  Joshua and Caleb: Their defense is departed from them: 14:9 

 c.  The Ten: Brought up an evil report: 13:32 

  Joshua and Caleb: It is an exceeding good land: 14:9 

 d.  The Ten: A land that eateth up inhabitants: 13:32 

  Joshua and Caleb: They are bread for us: 14:9 

 e.  The Ten: We are grasshoppers in their sight: 13:33 

  Joshua and Caleb: And the Lord is with us; fear them not: 14:9 

 

It would appear that after Israel’s wilderness experience, due to the spies’ report, that the 

majority is not always right. 
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Deuteronomy  

The Book Of Preparation For Possession 

 

Name:  It’s name mean’s “Second Law.”  Not that it contains new laws but that the laws 

given at Sinai are here reviewed and commented upon.  Here again we have an 

occurrence of the law of Recurrence. 

 

Contents:  The Las formerly delivered is now reviewed before a new generation, and 

more largely explained to which are added instructions and conditions of blessings in 

Canaan.  Besides, Moses is now about to leave them, and having a hearty desire for their 

welfare, spends the little time he had to be with them by impressing upon them the laws 

of God, which were to be their rule of obedience and on which their civil happiness 

depended.  Experiences of the old generation are reviewed and warrings against 

disobedience to God in Canaan, with the consequences, are spelled out.  This book has 34 

chapters, 958 verses, and 28,461 words. 

 

“Observe to do” is the word of Moses to the people.  He wanted them to be doers of the 

word, and not hearers only (James 1:22). 

 

This book shows the blessings of obedience and the curse of disobedience. 

 

Everything depends on obedience, life itself, possession of the Promised Land, victory 

over foes, prosperity and happiness.  We find this book teaching the inflexibility of the 

law.  “Thou shalt” and “thou shalt not” occur over and over again, “a blessing if you 

obey” and “a curse if you will not obey.” 

 

The book contains a most interesting and instructive summary of the wilderness history 

of Israel, and in the last chapter we find an account of Moses himself.  Carefully compare 

Moses’ review of the events with the account itself given in Exodus and Numbers.  It will 

be found that Deuteronomy gives the divine rather than the human view. 

 

The Christian heart always quickens its beat when it comes to Deuteronomy, for this 

book was a favorite with our Savior.  From this book He quoted in His conflict with the 

adversary.  These passages were His weapons with which He repelled the tempter: 

Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; Deuteronomy 8:3, 6:16, 13 and 10:20.  Thus this book of 

Deuteronomy, God’s book on obedience, Moses’ last charge to his people, seems to have 

about it the peculiar blessing and protection of Christ Himself. 

 

Nothing in literature matches the majesty of its eloquence; nothing in the Old Testament 

has any more powerful appeal for the spiritual life.  No book in all the Word of God 

pictures better the life which is lived according to God’s will, and the blessings showered 

upon the soul who comes into the richness and fullness of spiritual living along the 

rugged pathway of simple obedience. 

 

The Necessity for the Book: 
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1.  A new generation had grown up which had not heard the original promulgation of the 

law given at Sinai. 

 

2.  A new country devoted to idolatrous worship of the most seductive kind was about to 

be entered. 

 

3.  New duties were soon to be taken up by them.  They had been leading a nomadic life; 

now they were to settle in cities and villages and till the land.  The people must be shown 

the need of conforming to their lives; conduct these new relations and conforming their 

lives; conduct to God’s laws. 

 

Character:  Historical and Law: Luke 24:44. 

 

Subject:  Review of God’s and Israel’s ways in the wilderness, precepts to guide Israel in 

the land, and prophecy concerning Israel’s future. 

 

Purpose:  To teach us, in view of the trial of our faith, our unfaithfulness and God’s 

never failing faithfulness, and to give us principles for guidance in the present and hope 

for the future. 

 

Outline 
 

I.  Moses’ first address: 1-4 

 A.  God’s guidance from Horeb to Kadesh: 1 

 B.  God’s guidance from Kadesh to Jordan: 2, 3 

 C.  Exhortations to obedience with a warning: 4 

II. Moses’ second address: 5-26 

 A.  The Sinaitic Law: 5-11 

 B.  Special Laws: 12-26 

III. Moses’ third address: 27-30 

 A.  Instructions for setting up the Law in the land: 27 

 B.  An exposition of the blessing and curses: 28 

 C.  A renewed declaration of the Covenant: 29, 30 

IV. Moses’ last words: 31-34 

 A.  His final charge: 31 

 B.  His farewell song: 32 

 C.  His last blessing: 33 

 D.  His lonely death: 34 

 

Scope:  A period of about 40 years. 

 

Writer:  Moses. 

 

To Whom Written:  Primarily to the new generation which had been born after leaving 

Sinai. 
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When and Where Written:  The last writings of Moses, in the plains of Moab. 

 

Key Chapter:   29.  The Palestinian Covenant. 

 

Key Verse:  6:5 – “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your strength.” 

 

Key Words: 

 

1.  Obedience: 10:12, 13 

2.  Remember: 

 a. The works of God and the giving of the Law: 4:9, 10 

 b. The covenant of the Lord: 4:23 

 c. Their bondage in Egypt: 5:15; 15:15 

 d. God’s judgment upon Pharaoh and Egypt: 7:18 

 e. God’s guidance and provisions: 8:2-6 

 f. Their rebellion against God: 9:7 

 g. Their deliverance from Egypt: 16:3 

 h. The divine judgments: 24:9 

 i. The power of the enemy: 25:17 

 j. The days of old: 32:7 

 

Key Phrase:  Observe and do: 12:1. 

 

Key Thought:  The review of the Law: 4:1. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Stop and think. 

 

Several hundred years before, God had promised to Abraham and his seed a rich and 

wondrous land upon whose borders they were standing (Genesis 17:8).  Now they were 

ready to enter in after all the years of anticipation and hope.  The closing chapters of 

Numbers found them camped by the Jordan, waiting to go over into the goodly land 

itself. 

 

As we shall see, in Deuteronomy God is putting before the children of Israel the 

conditions of their entering and holding the land.  We see all these conditions of their 

entering and holding the land.  We see all these conditions summed up in one great word: 

obedience. 

 

The book of Deuteronomy is one long plea for hearty obedience to God based on two 

grand motives of love and fear.  “And now, Israel, what does the LORD require of you, 

but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the 

LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul” (10:12). 

 

In the first four books of the Pentateuch God is choosing Israel.  Now He is letting Israel 

choose Him. 
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Types of the Believer’s Experiences 
 

Israel’s wandering in the wilderness is, in a sense, a type of the believer in the world, but 

not of it.  Our citizenship is in heaven, and as pilgrims and strangers here, we have a life: 

 

1.  Under God’s guidance: 8:2a with John 16:13; Romans 8:14 

2.  Of humbleness before God: 8:2b with 1 Peter 5:5, 6 

3.  Upheld by God: 8:3a with Philippians 1:6; 4:19 

4.  Insufficient apart from God: 8:3b with Job 23:12; Matthew 4:4 

5.  Of anticipation in God: 8:7-10 with Philippians 3:12-14; Colossians 3:1-4 

6.  Of gratitude to God: 8:10 with 1 Corinthians 15:57; 2 Corinthians 9:15 

7.  Strengthened by God: 8:18 with Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8 

 

Customs: “You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together” (22:10).  For eating 

purposes the ox was considered clean (sanitary).  But the donkey was considered to be 

unclean.  The yoking of these two animals together for work was forbidden.  The ox is 

meek, patient, slow, but very strong and very willing.  The donkey is just the opposite, 

stubborn, unpredictable and obstinate, typical of stupidity.  You can imagine how much 

plowing a farmer would get done in a day with such a team.  This principle applies to us 

as God’s children (2 Corinthians 6:14-18). 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  The greatest doctrinal statement in the Old Testament: 6:4, 5 – “(4) Hear, O Israel: the 

LORD our God, the LORD is one!  (5) You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” 

 

2.  The riches of divine supplies and the danger of forgetfulness and idolatry: 8. In this 

chapter we notice the purpose of Israel’s wandering in the wilderness (vs. 2-6).  It did not 

take God 40 years to get Israel out of Egypt, it too 40 years to get Egypt out of Israel. 

 

3.  The blessings of obedience and the curse of sin: 28. 

 

4.  The plight of the backslider: 28:65, 66 – “(65) And among those nations you shall find 

no rest, nor shall the sole of your foot have a resting place; but there the LORD will give 

you a trembling heart, failing eyes, and anguish of soul.  (66) Your life shall hang in doubt 

before you; you shall fear day and night, and have no assurance of life.” 

 

5.  When God leads, He supplies the shoe leather: 29:5 – “And I have led you forty years 

in the wilderness.  Your clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not 

worn out on your feet.” 

 

6.  God’s grace and goodness to Israel: 33:29 

a. Saved: 29a   d. Strengthened: 29d 

b. Shielded: 29b 

c. Sustained: 29c 
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Division II 

Historical Books 

 
Subject: God’s acts or dealings with Israel to cause them to posses their inheritance of 

the Promised Land: Genesis 13:15; Exodus 6:6-8; Joshua 1:1-9; 3:17; 11:23. 

 

Purpose:  To illustrate typically God’s dealings with us to cause us to enjoy our place 

and blessings in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus: Ephesians 1:3. 

 

This section includes the book of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1and 2 Samuel, 1and 2 Kings, 1 

and 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. 

 

Israel’s recorded Old Testament history ends with the return of the remnant from 

Babylonian captivity as recorded in Ezra and Nehemiah, and with the Jews who chose to 

remain in Mesopotamia, as recorded by Esther.  All the prophets except five prophesied 

before captivity, Ezekiel and Daniel during captivity, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi 

after the remnant returned from captivity. 

 

 

Joshua 

The Book of Conquest and Settlement 

 

Conditions In Canaan 
 

Politically, the land was under the control of people who lived in city-states.  A walled 

city situated on top of a mound could resist an invading force for almost an indefinite 

period as long as their water and food supply lasted.  Consequently, for Israel conquest 

and occupation seemed like a formidable and impossible assignment. 

 

The Canaanites were polytheistic in their religion.  El was the chief god who was called 

“father bull” and creator.  His wife’s name was Asherah.  Chief among their many 

offspring was Baal, meaning “lord” (1 Kings 18:19).  He was the reigning king of the 

gods who were believed to control heaven and earth and fertility. 

 

Archaeologists have pointed out that the evidence of Canaanite culture of Joshua’s time 

indicates that the people practiced child sacrifice, religious prostitution, and snake 

worship in their religious rites and ceremonies.  The conditions, however, were known to 

Moses and he warned the Israelites that if they did not destroy these wicked people, the 

Israelites would be ensnared in the sins of the Canaanites (Leviticus 18:24-28; 20-30; 

Deuteronomy 12:31; 20:17, 18). 
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This divine judgment coming upon the Canaanites through the Israelites was preceded by 

a long period of mercy.  The patriarchs while living in Canaan had erected their altars in 

numerous places, exemplifying the worship of the true God of heaven and earth.  When 

God promised Abraham the land of Canaan for his descendants (Genesis 15:16), the 

Bible states that the iniquity of the Amorite was not yet full and that the Israelites would 

dwell in Egypt for four centuries.  After this long period, the Canaanites had become 

worse so that the time for judgment was ripe as Israel entered to occupy the land. 

 

Name:  Joshua’s original name was “Oshea” (Numbers 13:8), a word meaning 

“salvation”.  He was also called “Jehoshua” and “Hoshea” (Numbers 13:16; 

Deuteronomy 32:44).  “Joshua” (Numbers 14:6) means “Jehovah saves” or “Jehovah is 

salvation.”  The Greek equivalent of “Joshua” is “Jesus” and twice in the King James 

Version he is referred to by this name (Acts 7:45; Hebrews 4:8). 

 

Contents:  Leadership and the government of Israel rested upon Joshua after the death of 

Moses.  The settlement of the nation under him the conquests, the division of the land of 

Canaan to the Children of Israel, all show the faithful hand of the Lord in delivering His 

people from a land not theirs to a land of milk and honey, promised them centuries 

before.  All of this was given in spite of their murmurings, ingratitude, and unbelief in the 

wilderness.  The book of Joshua was to Israel what the book of Ephesians in to the 

Christian.  Canaan is not a type of heaven, but a place of victorious living over the power 

of the enemy.  This book has 24 chapters, 658 verses, and 18,858 words. 

 

This book goes on where Deuteronomy leaves off.  It is a continuation of the history of 

the chosen people. 

 

The chosen people were led out of bondage by Moses, and led into the Promised Land by 

Joshua.  In this book, Israel not only overcomes the enemy but occupies the land which 

God promised them. 

 

Joshua completes what Moses began!  God never leaves His work unfinished.  

Remember the great craftsman always has another tool sharpened and ready for use.  

Service awaits everyone.  You can always honor God best by taking up your task with a 

strong and resolute heart that trusts God. 

 

The nation that was led out by Moses was led in by Joshua! 

 

“Moses is dead!”  Then the march must be halted!  Without the leader the followers were 

left forlorn.  There was gloom in the camp.  Joshua was appalled by the magnitude of his 

task.  To go forward under such conditions would mean failure. 

 

When great hearts fail, faint hearts will flee!  The poor Israelites were ready to turn back 

into the desert and dig their graves among the sand dunes where the bones of their fathers 

were buried.  They could not invaded this land filled with giants and take their walled 

cities.  The conquest of the land was impossible! 
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Who talks like that?  Not God!  A million men may die!  No man is indispensable to the 

God of heaven.  The greatest that ever lived is only a servant and when he completes his 

task, God has another to follow in his train. 

 

Character:  Historical 

 

Subject:  Israel’s entrance into (1-5), conquest of (6-12), and division of the land of 

Canaan for their inheritance (13-24). 

 

Purpose:  To teach us how Jesus, our Joshua, would lead us into the place of blessing, 

give us victory over the enemy, and cause us to enjoy our blessings in the heavenlies in 

Christ. 

 

Outline 
 

I.  Entering the Land: 1:1-5:12 

 A.  Preparation of the People: 1:1-3:13 

 B.  Passage of the People: 3:14-4:24 

 C.  Purification of the People: 5:1-12 

II. Conquering the Land: 5:13-12:24 

 A.  The Central Campaign: 5:13-9:27 

 B.  The Southern Campaign: 10 

 C.  The Northern Campaign: 11, 12 

III. Possessing the Land: 13-24 

 A.  The borders of the Tribes: 13:19 

 B.  The Cities of Refuge: 20 

 C.  The Cities of the Levites: 21 

 D.  Last Acts and Words of Joshua: 22-24 

 

Scope:  The events recorded in Joshua cover a period of about twenty-five years.  The era 

of the conquest is thought to be approximately seven years.  The clue to this figure is 

Caleb’s age.  At Kadesh-barnea, he is forty years old.  At the end of the settlement he is 

eighty-five.  This gives forty-five years from Kadesh to the settlement.  We already have 

thirty-eight years as the period of wandering.  Thus seven years is the period of the 

conquest. 

 

Writer: Joshua: 24:26 

 

Where and Where Written:  Possibly 1425 to 1420 B.C., somewhere in Canaan. 

 

Key Chapter: 1. God commissions Joshua. 

 

Key Verses:  21:44, 45 – “The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that 

He had sworn to their fathers.  And not a man of all their enemies stood against them; the 

LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand.  Not a word failed of any good thing 

which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel.  All came to pass.” 
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Key Word:  Possess. 

 

Key Phrase:  God’s faithfulness: 1:3 – “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread 

upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.” 

 

21:45 – “Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of 

Israel.  All came to pass.” 

 

Key Thought: Settlement of the Nation: 1:2-6.  Thus far Israel has been in three different 

lands: 

 

1.  In Egypt, the place of bondage: Genesis 46:1-Exodus 14:31 

2.  In the wilderness, the place of training: Exodus 15:1 – Joshua 3:17 

3.  In Canaan, the placed of rest: Joshua 4:1-11:23 

 

Later, Babylon, in Mesopotamia, was to become the place of her captivity and 

repentance: 2 Chronicles 36:17; Ezra 3:1; Nehemiah 1:5-11. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Take the land – “Possess your possessions.”  That Israel did possess 

her possession (the land) is found in the following: 

 

1.  God’s Promise to give the Land: 

 a. To Abraham: Genesis 15:7, 18; 17:8 

 b. To Isaac: Genesis 24:7; 26:4 

 c. To Jacob: Genesis 28:13; 35:12 

 d. To Moses: Exodus 6:8; 12:25; Deuteronomy 4:21, 22 

2.  God’s promise for Israel to inhabit and possess the same Land: 

 a. To Moses: Leviticus 20:24; Numbers 35:34 

 b. To Joshua: 1:1-4 

3.  God’s promise to go before them and fight for them in the Land: 

 a. To Moses: Deuteronomy 1:30; 3:22; 9:3; 31:3 

 b. To Joshua: 1:5 

4.  God’s Faithfulness to His Promises: 

 a. He never forsook them: 1:2-6 

 b. He fought for them: 10:42 

 c. He gave them ALL the land promised: 11:23; 21:43-45; Nehemiah 9:23-25.   

     That Israel “rested” in the Land indicates possession. 

 

The statement has often been made that Israel did not possess all the land.  The original 

promise to Abraham included the land from the “river of Egypt to the river Euphrates” 

(Genesis 15:18).  The “river of Egypt” is the dividing line between Canaan and Egypt.  It 

is not really a river, but a “wady” – a stream in its valley – of the desert at the border of 

Egypt.  When the land was divided, the children of Judah received their portion “unto the 

river of Egypt” (15:4, 47).  Joshua said God “gave unto Israel all the land which He 

swore to give unto their fathers; and they possessed it and dwelt therein…There failed 

not ought of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the house of Israel; all came to 
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pass” (21:43-45 with 1:3-5).  If ever a portion of Scripture settled this question, this 

portion does.  All certainly does not mean part.  It is a historical fact that the boundaries 

of Israel were extended during the reigns of David and Solomon to their fullest.  David’s 

dominion was established by the river Euphrates (1 Chronicles 18:3).  Solomon’s was to 

the border of Egypt.  Nehemiah also said that god gave them the land promised to their 

fathers (Nehemiah 9:21-25).  It appears from Scripture that Israel did possess all the land. 

 

5.  Continued possession of the land was conditioned on obedience to God.  The principle 

announced all throughout God’s dealings with Israel in this matter was: “obey Me and I 

will bless you; disobey Me and you will be taken out of the Land” (Leviticus 26:27-35; 

Deuteronomy 4:1, 2, 23-26).  That Israel failed to “drive out” all the inhabitants of the 

Land as God had commanded, did not effectively occupy it, and lost it when taken into 

captivity, is in no sense a failure of the Divine Promise (Nehemiah 9:26-31). 

 

Christ Is Seen As:  Captain of the Lord’s host: 5:14 

 

Types of Christ: 
 

1.  Joshua, whose name means “savior.”  Moses, who represented the Law, could only 

take Israel to the threshold of the Promised Land.  It took Joshua, “savior”, to take over 

and carry through to the inheritance.  The Law (Moses) was the schoolmaster that led to 

Christ (Joshua): John 1:17; Galatians 3:24, 25. 

 

2.  Rahab’s scarlet thread – a type of Christ’s blood which brings about deliverance from 

judgment and safety from death: 2:12-21; 6:22-25 with Exodus 12:13; Ephesians 1:7; 

Hebrews 9:19-22. 

 

Types of the Believers Experiences: 
 

1.  Crossing Jordan: 3. The river Jordan, between the wilderness and Canaan, stands for 

our death with Christ, or separation from self to a life of victory (Romans 6:11). 

 

2.  Entering Canaan: 3:17-4:1.  The land of Canaan stands for victory, death to self daily, 

and the presenting of our bodies as living sacrifices unto the lord.  Canaan is not, nor can 

be, a type of heaven, as some would have us believe.  Battles had to be fought there; 

giants stood in their way; defeat loomed on occasions.  There are no battles to be fought, 

no enemies to conquer, no defeats to suffer, in heaven. 

 

The crossing of the Red Sea and the river Jordan should be accomplished in one act, 

spiritually, but with most Christians there is a wilderness experience.  It is only when we 

are living in Canaan and enjoying the milk and honey of that victorious land that we are 

filled with God’s Spirit unto all pleasing.  Our test verse for this experience: “For they 

themselves declare concerning us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you 

turned to God from idols [Red Sea] to serve the living and true God [across Jordan]” (1 

Thessalonians 1:9).  God brought us out that He might bring us in (Deuteronomy 6:23). 
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3.  The Canaanites – a type of our spiritual enemies: Ephesians 6:12-18. 

 

4.  Rahab’s Deliverance: 6:1-25.  Her plight in Jericho is a picture of the sinner’s state 

and deliverance. 

 

 a. Straightly shut up (bound by sin): vs. 1 with Romans 3:23 

 b. Under God’s curse or wrath: vs. 17a with John 3:36b 

 c. Judged and condemned: vs. 21 with John 3:18b 

 d. She believed in God: 2:9-11 with John 6:29 

 e. She accepted god’s message: 2:12-18 with Romans 10:17 

 f. She obeyed the word: 2:21 with John 5:24; Romans 6:17 

 g. She and her family saved from wrath: 6:22-25 with Acts 16:31; 1  

     Thessalonians 5:9 

 h. Her testimony lasted and counted for God: Hebrews 11:31 

 

5.  Failure and victory at Ai: 7:1-8:29.  The failure at Ai signifies the power of secret sin, 

which robs us of fellowship.  To lose fellowship with Christ is to lose all power of 

testimony for Him.  Not only is this truth brought out by Achan’s individual sin, but the 

truth of the oneness of God’s people suffering as a result of an individual sin.  The whole 

camp suffered defeat at Ai: “Israel has sinned” (v. 11).  Sin is individual in its act, but 

collective in its results.  The whole cause of Christ is injured by the sin of one believer, 

whether the sin of omission or commission. 

 

Another brief note concerning the campaign at Ai in chapters 7 and 8.  One man’s sin 

caused Israel’s defeat.  Achan had hidden the wedge of gold.  Beware of the wedge of 

gold.  Achan alone was guilty, yet we read: “Israel has sinned, and they have also 

transgressed My covenant which I commanded them.  For they have even taken some of 

the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they have also put it among 

their own stuff” (7:11). 

 

No one’s sins affect himself alone.  None of us lives to himself.  One stricken with 

chicken pox can infect an entire schoolroom.  A few influenza germs can infect a whole 

nation.  The sin of one becomes the sin of the community. 

 

Every sin you commit will hunt you down, find you out, and make you pay.  Know this, 

there has never been one sin committed on this earth for which the man who committed it 

did not suffer.  You may escape the law of man.  You cannot escape the law of God. 

 

Seed Thoughts: 
 

1.  Conditions for success: 1:1-16 

 

 a. Fulfill the purpose of God – arise and go: v. 2.  God may bury His workman, 

     but He never buries His work.  We must “get out of” the wilderness before we 

     can “get into” the place of blessing (Deuteronomy 6:23; Amos 2:10). 

 b. Exercise faith in the promises of God: v. 3.  Faith without works is dead  
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     (James 2:26). 

 c. Be assured of the presence of God: vs. 5, 9b. 

 d. Faithfulness to God’s leading – observe and do: v. 7.  This results in being 

     led in right paths for His name’s sake (Psalm 23:3). 

 e. Meditate in the Word of God – observe and do: v. 8.  This and this alone,  

     assures one of God’s approval (Psalm 1:2; 2 Timothy 2:15). 

 f. Apply the Word of God in daily living: v. 8b.  “Observe and do” – doers as 

     well as hearers – (Colossians 3:16; James 1:22).  

 g. Be strong and courageous; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: v. 9.  God is 

     still upon the throne.  We must rise above our circumstances (Psalm 118:6; 2  

     Corinthians 12:9). 

 h. Yieldedness to the will of God: v. 16 with Colossians 3:1-3; 1 Thessalonians  

     4:3a, 7; 5:18). 

 

2.  Caleb’s Testimony: 14:10-13. 

 

 a. As to God’s faithfulness: v. 10 with Philippians 1:6; 1 Peter 1:5; Jude 24 

 b. As to God’s power: v. 11 with 3 John 2 

 c. As to God’s power: v. 12 with 1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

It is not surprising to find that after such a testimony as this that Caleb received Joshua’s 

blessing and God’s inheritance: v. 13 with 2 Timothy 4:8. 

 

3.  Christian Obligation: 24:14-24 

 

 a. Fear the Lord: v. 14a 

 b. Separation unto the Lord: v. 14b 

 c. Choose the Lord over all: v. 15 

 d. Confess the Lord: vs. 16-18a 

 e. Serve the Lord: vs. 18b, 21 

 f. Witness for the Lord: v. 22 

 g. Make vows to the Lord (and keep them): v. 24 
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Judges 

The Book of Declension and Apostasy 

 

Name:  The book is named after the thirteen judges, twelve of whom were raised up of 

God and one was a usurper.  The word means “rulers” from the verb “to put right and 

then to rule.”  The origin and description of the name is given in 2:17-19.  The Judges are 

called “saviors” in 3:9 RV, and the word “deliverer” is constantly translated “save” in the 

margin. 

 

Connection With Preceding Book:  Judges is a continuation of the life of Israel after the 

death of Joshua and the elders after Joshua. 

 

Contents:  It gives an account of the lives, actions, and office of the Judges.  God was 

still King in Israel, the government was a theocracy, and the Judges were His deputies.  

Their office was not continual and, as they were extraordinary persons, they were only 

raised up on extraordinary occasions to be instruments in the hands of God in (1) 

delivering the people out of the hands of their enemies when oppressed, distressed, or 

carried captive by them; (2) protecting them in the enjoyment of their country, rights, and 

liberties; (3) leading out their armies against their enemies when needful; and (4) settling 

differences, judging lawsuits, and administering justice.  It contains an account of all the 

judges except the last two, Eli and Samuel, who are mentioned in 1 Samuel.  This book 

begins with compromise and ends in anarchy and confusion.  It is a record of Israel’s 

forsaking God (2:13) and of his forsaking her because of disobedience (2:23).  Judges has 

21 chapters, 618 verses, and 18,976 words. 

 

Someone has called the book of Judges the account of the Dark Ages of the Israelite 

people.  The people forsook God (Judges 2:13) and God forsook the people (Judges 

2:23). 

 

2:13 – “Therefore the LORD left those nations, without driving them out immediately; 

nor did He deliver them into the hand of Joshua.” 

 

It was a new hour in the history of Israel.  Remember, Israel had come from a long era of 

bondage in Egypt to a period of forty years when she lived in tents and wandered in the 

wilderness.  Now the march was over.  The nomads were to become settlers in a land of 

their own.  The change was not as easy for them as they expected it to be.  The book of 

Judges is in a way another book of beginnings where we see a new nation adjusting her 

national life.  It is filled with struggle and disasters but the moral courage of the people 

grows. 

 

There were three types of Judges: 

 

1. The warrior-judge as Gideon and Samson 

2. Priest – judge as Eli 

3. Prophet-judge as Samuel 
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The chief judges were Deborah, Gideon, Samson and Samuel. 

 

There is a phrase running through the last five chapters of the book – “everyone did what 

was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6).  Mark this phrase every time you find it.  We 

find the people falling away from Jehovah and worshiping the gods of the nations round 

them (Judges 2:13).  They forgot that God had chosen them for a purpose – to tell the 

world the truth that there is but one true God.  In punishment for their sins God would 

deliver them into the hand of that nation.  Then under the oppression of these new 

enemies they would cry to God for mercy and He would hear them and send a judge to 

deliver them.  And so the book is full of rebellion, punishment, misery, and deliverance.  

It has a minor key throughout. 

 

On thing we learn in the book of Judges is that a people who spend much of their time in 

disobedience to God make little progress during their lifetime.  The book of Numbers 

recounts the forty years of wandering in the wilderness, but this book repeats again and 

again a record of departure from God. 

 

This book is in sharpest contrast to Joshua: 

 

In Joshua In Judges 

Joy Sobs 

Heavenly Vision Earthly in emphasis 

Victory Defeat 

Progress Declension 

Faith Unbelief 

Freedom Servitude 

 

 

Professor Moorehead, D.D., gives an outline for Judges that is easy to remember.  “Seven 

apostasies, seven servitudes to seven heathen nations, seven deliverances!” 

 

Over the book of Judges as a guide to its spiritual interpretation might be written 

Zechariah’s great word: Zechariah 4:6 – “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, 

says the LORD of hosts.” 

 

Character:  Historical 

 

Subject:  Israel’s failure to drive out the inhabitants of the land as God had commanded, 

and His grace in raising up Judges to save them from their enemies, who become thorns 

in their sides (Numbers 33:51 – 56). 

 

Purpose:  To reveal to us the cause of the failure to enjoy our blessings, and God’s grace 

in restoring and renewing fellowship. 
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Outline 
 

I.  Commencing Failure: 1:1-2:13 

 A.  Compromise with sin: 1:1-36 

 B.  Condemnation for sin: 2:1-5 

 C.  Continuation in sin: 2:6-13 

II. Combating Failure: 2:14-16:31 

 A.  Introduction: 2:14-3:4 

  1.  God’s punishment: 2:14-16 

  2.  God’s pity: 2:16 

  3.  Israel’s perversity: 2:17-19 

  4.  Israel’s proving: 2:20-3:4 

 B.  The Seven Apostasies: 3:15-16:31 – Note the steps in Israel’s trouble: 3:5-8 

  1.  Failed to drive out the idolaters 

  2. Dwelt among them 

  3.  Intermarried with them 

  4.  Served other gods 

  5.  Forgot their own God 

  6.  Were sold by god to their enemies 

III. Continuing Failure: 17-21 

 A.  Failure of the Individual: 17:1-5 

 B.  Failure of the Priesthood: 17:7-13 

 C.  Failure of the two Tribes: 18:1-20:14 

  1.  Dan: 18:1-31 

  2.  Benjamin: 19:1-20:14 

 D.  Failure of the 12 Tribes: 20:15-21:25 

 

Scope:  It contains a history of more than 350 years. 

 

Writer:  Probably Samuel. 

 

When and Where Written: Probably in the early years of Samuel’s ministry, 

somewhere in Palestine. 

 

Key Chapter:  Chapter 2, the beginning of Israel’s apostasy. 

 

Key Verse:  21:25 – “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was 

right in his own eyes.” 

 

Key Word:  Delivered, found 28 times. 

 

Key Phrase:  “Neither did” or “Did not.”  In 1:27, 29, 30, 31 and 33 we see incomplete 

victory because Israel’s leaders “neither did” drive out of Canaan her enemies. 

 

Key Thought:  Conflicts of a Nation. 
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Spiritual Thought:  Watch the borders (discipline):  Isaiah 56:10, 11; Ezekiel 3:17-21; 1 

Thessalonians 5:4-8. 

 

Christ Is Seen As: 
 

1.  Our Deliverer: 3:9 – “When the children of Israel cried out to the LORD, the LORD 

raised up a deliverer for the children of Israel, who delivered them…” 

 

2.  The angel of the Lord: 6:12.  This is an appearance to Gideon – “And the Angel of the 

LORD appeared to him and said to him, the LORD is with you, you mighty man of 

valor!” 

 

Types of the Believer’s Experiences: 
 

Jephthah, saved to serve: 11.  The story of Jephthah is the story of every converted 

sinner, a lifting up “from the dunghill, and a setting among the princes” (Psalm 113:7, 

8). 

 

1.  He was born in sin – the son of a harlot: v. 1.  “A mighty man of valor,” but a child of 

iniquity.  By birth he was disqualified from entering the congregation of the Lord 

(Deuteronomy 23:2 with Psalm 51:5; John 3:3, 5, 7). 

 

2.  He was disinherited: v. 2.  By one man’s disobedience we were made sinners (Romans 

5:19a).  Adam’s sin drove him out of his inheritance and all his posterity have been born 

outside (in his likeness, Genesis 5:3).  “The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 

God” (1 Corinthians 6:9).  If we would have an inheritance among them that are 

sanctified, it must be by faith in Jesus (Acts 26:18b). 

 

3.  He associated with the vain: v. 3 with Romans 3:12. 

 

4.  He received an important invitation: vs. 5, 6 with Matthew 11:28; John 6:37. 

 

5.  He confessed before the Lord: v. 11 with Romans 10:9, 10, 13. 

 

6.  He was endued with power: v. 29 with Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8. 

 

7.  He gained the victory: v. 32 with John 16:33; 1 John 5:4. 

 

Seed Thoughts: 
 

1.  Israel’s failure to drive out the Canaanites.  Israel had been chosen to be God’s 

peculiar people before godless nations.  She was commanded to utterly destroy these 

nations, lest she learn to commit their sins (Deuteronomy 7:1, 2; 20:17, 18).  Upon 

entering the land, she received her inheritance under Joshua, but the first step in her 

failure to drive out the inhabitants of the land came under Joshua himself. 
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 a. He made a league (covenant with some of the citizens after God had 

commanded them not to: Joshua 9:14, 15, 20 with Deuteronomy 7:2. 

 

 b. Having “settled” in the Land, they lacked faith in God to fight their battles and 

to drive out the inhabitants: 1:19.  They trusted Him to break down the walls of Jericho, 

but their hearts melted when they saw the chariots of iron, thus walking by sight and not 

by faith.  Israel had been promised a land of plenty in its many valleys, but now the 

enemy was in the valley and Israel had to content herself with the hillsides (Judges 1:34 

with Deuteronomy 8:7).  David later drove the Canaanites from the valleys (1 Chronicles 

12:15). 

 

 c. In her failure to “utterly destroy” them as commanded, Israel became greedy 

and taxed the Canaanites: 1:28 with 1 Timothy 6:10.  Israel had forgotten her own 

Egyptian bondage and put these people into a form of slavery, or put a yoke upon these 

people. 

 

 d. Israel fell in love with the Canaanites and became unequally yoked together in 

marriage: 3:5, 6 with Deuteronomy 7:3; 2 Corinthians 6:14. 

 

 e. They compromised their convictions and served other gods: 3:7 with 

Deuteronomy 7:5, 25; 2 Corinthians 6:14-17.  They served Baalim (2:11), forsook the 

Lord (2:12), and forgot the Lord their God (3:7). 

 

Instead of keeping His commandments and walking in His ways so that other nations 

would know that Israel was called by His name, Israel is now on the road to becoming the 

“tail” of nations instead of the “head” (Deuteronomy 28:9, 10, 13). 

 

2.  Some weak things made strong. 1 Corinthians 1:27 – “For God has chosen the 

foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things 

of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty.” 

 

a. The left hand: 3:21 

b. An ox-goad: 3:31 

c. A woman: 4:14 

d. A nail: 4:21 

e. A barley-cake: 7:13 

f. Pitcher and trumpet: 7:20 

g. Piece of millstone: 9:53 

h. Jawbone of an ass: 15:16 

 

3.  Gideon, a man of valor: 6:12 

 

a. Great humility: 6:15 

b. Deliberate: 6:17 

c. Devoted to God: 6:24 

d. Obedient to God: 6:27 
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e. Empowered for service: 6:34 

f. On speaking terms with God: 6:36; 7:9 

g. Wise: 7:16-18 

h. Diplomatic: 8:1-3 

 

4.  Gideon’s 32,000 volunteers, or many called but few chosen: 7:1-8 with Matthew 

22:14. 

 

a. Gideon’s call to arms: 6:34, 35 

b. 22,000 self-approved, fearful, and scared men disqualified: 7:2, 3 with 2 

Timothy 2:3 

c. 9,700 self-interested were disqualified.  In their eagerness to quench their 

thirst, they lapped water with their tongues as a dog laps.  No possible 

chance to keep an eye on the enemy this way: 7:4-6 with 1 Peter 5:8. 

d. 300 self-alerted men qualified by bowing their knees and lapping water, 

putting their hand to their mouth.  This gave them a ready eye open to see 

the enemy: 7:6 with Matthew 26:41.  Bowing the knee is symbolic of 

prayer – crying to God, depending on Him in every circumstance.  

Soldiers of the Lord do their best when they “cry unto the Lord in battle” 

(1 Chronicles 5:20). 

 

 

 

Ruth 

The Book of Disloyalty, Loyalty, and Royalty 

 

Name:  The book takes its name from the chief character of its narrative.  Two books of 

the Bible bear the names of women: Ruth and Esther. 

 

Connection with Preceding Book:  The book of Ruth singles out a family that lived 

during the period of Judges: 1:1. 

 

Contents:  A man of Bethlehem, named Elimelech, with his wife Naomi and his two 

sons Mahlon and Chilion, left his own country in the time of a famine and went to 

sojourn in the land of Moab.  There he died and Naomi married her two sons to two 

Moabitish women: Mahlon married Ruth, who is the chief subject of this book and 

Chilion married one named Orpah.  In about ten years both these brethren died.  Naomi, 

accompanied by her two daughters-in-law, set out to return to the land of Judah, she 

having heard that plenty was again restored to her country.  On the way she besought her 

daughters to return to their own country and kindred.  Orpah returned but Ruth insisted 

on accompanying her mother-in-law.  They arrived in Bethlehem about the time of 

harvest and Ruth went to the fields to glean for their support.  The ground on which she 

was providentially employed belonged to Boaz, one of the relatives of Elimelech, her 

father-in-law.  When Boaz found out who she was, he ordered her to be kindly treated 

and appointed her both meat and drink with his own servants.  Finding that she was by 
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marriage his kinswoman, he purposed to take her to be his wife, if a nearer kinsman who 

was then living should refuse.  He refused to take Ruth and surrendered his right to her, 

according to the custom of those times, at the Bethlehem gate before the elders of the 

city.  Boaz took this gentile to be his wife, by whom she had Obed, who was the father of 

Jesse, the father of David.  Ruth is mentioned by name in the genealogy of Christ 

(Matthew 1:5). 

 

The book reveals that in the midst of abounding apostasy and fearful licentiousness, as 

revealed in Judges 18-20, there were those who still remained loyal to Jehovah and lived 

in purity and simplicity of life before God, as Boaz.  It also makes known how God can 

take up the most unlikely, and the carrying out of His plan through Ruth’s son in keeping 

alive His promise to Abraham, which was made about a thousand years earlier.  Abraham 

had been called by God to found a nation for the purpose of one day bringing the Messiah 

to the Jew and Gentile alike.  Recorded in the book of Ruth is the founding of the family 

within that nation through whom this savior would come.  Ruth was the great-

grandmother of King David.  From this book on, throughout the entire Old Testament 

David’s family is predominant. 

 

This book is a love story without using the word “love.”  It is evidently an appendix to 

the book of Judges, and contains a perfect history of itself.  Ruth contains 4 chapters, 85 

verses, and 2,578 words. 

 

Character:  Historical. 

 

Subject:  God’s sovereign grace in engineering circumstances and bringing together 

those who would be a part of the lineage through whom Messiah would come. 

 

Purpose:  To teach us that Salvation is of the Jew, but not for the Jew alone: 1:16; John 

4:22. 

 

Outline 
 

I.  Departure and Discipline: 1 

 A. Disobedience and death: 1:1-5 

 B. Despair and determination: 1:6-18 

 C. Distrust and discontent: 1:19-22 

II. Gleaning and Grace: 2 

 A. Goodness and gathering: 2:1-3 

 B. Generosity and guidance: 2:4-17 

 C. Gift and gratitude: 2:18-23 

III. Petition and promise: 3 

 A. Preparation and prayer: 3:1-7 

 B. Pledge and Patience: 3:8-18 

IV. Redemption and Rest: 4 

 A. Request and refusal: 4:1-6 

 B. Repurchase and receipt: 4:7, 8 
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 C. Reference and response: 4:9-12 

 D. Restoration and rejoicing: 4:13-22 

 

Scope:  The events recorded in Ruth cover a period of over 12 years. 

 

Writer:  Probably Samuel 

 

Key Chapter:  1. Ruth’s decision. 

 

Key Verse:  4:14 – “Then the women said to Naomi, blessed be the LORD, who has not 

left you this day without a close relative, and may his name be famous in Israel!” 

 

Key Word:  Kinsman: 2:1 

 

Key Phrase:  Near of kin: 2:20b 

 

Key Thought:  Individual experience in the time of apostasy: 1:16 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Gather the grain – reap the harvest: Psalm 126:6. 

 

Christ is Seen As:  Our Kinsman-redeemer: 2:1 

 

Types of Christ:  This book wonderfully portrays the Lord Jesus Christ as our Kinsman-

redeemer.  What Boaz was to Ruth, Christ is to all who draw near unto God through the 

blood of Christ. 

 

1.  The character of the Kinsman-redeemer must: 

 a. Be blood related 

 b. Have the ability to pay 

 c. Be willing to redeem 

2.  The Kinsman-redeemer must: 

 a. Redeem the property 

 b. Redeem the person put to slavery 

 c. Execute vengeance on the oppressor. 

 

Such was not only Boaz for Ruth, but Christ Jesus is all this for those who are alienated 

from the life of God, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the 

covenants of promise who have no hope, and are without God in the world (Ephesians 

2:11-13). 

 

3.  Boaz is further seen as a type of Christ as: 

 a. Lord of the harvest 

 b. Giver of rest 

 c. Supplier of needs 

 d. The bridegroom 
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Types of the Believer’s Experiences:  Ruth, as a sinner, having great faith in her 

Kinsman-redeemer: 

 

A. She cast herself at his feet: 3:4-6 

B. She claimed him as her redeemer: 3:9 

C. She received his promise: 3:10-13 

D. She accepted him, and he her: 4:13a 

E. She bore fruit: 4:13b with John 15:4, 5 

 

Seed Thoughts: 
 

1.  In the New Testament we have the record of the prodigal son who went into a far 

country, was stripped of all he had, but returned, was welcomed by his relatives and 

friends, and received his father’s best (Luke 15:11-24).  Chapter one of Ruth is a story of 

a prodigal family which had the same experience. 

 

Elimelech and his family lived in Bethlehem, which means “House of bread.”  This was 

God’s “there” for this family – the place of God’s choosing for this family.  “House of 

bread” is equivalent to Philippians 4:19 – “My God shall supply all your need…”  Every 

child of God has a “there.”  Elimelech and his family left their “there” to “sojourn” (just 

visit) in Moab, a land called “God’s washpot,” which was “off-limits” to a true Israelite 

because of the awful sins of this land and their idolatry (Psalm 60:8).  Once in Moab, 

Elimelech continued there (put down his roots), and then the family dwelt there fro ten 

years.  Outside the place of God’s “there”, notice what Naomi lost: 

 

a. She lost her husband: v. 3 

b. She lost her sons: v. 5 

c. She lost her witness: v. 15 

d. She lost God’s favor: v. 13b 

e. She lost her beauty: v. 19b with Job 16:8 

f. She lost her joy: v. 20 

g. She lost God’s fullness: v. 21a 

h. She suffered God’s punishment: v. 21b 

i. But, she returned to regain God’s best: v. 22 

 

2.  Ruth’s threefold experience: 

 a. Decision – Thy God my God: 1:16 

 b. Service – gleaned in the fields: 2:3 

 c. Reward – Boaz took her (accepted in the beloved): 4:13 
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The United Kingdom Of Israel 
 

After the death of Joshua, the failure of the children of Israel to follow the Lord wholly 

gave occasion for the Judges to deliver them from the hands of their oppressors.  After 

the period of the Judges, Eli and Samuel were raised up as leaders of Israel (1 Samuel 1-

7).  It was under Samuel’s leadership that Israel, growing tired of a Theocratic form of 

government, requested a monarchy.  They demanded a king “that we also may be like all 

the nations” (1 Samuel 8).  In spite of Samuel’s plea to the contrary, God granted their 

request. 

 

During this time of the united kingdom there were 3 kings: 

 

1.  The first king – Saul (1 Samuel 15:1).  He reigned for 40 years (Acts 13:21), and is 

known as “the king who lost his crown.”  In 1 Samuel we note his: 

 

 a. Fine personal appearance: 9:2; 10:24 

 b. Humility: 10:22 

 c. Self-control: 10:27; 11:13 

 d. Self-will: 13:12, 13 

 e. Disobedience: 15:11-23 

 f. Jealousy and hatred: 18:8; 19:1 

 g. Superstition: 28:7 

 h. Suicide: 31:4 

 

2.  The second king – David (1 Samuel 16:1-13; 2 Samuel 2:3, 4; 8:15).  He reigned for 

40 years (2 Samuel 5:3-5), and is known as “Israel’s versatile king.” 

 

 a. A man after God’s own heart: Psalm 89:20; Acts 13:22 

 b. Courageous: 1 Samuel 17:34-36 

 c. A champion: 1 Samuel 17:40 

 d. A great soldier: 2 Samuel 5:7 

 e. Led by passion: 2 Samuel 5:13; 11:1-27 

 f. Listening to satan: 1 Chronicles 21:1-7 

 g. Repenting, confessing, and returning to the Lord: 1 Chronicles 21:8; 2 Samuel 

     12:1-23; Psalm 51 

 

3.  The third king – Solomon (1 Kings 1:39, 40; 2:1-12; 4:1).  He reigned in Jerusalem for 

40 years (1 Chronicles 9:30), and is known as “the king of wisdom and folly.”  His 

wisdom came as a result of his desire to be a good king (1 Kings 3:5-28).  His folly and 

downfall came as a result of his desire for “strange women,” who turned him from the 

true and living God to “strange gods” (1 Kings 11:1-25). 

 

The period of the united kingdom of Israel was 120 years.  Israel’s declension in regard 

to other nations is seen: 

 

 a. In her being afraid of other nations at Kadesh-barnea: (Numbers 13:31. 
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 b. In her mixing with other nations in Canaan: Judges 1:1-3:7 

 c. In her imitating other nations after her settlement in Canaan: 1 Samuel 8:5, 19,  

     20 

 

 

 

 

1 Samuel 

The Book Of The People’s King 

 

First and Second Samuel are named for the principle character in the early chapters of the 

book.  Samuel led Israel as its last judge and anointed Israel’s first two kings, Saul and 

David. 

 

First and Second Samuel were originally on book in the Hebrew Bible.  The Greek 

Septuagint and the Latin Vulgate first divided the Hebrew into two books.  The 

Septuagint entitled Samuel and Kings as four consecutive books called “First – Fourth 

Kingdoms.”  The Vulgate also had four books but with the title “Kings.”  In the Hebrew 

Bible the division into two books was established with the first printing of the Hebrew 

bible (A.D. 1488).  The English versions followed the Hebrew title “Samuel” which 

means, “heard of God.” 

 

First and Second Samuel are anonymous.  According to Jewish tradition, based on 1 

Chronicles 29:29, the Books of Samuel were authored by Samuel and completed by the 

prophets Nathan and Gad. 

 

As the Jewish tradition itself indicates, the Books of Samuel are a composite work of 

more than one hand.  Among the materials used were eyewitness accounts, archival 

materials, independent narratives, and poetry. 

 

Theme:  Through the prophetic ministry of Samuel, God established the monarchy of 

Israel by choosing David, “a man after his own heart,” to rule over His people (13:14).  

The book helps us see that God is Lord over history.  His sovereign plans are 

accomplished in spite of human failure. 

 

A Transition Book:  Samuel, the book, is a transition book, and Samuel, the prophet, is a 

transition man.  Herein we see Israel passing from the government of God to a self-

determined and self-demanded government.  From the rule of God, the Invisible King – 

which made them unlike other nations, they turn to the rule of a man, a visible king – 

which made them like other nations.  From a Theocracy they passed to a Monarchy.  

Samuel sees the commencement of a line of kings which had varied influences for good 

and evil in Israel and is himself the commencement of a line of prophets which for 

centuries corrected and constrained the lives of kings, priests, and the people (Acts 3:24).  

Moses was the transition leader from Egypt to Canaan; Samuel was the transition leader 

fro the Theocratic government to a Monarchy – a task which was second only to that of 
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Moses and carried out in the same humble and courageous spirit.  1 Samuel has 31 

chapters, 810 verses, and 25,051 words. 

 

Subject:  God’s dealings with Israel through Samuel as prophet, priest, and judge, and 

through Saul and David as kings, to bless and to make Israel a blessing (Genesis 22:17). 

 

Purpose and Theology: 
 

1.  The book tells of the transition in leadership from the period of the judges to the rise 

of the monarchy.  The book continues the story of Israel’s wars with the Philistines begun 

in the Book of Judges.  Samuel was a transition figure who, as the last judge, inaugurated 

the first kind, Saul (10:1), and initiated the dynasty of King David (16:13). 

 

During the judge’s period, the nation was a theocracy.  The Lord was its only king and 

authority.  The tribes had no central authority to govern them and wee held together 

because of their common commitment to the covenant with the Lord.  With the 

establishment of the kingdom, God would express His rule in a new way, through his 

chosen king. 

 

2.  The Lord’s choice of godly leadership is focal.  Samuel is extolled in contrast to Eli 

and his sons, Phinehas and Hophni.  They were rejected by God because of their evil 

deeds (2:12-36).  Under their leadership the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant 

at the battle of Aphek (4:1b-11), but under Samuel, Israel defeated the Philistines at 

Mizpah (7:1-17).  Yet Samuel’s sons were also unfit (8:1-6).  So the Lord permitted the 

people to have a king (8:6-9, 19, 20; 9:17).  King Saul, however, rejected the prophetic 

word of Samuel for reasons of political expediency (15:26-29).  God, who “looks at the 

heart” (16:7), chose David as His anointed servant to rule over Israel (16:1-13; 28:16-

19). 

 

3.  For Israel to prevail over its enemies, God required covenant faithfulness and moral 

responsibility from Israel’s leadership.  The sin of Israel’s leaders resulted in death for 

them and the people.  The Philistine’s defeat of Israel under Eli’s evil sons (4:1-21) and 

under wicked Saul (31:1-13) is contrasted with Samuel’s and David’s victories (7:13; 

23:1-5; 30:1-31). 

 

4.  God’s continued grace is another significant theme in the book.  In spite of Israel’s 

repeated failures, the Lord raised up new delivers in Samuel, Saul, and David.  God 

answered the cry of Hannah (1:9-20), called the boy Samuel (3:1-21), granted the request 

for a king (8:6-9), and spared David for Israel’s golden age to come (18:6-11, 24-27; 

19:9-10; 21:10-15). 

 

5.  The book demonstrates that God is Lord over history.  His dominion is exercised over 

the rise and fall of important figures as well as whole nations.  The motif of prophecy and 

its fulfillment shows that the Lord accomplishes His will in spite of human plans.  Also 

the presence and empowerment of the Holy Spirit in their lives of Saul and David 
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evidences God’s sovereignty (10:6, 10; 11:6; 16:13).  When God disapproved Saul. The 

spirit departed (16:14). 

 

Scope:  The events cover a period of approximately 115 years, from the birth of Samuel, 

the last of the Judges, to the death of Saul, the first king of Israel. 

 

When and Where Written:  Probably around 1070 B.C., somewhere in Palestine. 

 

Outline 
 

I.  Judicature of Eli: 1-4 

 A.  Birth of Samuel: 1, 2 

 B.  The call of Samuel: 3 

 C.  The death of Eli: 4 

II. Judicature of Samuel, the prophet-judge: 5-12 

 A.  The Ark: 5, 6 

 B.  Reformation and worship: 7 

 C.  Saul anointed: 8-11 

 D.  Samuel’s resignation of supreme judicial power: 12 

III. The History of Saul, the man-made king: 13-31 

 A. His sin against Israel: 13-15 

 B.  His sin against David: 16-27 

 C.  His sin against himself: 28-31 

  1. The witch of Endor: 28 

  2. The Philistines and David: 29 

  3. The Amalekites and David: 30 

  4. The Suicide of Saul: 31 

 

Key Chapter:  8, Israel demands a king. 

 

Key Verse:  10:25: “Then Samuel explained to the people the behavior of royalty, and 

wrote it in a book and laid it up before the LORD.  And Samuel sent all the people away, 

every man to his house.” 

 

Key Words:  King and kingdom.  Note also the word “prayed” in 1:10-27; 7:5; 8:6; 

12:19-23. 

 

Key Phrase:  Speak, Lord, for your servant hears: 3:9. 

 

Key Thought:  The organization of the kingdom: 10:25. 

 

Names and Titles of God:  “Lord of Hosts”: 1:3.  This name implies one who has never 

known defeat, a name used when a crisis arises. 

 

Note 4 things in Saul’s ordination – It was a: 
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1.  Divine ordination (9:3-20).  He went out with a bridle and came back with a scepter. 

 

2.  Prophetic ordination (10:1).  Samuel was his tutor and friend.  What an advantage but 

it was thrown away.  How often we do this today! 

  

3.  Spiritual ordination.  “The Spirit of God came upon him” (10:10).  He grieved this 

Spirit, and then he quenched Him.  If the Holy Spirit is to remain, He must be loved and 

obeyed. 

 

4.  Popular ordination.  “And all the people shouted, and said, God save the king!” 

(10:24). 

 

Saul failed God in several ways: 
 

1.  Saul’s presumption at God’s altar (13:11-13). 

 

2.  Cruelty to his son Jonathan (14:44). 

 

3.  Disobedience in the matter of Amalek (15:23). 

 

4.  His jealousy and hatred of David (18:29). 

 

5.  His sinful appeal to the witch of Endor (28:7). 

 

Seed Thoughts: 
 

1.  Prayer dominated Samuel’s Life. 

 a. Born in answer to prayer: 1:10-28 

 b. His name means “asked of God”: 1:20 

 c. His prayer brings deliverance at Mizpah: 7:2-13 

 d. His prayer when Israel asks for a king: 8:6, 12 

 e. His unceasing prayer for his people: 12:23 

 

2.  Parental delinquency always leads to juvenile delinquency.  Eli’s sin consisted in his 

negligence to reprimand his sons for profaning themselves and God’s work: 2:17, 3:13, 

14. 

 

3.  It is possible for little children to be spoken to and called by God: 3:1-10 with 

Matthew 18:1-5; 19:13, 14.  When a tender heart is open to the things of God, He will fill 

it with His call.  When children accept Christ as Savior, not only is a soul saved, but a life 

as well. 

 

4.  Saul and the “witch at Endor”: 28:7-25.  In our day when so much emphasis is placed 

upon “extrasensory perception,” it is well to see what God has to say about fortune 

telling, witchcraft, spiritism, astrology, etc.  Such things are an abomination, and are 

condemned by Him (Leviticus 20:6; Deuteronomy 18:9-12. “Necromancer,” in v. 11, is 
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one who falsely claims to talk with the dead).  That Saul went to one was sinful, to say 

the least.  While Samuel’s spirit was brought back from the intermediate state, we note 

this was accomplished by God, not by the medium.  The medium’s astonishment and 

fright indicates this.  It was not a medium communicating with the spirit of the dead, but 

God Himself actually calling back Samuel in spirit to pronounce judgment upon Saul (vs. 

15-19).  In Saul’s tragic experience, God unmasks the fraud of such practices.  Since 

Christ has the keys of hell and of death (Revelation 1:18), it hardly seems likely that 

anyone but God can speak to the spirit of the dead. 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance: 
 

God desires people “after His own heart” (13:14).  Such people mirror God’s love and 

faithfulness.  God rejected Eli’s sons as worship leaders because of their wickedness.  In 

their place God raised up “a faithful priest” who would do what was in God’s heart and 

mind (2:35).  God rejected Saul as king because of his disobedience.  God looked at 

David’s heart and chose him to lead God’s people (16:7). 

 

God is free to choose leaders for His people (see Deuteronomy 17:15).  Samuel was not a 

Levite, but God chose him to minister as a priest (1:1).  Saul was from the least 

significant family of “the smallest tribe in Israel,” but God chose him to deliver His 

people (9:16-21).  David was the youngest in his family but God chose him as king 

(16:11, 12). 

 

Christians are to respect those whom God has chosen to lead His people.  David showed 

respect for Saul because he was the Lord’s anointed.  Christians should also remember 

that God is the true leader of His people.  No Christian leader can take God’s place.   

 

God dealt harshly with Eli’s sons, who had no respect for God’s sacrifices and abused the 

laypeople who looked to them for religious leadership.  God dealt harshly with Saul, who 

disregarded God’s command given through the prophet Samuel.  No Christian leader is 

above God’s word. 
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II Samuel 

The Book Of God’s King 

 

First and Second Samuel form an uninterrupted narrative in the Hebrew Bible.  Second 

Samuel continues the story of Israel’s monarchy, tracing the history of David’s reign 

from its triumphs to its troubles. 

 

Theme:  God consolidated the kingdom through the reign of David, who unified the 

nation, conquered Israel’s foes, and received God’s covenantal promise of an eternal 

dynasty and kingdom (7:5-16).  Though David sinned, God’s grace proved greater than 

David’s sin.  Though David suffered consequences of his sin, God continued to watch 

over him and preserve his rule.  Through David, God blessed Israel with its next king 

(Solomon) and, in time, with Jesus its Messiah. 

 

Purpose and Theology: 
 

1.  2 Samuel continues the story of how God established His kingdom through the 

leadership of Israel’s monarchy.  In this second portion of Samuel, the anointing of David 

for rule (1 Samuel 16:12-23) was realized.  David secured the borders of Israel, 

subjugated its enemies, and brought prosperity to the fledgling kingdom. 

 

2.  The Davidic covenant is the theological centerpiece of the book (Chapter 7), God 

promised David and his heirs an eternal lineage that would rule over an everlasting 

kingdom (7:12-16).  The Davidic king was God’s adopted son who ruled in the name of 

the Lord and enjoyed God’s providential care.  This covenant promise became the 

messianic hope of God’s people (compare Psalm 2; 110).  This promise is fulfilled by 

David’s greater son, Jesus Christ (Luke 1:31-33). 

 

3.  The book also shows how the Davidic covenant affected Israel’s national fortunes.  

The favor of God enabled David to establish Jerusalem as the political and religious 

center of the nation by bringing the ark into the city and establishing a ruling bureaucracy 

(2 Samuel 6; 8:15-18).  David also experienced victories over the powerful Philistines 

and Arameans (8:1-14; 10).  David’s house grew in international prestige, paving the way 

for a mighty dynastic order.  However, while the covenant contained promised blessing, 

it also included God’s chastening for sin.  The book details the troubling consequences 

for the nation because of David’s sin (Chapters 12-20). 

 

4.  2 Samuel teaches that God is faithful and merciful.  God remained loyal to His 

promise although David at times failed the covenant.  David and Bathsheba sinned, and 

their child died in judgment.  God, however, gave Bathsheba the child Solomon, whom 

the Lord loved (12:24, 25).  God was also merciful by safeguarding David during the 

rebellions of Absalom and Sheba (Chapters 18 and 20). 

 

5.  The narrative of 2 Samuel indicates that God expects faithfulness and righteousness.  

The Davidic covenant had the provision of punishing David for sin (7:14, 15).  Nathan 
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the prophet delivered a divine oracle of judgment against David for his sin against 

Bathsheba (12:1-23).  Unlike Saul, who tried to excuse his sin, David confessed his sins 

before the Lord (12:12; 24:10). 

 

6.  2 Samuel depicts Israel’s God as the covenant Lord of history (5:19b; 6:21, 22; 8:14; 

12:11; 23:10b; 24:25). 

 

Outline 
 

I.  The triumphs of David: 1-10 

 A. Lamentations over Saul: 1 

 B. Revolt of Abner: 2 

 C. Return and Death of Abner: 3 

 D. Death of Ish-bosheth: 4 

 E. Victories over enemies: 5-10 

II. The troubles of David: 11- 19 

 A. The cause of David’s troubles: 11, 12 

 B. The results of David’s troubles: 13-19 

  1. Domestic troubles: 14-17 

  2. Public troubles: 14-17 

  3. Death of Absalom: 18, 19 

III. The throne of David restored: 20-24 

 A. His return to Jerusalem: 20 

 B. The punishment of Saul’s sins: 21 

 C. His psalm of thanksgiving: 22 

 D. His last words: 23 

 E. His second great offense against God: 24 

 

Scope:  It contains a history of about 40 years, from the death of Saul to near the close of 

David’s reign. 

 

Writer:  Probably compiled by Ezra or Jeremiah. 

 

Key Chapter:  5, David becomes king over Israel. 

 

Key Verse:  5:12 – “So David knew that the LORD had established him as king over 

Israel, and that He had exalted His kingdom for the sake of His people Israel.” 

 

Key Word:  King. 

 

Key Phrase:  Before the Lord: 6:17. 

 

Key Thought:  The reign of David. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Call of David – God’s anointed. 
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Types Of Believer’s Experiences:  David and Mephibosheth, a type of salvation by 

Grace: chapter 9. 

 

1.  Mephibosheth’s condition, or the sinner’s need 

 a. Fearful, hidden from the king: vs. 1-3 

 b. Destitute, “In the house of Machir in Lo-debar”, v. 4.  Machir means “sold,” 

and Lo-debar means “without pasture.”  How true of the sinner – sold in sin, dwelling in 

a dry land: Psalm 68:6 

 c. Helpless, lame on both feet: v. 3.  We cannot come to God on our own; He 

must seek us: Luke 10:10. 

 

2.  David’s purpose, or the love of God.  He wished to show kindness to the house of Saul 

(his enemy) for Jonathan’s sake.  What an illustration of God’s showing kindness and 

mercy to us (His enemy) for Christ’s sake: 2 Corinthians 5:19.  This love was: 

 a. Spontaneous – the voluntary impulse of a kind and merciful heart: v. 1 

 b. Gracious – it sought out the undeserving: vs. 1, 3 

 c. Self-sacrificing – “I have given all that pertained to Saul” v. 9 

 

3.  Mephibosheth’s faith, or salvation enjoyed: 

 a. He believed the message and answered David’s call: v. 6 

 b. He humbled himself: vs. 6, 8 

  *Fell on his face 

  *Did reverence 

  *Confessed himself to be as a “dead dog” 

 c. He was accepted: v. 7 

 d. He was adopted: v. 11 

 e. He was made an heir: v. 7.  David said, “I will restore you all the land of Saul 

               your father.” 

 

Thus we see Mephibosheth lifted from poverty to plenty through the grace of the king – a 

type of God’s grace for us through faith, which lifted us out of the “miry clay” to make us 

“sons of God,” “accepted in the beloved,” given the “Spirit of adoption,” and made “heirs 

of God and joint-heirs with Christ” (Ephesians 2:8, 9; Psalm 40:2; John 1:12; Ephesians 

1:3). 

 

Light From Biblical Customs:  David danced before the Lord: 6:14-16.  At the head of 

a great procession there was seen a half-naked clown dancing, making gestures usual for 

such occasions.  This act was done in honor of the person or thing to whom the process 

was mad, and was the function of a slave only.  When David and the Israelites brought up 

the ark with shouting and trumpets, David “danced with all his might” before the Lord.  

He took the place of a slave at the head of the procession to honor the Lord.  This 

embarrassed his wife, Michael, so that she despised him.  But his was an act of humility 

before the Lord. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
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1.  There was great mourning after the deaths of Jonathan and Saul: 1:2.  We often mourn 

over a body from which the soul has departed, but how many of us shed a tear over a soul 

that is lost? 

 

2.  Lessons to be learned from David’s downfall 

 

a. Shirking one’s responsibility leads to idleness: 11:1 

b. Idleness leads to temptation: 11:2 

c. Temptation leads to sin: 11:3, 4 

d. No matter how large or small we might think sin to be, all sin is full-

grown and is displeasing to the Lord: 11:27 

e. One sin leads to another: 11:5-25 

f. It is better to confess sin immediately instead of conniving to cover it up: 

Proverbs 28:13 

g. Any sin committed willfully and deliberately is tantamount to not only 

despising God’s commandments, but despising God Himself: 12:9, 10 

h. Be sure your sin will find you out: 12:1-9 with Numbers 32:23b 

i. Sin has its consequences: 12:8-12 

j. We reap what we sow: Galatians 6:7 

k. Sin is contagious – it affects others 

l. Lay yourselves before the Lord, acknowledge your sin, and spell it out: 

Psalm 51:3.  God never forgives sin on the basis of “If” I have sinned. 

m. No matter how or when we sin, God is present to see it all: Psalm 51:4 

n. All sin breaks the heart of God: Psalm 51:4 

o. Sin causes us to lose the joy of God’s salvation: Psalm 51:12 

 

3.  Giving Thanks unto God: 22:50 with Psalm 136:1-3; Colossians 3:17 

 

a. In our approach to Him: Psalm 95:2 

b. At the remembrance of His holiness: Psalm 30:4 

c. For the gift of Christ: 2 Corinthians 9:15 

d. For His goodness and mercy: Psalm 136:1 

e. For deliverance from sin: Romans 7:22-25 

f. For supplying our need: Romans 14:6, 7; 1 Timothy 4:3, 4 

g. For all things: 2 Corinthians 9:11; Ephesians 5:20 

h. In everything: 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

i. Continually: Hebrews 13:15, 16 

j. For victory over death and the grave: 1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

Ethical and Theological Significance: 
 

David’s story, like Romans 7:7-25 speaks to the Christian’s experience of sin.  David was 

a man after God’s own heart.  Like Paul, he could have said, “In my inner being I delight 

in God’s law” (Romans 7:22).  But like Paul, David saw “another law at work in the 

members of [his] body…making [him] a prisoner of the law of sin” (7:23).  David 
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coveted Uriah’s wife, and “sin sprang to life” (7:9).  With Uriah’s murder, David’s sin 

became “utterly sinful” (7:13). 

 

Nathan’s parable roused David’s moral outrage at his sin (2 Samuel 12).  Today Scripture 

functions like Nathan’s tale to help us see what we are really like.  David saw and 

experienced heartbreak over his sin. 

 

David suffered short and long-term consequences of his sin.  His sin did not, however, 

thwart God’s ultimate, saving purpose for and through him.  “In all things God works for 

the good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28).  God worked through the lives of David 

and Bathsheba to give Israel its next king (Solomon) and, in time, it’s Messiah (Matthew 

1:6).  God continues to work through the lives of repentant sinners.  “Thanks be to God – 

through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:25). 

 

 

 

First Kings 

The Book Of The division Of The Kingdom 

 

The title Kings reflects the content of First and Second Kings, which trace the history of 

God’s covenant people under Israel’s kings. 

 

Like the Books of Samuel, First and Second Kings were one book in the Hebrew 

tradition.  The division of the book first occurred in the Greek version, which translated 

Samuel and Kings as four consecutive books entitled “First-Fourth Kingdoms.”  Jerome’s 

Vulgate followed the Greek tradition of four books but with the title Kings.  The English 

title Kings was derived from the Latin Vulgate.  The English version followed the Greek 

and Latin practice of four books but with the Hebrew titles Samuel and Kings.  The 

division of Kings was not commonly practiced in Hebrew until the first printed edition in 

1488. 

 

The books of Kings are anonymous.  Jewish tradition assigns their authorship to 

Jeremiah.  Rabbinic custom attributed unnamed works to famous religious leaders of the 

era.  It is really uncertain who wrote them. 

 

Most commentators agree that much of Kings was written before the destruction of 

Jerusalem (586 B.C.), although that is disputed. 

 

The author used a variety of sources, many of them early, in the writing of Kings.  The 

sources ranged from royal and temple records to stories about the prophets.  Excerpts 

from three royal annals are specifically cited: “the book of the annals of Solomon” (1 

Kings 11:41; compare also 11:27), “the book of the annals of the kings of Israel” (for 

example, 1 Kings 14:29).  The author, however, was not merely an editor but a composer 

whose work was based on these sources. 
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The structure of Kings is built upon a fixed framework having introductory and 

concluding formulas about each king’s reign.  The structure deviates from this framework 

with the inclusion of the Elijah and Elisha narrative cycles.  The “deviation” points to the 

force of the prophets as shapers of the history of God’s people. 

 

Theme: God established Solomon as David’s successor over Israel; but Solomon sinned, 

and God “humbled David’s descendants” (11:39) by dividing the nation into two 

kingdoms.  The ten tribes of the Northern Kingdom retained the name Israel.  The 

Southern Kingdom took the name of its dominant tribe, Judah. 

 

First Kings has 22 chapters, 816 verses, and 24,524 words.   

 

Purpose and Theology 
 

1.  1 and 2 Kings trace the history of Israel’s monarchy during four tumultuous centuries 

from the reign of Solomon (971 B.C.) to Jehoiachin’s imprisonment in Babylon (562 

B.C.).  They tell of Solomon’s reign, including the building of the temple (1 Kings 1-11), 

the era of the divided Kingdom to the fall of Samaria (1 Kings 12 – 2 Kings 17), and the 

last years of Judah down to the Babylonian exile (2 Kings 18-25). 

 

2.  This history of 1 and 2 Kings is not merely a political history of the monarchy.  It is a 

prophetic interpretation of how each king affected the spiritual decline of Israel and 

Judah.  The kings who had a greater religious impact receive more attention.  The 

destruction of Israel and Judah was due to the idolatry advocated by their kings.  By 

reciting this history from a theological perspective, the author both warned against 

idolatry and encouraged renewed commitment (8:33, 34; 11:6, 9-13; 13:34; 14:14-16; 

18:39; 19:18). 

 

3.  1 and 2 Kings explain how history is governed by God’s moral law.  The theological 

perspective of Kings is the same as Deuteronomy’s.  Faithfulness to God’s Word is 

rewarded with blessing, but disobedience reaps God’s judgment.  The Kings were 

evaluated on the basis of their fidelity to the Lord. 

 

All the kings of the Northern Kingdom were condemned because of their idolatrous 

worship.  In this they followed the ways of Israel’s first king, Jeroboam, who introduced 

calf worship at Dan and Bethel.  The kings of the Southern Kingdom, Judah, were 

approved if they followed after their father David. 

 

4.  The people of God are held responsible for their actions.  The kings of David’s 

descent experienced the same chastening for their sins as the evil kings of Israel.  Even a 

prophet, the “man of God,” suffered death for his unfaithfulness (13:26). 

 

5.  God is portrayed as the sovereign Lord of history.  The prophets were God’s 

spokespersons who announced the rise and fall of kings and kingdoms because God 

controls their destinies (1 Kings 11:29-32; 13:1-4; 16:1-7; 20:13, 28; 22:13-28). 
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6.  God is faithful.  Although Judah’s kings sinned, the Lord upheld His promise to David 

(2 Samuel 7:16) by preserving his kingdom and retaining his descendants on the throne (1 

Kings 11:31-36; 15:3-5; 2 Kings 25:27-30).  The Lord was faithful to His prophets who 

heralded His message in the face of danger (1 Kings 19:3-4, 18; 22:24-28). 

 

Outline 

 

I. The Establishment of the Kingdom: 1, 2 

 A. Conspiracies against the Kingdom: 1 

 B. Charge to Solomon: 2 

II. The Glory of the Kingdom: 3-11 

 A. The Prayer for Wisdom: 3 

 B. The Home Policy: 4 

 C. The Religious Policy: 5-8 

 D. The Foreign Policy: 9-11 

III. The disruption of the Kingdom: 12 

 A. The Folly and Reign of Rehoboam: 12:1-15 

 B. The Rise and Frivolity of Jeroboam: 12:16-22 

IV. The Decline of the Kingdom: 13-22 

 A. The Reign of Early Kings: 13-16 

 B. The Ministry of Elijah: 17-19 

  1. The Drought: 17 

  2. The Drive Against Baalism: 18 

  3. The Despondency: 19 

 C. Concluding Events of Ahab’s Reign: 20-22 

  1. The Assyrian Campaign: 20 

  2. Seizure of Naboth’s Vineyard: 21 

  3. Ahab’s Tragic Death: 22 

 

Key Chapter:  22.  Ecumenicity – Ahab and Jehoshaphat. 

 

Key Verse:  11:13 – “However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one 

tribe to your son for the sake of my servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I 

have chosen.” 

 

Key Word:  Royalty 

 

Key Phrase:  David his father: 2:12. 

 

Key Thought:  The glory and division of the kingdom. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Set the king on his throne. 
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Types of the Believer’s Experiences 
 

1.  The Queen of Sheba, a type of a sinner being saved: 10:1-13 

 a. She heard the fame of Solomon: vs. 1.  This fame was “concerning the name of 

     the Lord.”  “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word [of God]”          

     (Romans 10:17. 

 b. She came and enquired of him.  “She came to prove him with hard questions”  

     vs. 1.  Having heard, she did not make light of it like those who were invited to   

     the marriage feast (Matthew 22:5), nor postpone it like Felix (Acts 24:25). 

 c. She communed with him and the king hid nothing from her: vs. 2, 3. 

 d. She was humbled: vs. 4, 5. 

 e. She confessed: vs. 6, 7 with Luke 18:13. 

 f. Solomon fulfilled her desire: v. 13 with John 6:37. 

 g. She testified and praised: vs. 8, 9 with Psalm 107:2. 

 h. She gave the king gold: v. 10 with Romans 12:1, 2. 

 

The testimony of Christ as to the queen of Sheba’s being an historical figure and her visit 

with Solomon is found in Matthew 12:42. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Solomon’s and Christ’s kingdoms 

 a. Extent: 4:20 with Psalm 71:8. 19 

 b. Peace: 4:24, 25; 5:4 with Psalm 72:7 

 c. Rule: 4:29-31 with Psalm 72:11-16 

 d. Justice: 10:8, 9 with Psalm 72:1-4, 12-14 

 e. Prosperity: 10:13, 27 with Psalm 72:10, 16 

 

2.  Elijah’s place for God’s blessings: 17:2-6.  The word “there” (v. 4) is mighty 

important in the matter of being in God’s will.  In no other place than the brook Cherith 

would God feed Elijah – there.  When the brook dried up, there was a widow there in 

Zarephath who would feed him (17:9).  In no other place would he be fed than in his 

there.  When God commanded Jacob to go back to Bethel, the place for his blessing was 

there at Bethel where he was to dwell (Genesis 35:1).  Christ’s last instructions to all His 

disciples were to go back to Jerusalem and tarry until they were endued with power from 

on high.  They had to be there in Jerusalem to receive the promise of the Father (Luke 

24:49; Acts 1:4).  If we are to be blessed with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places 

in Christ experientially, we must be there – abiding in Him and His Word abiding is us 

(John 15:4-7; Ephesians 1:3). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

1 Kings, like Deuteronomy, warns against forgetting God in times of economic 

prosperity.  Having known material abundance, many today have left God out of their 

lives as the ancient Israelites did.  Having abandoned faith, many have compromised their 
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values to those of pagan society.  The collapse of Israelite society warns of the 

consequences of sin. 

 

1 Kings reveals the power of the Word of God in shaping history.  The courage of those, 

like Elijah, whose hearts were captive to the Word of God challenges today’s Christians 

to let their presence be felt.  After the prophet Micaiah had seen Yahweh’s throne room, 

he was not impressed by King Ahab’s threats.  Those of us who have experienced the 

height and depth and breadth of God’s love in Christ Jesus should be bold to speak God’s 

Word of judgment and grace to our world. 

 

The history of Israel and Judah is the story of a people’s failure to fulfill God’s purpose 

for them.  God, however, is faithful in spite of human failure.  Though we are called to 

obedience, our hope lies in God’s grace.  We see this grace most clearly in Jesus Christ, 

“who as to his human nature was a descendant of David” (Romans 1:3). 

 

 

 

Second Kings 

The Book Of The Captivities 

 

Theme:  God destroyed the kingdoms of Israel and Judah because their kings led the 

people to do evil by disobeying the covenant of the Lord (22:13). 

 

Purpose and Theology 

 

1.  2 Kings continues the recital of Israel’s demise.  One objective of Kings is to show 

how God was justified in destroying His people.  Israel was given over to the Assyrians 

because it persisted in the idolatrous worship promoted by Jeroboam (17:21-22).  Judah 

suffered the judgment of God because of the sins of Manasseh, whose reign epitomized 

the evil of Judah’s king. 

 

2.  The basis of God’s judgment was the mosaic covenant as described in Deuteronomy.  

Because Israel broke the law of Moses by worshiping at the pagan high places, God set in 

motion the curses of the covenant (2 Kings 10:21; 17:7-13). 

 

3.  The author showed that the Lord is at work in the history of Israel.  God’s activity is 

seen in His warnings delivered by the prophets and His judgment carried out “according 

to the word of the Lord.”  His sovereignty is demonstrated by His assigning victory or 

defeat to nations and by His establishment of kings or deposing of kings.  Through 

Israel’s history, the Lord is proven to be the one true God (5:15; 19:19). 

 

4.  Another evidence of God’s intervention is Elijah’s numerous miracles.  Although it 

was a dark hour in the life of the nation, Elijah’s ministry demonstrated that God was still 

mighty among His people. 
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5.  Finally, the grace of God is an important theological lesson of the book (13:22, 23; 

14:26, 27).  God spared Judah from Assyria and Hezekiah from a fatal illness in response 

to his prayers for deliverance (19:14-34; 20:1-11).  A glimmer of hope concludes this 

gloomy book of destruction (25:27-30). 

 

 

Outline 

 

I.  Closing Ministry and Translation of Elijah: 1, 2 

II. Ministry of Elisha: 3-8 

III. Kings of Israel (Northern Kingdom): 9-15 

IV. Kings of Judah (Southern Kingdom): 18-23 

 A. Hezekiah: 18-20 

  1. Revival: 18 

  2. Defeat of Assyria: 19 

  3. Death of Hezekiah: 20 

 B. Manasseh: 21 

  1. Worst of Judah’s kings: vs. 1-9, 16.  He seduced Judah to do more evil  

       than the worshippers of Baal. 

  2.  His exile predicted: vs. 10-15 

  3.  His repentance: 2 Chronicles 33:11-20 

 C. Josiah: 22, 23 

  1.  Bible reading instituted: 22 

  2.  Idolatry destroyed: 23 

V.  The Captivity of Judah: 24, 25 

 A. Jehoiakim – the first exile: 24 

 B. Zedekiah – Jerusalem destroyed: 25 

 

2 Kings has 22 chapters, 719 verses, and 23,532 words. 

 

Scope: 2 Kings covers a period of about 300 years, from the death of Ahab (853 B.C.) to 

the end of Jehoiachin’s days (ca. 555 B.C.). 

 

Key Chapter: 2. Elijah’s translation and Elisha’s power. 

 

Key Verse: 10:10 – “Know now that nothing shall fall to the earth of the word of the 

LORD which the LORD spoke concerning the house of Ahab; for the LORD has done 

what He spoke by His servant Elijah.” 

 

Key Word: Evil. 

 

Key Phrase: According to the Word of the Lord: 1:17. 

 

Key Thought:  History of the Divided Kingdom. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Pray for a double portion of the Spirit: 2:9. 
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Types of the Believer’s Experience 

 

The borrowed axe or losing one’s power in service: 6:1-7.  The truth presented in this 

portion of Scripture is this: a need for God’s servants to get busy for the Lord, and to 

show us that it is possible for one to lose his power for the Lord, even while working for 

Him. 

 

a. All in the group were working together: vs. 2.  There is a work to be done.  The enemy 

is organized and working together as one to destroy the kingdom of god while we are 

sitting back murmuring and complaining and divided allowing the kingdom of God to be 

neglected and destroyed.  There is a call today for the people of God to bind together as 

one and start working to build up the kingdom. 

 

b. while working the axe-head fell off: vs. 5.  Notice, this individual was not lazy or idle.  

He had a mind to work but no mind to watch the slowly slipping axe-head. 

 

There are a lot of good people that are working as hard as they can but don’t realize they 

have lost the power to do what God wants them to do.  You can’t effectively cut a tree 

down with just a handle.  You might after many a blow and many a year tear it up enough 

to succeed but it will be hard work. 

 

c. He lost that which was not his: vs. 5.  The power we have is not our own it is from the 

Lord.  We are responsible for how we use that power. 

 

d. He was made helpless by his loss.  God will judge His people when He sees that their 

power is gone (Deuteronomy 32:36).  We will not accomplish anything of significance 

without this power.  We may have a shout, we may make a noise but where are the 

results. 

 

e. He was painfully conscious of his loss – “Alas, master!” vs. 5.  He cried out to his 

master.  We need to open our eyes and see we don’t have the power and cry out to the 

Lord to restore that power. 

 

f. It was miraculously restored: vs. 6-7.  He got it where he lost it.  We must get back to 

the altar, we must get back to the prayer closet, we must get back to the Word and get this 

power restored. 

 

He got it back by obeying his master and reaching out for it.  The power we lost is here 

now.  All we have to do is reach out and receive it. 

 

Light From Biblical Customs 
 

“Go up you baldhead!”: 2:23, 24.  It is not a serious offense to tease a Westerner about 

being baldheaded.  But when one reads the account of Elisha being called one, and the 

judgment which befell those who labeled him as one, the question is asked: “Why is such 

punishment meted out to these little children? 
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First, Elisha was on his way to Bethel (house of God), which was the place of worship.  

Second, to call one “bald-headed” in the East is the same as saying that “he is empty-

headed,” “he has no brains,” or “he is stupid.”  It is the same as calling one a “fool” 

(Matthew 5:22).  These people were as much as saying Elisha was a fool for going up to 

Bethel to worship God.  Third, the little children were not what the expression implies, 

any more than John’s expression, “my little children,” means youngsters (1 John 2:1).  

The term “little children” usually refers to those younger than the speaker.  These 

children were full grown men (young, but full grown).  In the East children would not be 

permitted to roam the forests from the protective care of their parents, nor was one taught 

to show contempt or disrespect for their elders.  They were taught to “honor” their 

parents and all elders.  Punishment ensued when such rebellion was evident. 

 

“A lord (officer) on whose hand (arm) the king leaned”: 7:2.  Safety belts in our 

automobiles are not new; chariots were equipped with them centuries ago!  The king’s 

chariot was occupied by three men: the driver of the horses, the king himself, and a third 

man, the “strap-hanger”, an officer whose duty it was to protect the life of the king.  

Stationed directly back of the king, he held on to a strap.  Should the horses suddenly bolt 

or start up too rapidly and throw the king backward, his “leaning on the hand (or arm) of 

this officer would keep him from being thrown out and trampled by oncoming horses and 

chariots. 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  Naaman the Leper: 5:1-15 

a. Brought the wrong price for his healing: v. 5.  The gifts of God cannot be 

bought: Acts 8:17-24; 1 Peter 1:18, 19. 

b. Went to the wrong person: vs. 3, 4, 6. Christ is the right person: John 14:6. 

c. Went to the wrong place – the door: v. 9.  He was almost there, but not 

altogether: Acts 26:27-29. 

d. Had the wrong perception: v. 11.  God’s invitation is to “come” not “I 

thought he would come to me.”  See Isaiah 55:1, 8, 9. 

e. Had the wrong potion – not rivers of Damascus, but the Jordan River: vs. 

10, 12. 

f. Had the wrong pose – he went away in a rage: v. 12b. 

g. But he finally followed the right prescription: vs. 14, 15. 

 

In contrast, notice the Rich Young Ruler: Luke 18:18-23. 

a. He went to the right person: v. 18. 

b. He went in the right spirit – kneeling: Mark 10:17. 

c. He asked the right question: v. 18. 

d. He got the right answer: v. 22. 

e. But he did the wrong thing: v. 23 with Mark 10:22. 

 

2.  Hezekiah’s faithfulness rewarded: 18:1-7. 

a. He did right in the sight of the Lord: v. 3. 

b. He took a stand against sin: v. 4. 
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c. He persevered in the way of the Lord: v. 6a. 

d. He kept god’s commandments: v.6b. 

e. He was rewarded with 

a) God’s presence: 7a. 

b) Prosperity: v. 7b. 

c) The greatest testimony of all kings: v. 5. 

 

The secret of the downfall of the Jewish people is found in 2 Kings 3:2, “And he did evil 

in the sight of the LORD.”  Be loyal and true to God.  It does not pay to do evil. 

 

The moving figures and powerful factors of those days were the prophets Elijah and 

Elisha.  Elijah was the strength of Israel.  Jezebel and Ahab had frightened the people into 

submission.  But Elijah stood.  Read 1 Kings 17:1 where he said, “As the LORD God of 

Israel lives, before whom I stand.”  And there he stood for God, like a rock, in face of all 

the weakness of Israel.  We ask today, where is the LORD God of Elijah? (2 Kings 2:14).  

Would that we might see some of this old-time power. 

 

Ethical and Theological Significance 
 

Again and again 2 Kings warns against the dangers of compromise.  Those who 

compromise their witness for selfish gain risk God’s judgment.  Gehazi’s attempt to 

profit financially from Elisha’s healing ministry is a stern warning to Christians that the 

gospel is not a “mask to cover up greed” (1 Thessalonians 2:5). 

 

In 2 Kings dependence on other gods led to death for both individuals and nations.  If our 

security rests on our own wealth or military might, we are trusting in a house built on 

sand (compare Matthew 7:26).  The failures of the kings of Israel and Judah remind 

Christians to fix their trust on God alone. 

 

The tragic end of the nations of Israel and Judah demonstrates the awful consequences of 

sin.  However, no catastrophe is so great that God cannot work through it to give hope to 

His people. 

 

 

First Chronicles 

The Book Of David’s Reign 

 
Like the Books of Samuel and Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles were originally one book.  The 

Hebrew title means the chronological events of the period.  The Greek version, which 

divided Chronicles into two books, entitled them “The Things Left Out” or “Omitted.”  

This title reflects the misunderstanding that Chronicles was written to supplement the 

events left out of Samuel and Kings.  The English name is derived from the Latin 

Vulgate’s title, “The Chronicle of the Whole Sacred History.” 
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The Greek and English traditions have the books of Chronicles in the collection of 

historical books, with Chronicles followed by Ezra and Nehemiah.  In the Hebrew 

collection, however, Chronicles is the last book in the cannon.  There it is grouped with 

the Writings and is preceded by Ezra-Nehemiah. 

 

The author is unknown.  Tradition assigned the book to Ezra (compare 2 Chronicles 

36:22, 23 with Ezra 1:1, 2).  The author probably was a Levite or someone closely 

associated with the temple since Chronicles focuses on worship in Jerusalem. 

 

The date of Chronicles is about 400 B.C.  Chronicles uses sources from an earlier period, 

particularly the canonical works of Genesis, Samuel, and Kings.  Other sources named 

are “the annotations on the book of the kings” (2 Chronicles 24:27); “the book of the 

kings of Israel and Judah” (27:7; 35:27), which also contained oracles by Isaiah (32:32); 

“the annals of the kings of Israel” (20:34; 33:18); “the records of the seers” (33:19); and 

Isaiah’s prophetic works (26:22). 

 

1 Chronicles has 29 chapters, 941 verses, and 20,369 words. 

 

Differences With Samuel and Kings 

 

While Chronicles shows a dependence on the books of Samuel and Kings, there are 

remarkable differences in content and theological perspective. 

 

1.  Chronicles was not written to supplement these former works, nor was it simply a 

rewriting.  These books offer a fresh interpretation of Israel’s monarchy.  Samuel and 

Kings addressed the exilic community and explained why Israel’s monarchy failed.  

Chronicles addressed the restored community and explained that God still had a purpose 

for Israel.  Chronicles was written from a priestly perspective, whereas Samuel and Kings 

were written from a prophetic perspective, whereas Samuel and Kings were written from 

a prophetic perspective. 

 

2.  Chronicles attempts a comprehensive history, beginning with Adam, but Samuel and 

Kings are limited to the time of the monarchy.  In the book of Kings, Judah still awaits 

release from captivity, but Chronicles ends with the decree of Cyrus anticipating Judah’s 

return. 

 

3.  Chronicles features David and the kings of Judah and avoids commenting on the 

Northern Kingdom.  Even the reign of Saul is treated as a preamble to David’s accession.  

Chronicles tells the positive contributions of David and Solomon and omits unflattering 

events in their reigns. 

 

4.  The palace is center stage in Samuel and Kings, but the temple is central in 

Chronicles.  For the Chronicler the lasting contribution of the kings was religious.  

Samuel and Kings condemn sin and urge repentance, but Chronicles encourages the 

faithful to make a new start. 
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Theme: God promised David an eternal throne, choosing David to found the true center 

of worship in Jerusalem and appointing Solomon to build His temple (28:4-7). 

 

Purpose and Theology 
 

1.  1 and 2 Chronicles give the history of Israel from its ancestral roots in Adam to the 

period of restoration after the Babylonian exile.  An important function of the genealogies 

that begin Chronicles is to provide continuity in god’s plan for Israel.  The retelling of 

Israel’s history was to encourage the Jewish community by emphasizing god’s selection 

of Israel and His promises to them.  Chronicles shows that the enduring purpose of Israel 

was the worship of God. 

 

2.  The dominant motif is the temple and its service.  Chronicles focuses on the institution 

of worship, especially music, and the role of the Levites.  The book gives attention to 

David’s preparations for the building of the temple almost to the exclusion of other 

accomplishments (1 Chronicles 6:48, 49; 22:26-32; 28:1-29:9). 

 

3.  1 Chronicles exhorts Israel to be faithful so that the redemptive plan promised to 

David might be fulfilled through them (17:7-15; 28:4-7).  The Chronicler explained that 

unfaithfulness was the reason for the failure of Israel’s kings and the exile (5:25-26; 9:1b; 

10:13-14). 

 

4.  Since God is holy, His people were to worship properly as Moses had commanded and 

as David ordained.  As a consequence of God’s holiness, anyone who profaned the 

sanctity of worship or transgressed the law experienced His wrath (13:10-12; 15:11-15; 

21:1-8; 27:23, 24; 28:7). 

 

5.  The Lord is also sovereign in world affairs, in particular the rise and success of 

David’s kingdom (1:1-9:44; 17:7-15). 

 

6.  Leadership is a significant teaching for the author, who sought to encourage Israel in a 

day when it had no king.  The Chronicler emphasized the spiritual leadership of the 

nation, particularly the Levites and officials (15:2-27; 23:2-26:32). 

 

Outline 

 

I. Genealogical Tablets: 1-10 

 A. Primeval Period – Adam to Abraham: 1:1-27 

 B. Patriarchal Period – Abraham to Jacob: 1:27-2:2 

 C. Israelitish Period – Jacob to Saul: 2:3-10:14 

II. History of David’s Reign: 11-29 

 A. Prominent Events in David’s Life: 11-22 

 B. Divisions of the People (six): 23-27 

 C. David’s Farewell Addresses (three): 28, 29 

 

Scope: Events in this book cover a period of about 40 years. 
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Where Written: Probably during or shortly after the captivity. 

 

Key Chapter: 1.  David becomes king. 

 

Key Verse: 15:2.  “Then David said, ‘No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites, 

for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him 

forever.’”  From this verse it would seem the motto of David was: “Doing a right thing in 

a right way.” 

 

Key Word: Reigned. 

 

Key Phrase: Build you a house: 29:16. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Keep the Royal line. 

 

Again let me say, the genealogies are not a sterile recitation of names.  They are a 

significant statement of Israel’s place in the whole sweep of God’s plan for the world.  

The Chronicler found the proper appreciation of universal history in the founding of 

Israel, the appointment of David, and the building of the temple, where God resided in 

the world. 

 

Seed Thought: David’s sin in numbering the people: 21:1-17.  It is not explained just 

how the numbering of the people by David became a sin.  Perhaps satan’s temptation was 

due to David’s pride, or self-centeredness in his refusal to heed his captain’s warning (v. 

4).  One thing stands out in this sin, even though David repented and offered sacrifices; a 

person cannot sin without the sin affecting others (vs. 7, 14, 17).  Adam’s sin not only 

affected himself, but the whole human race as well.  Achan’s sin brought judgment upon 

all Israel (Joshua 7:1-25), as did Rehoboam’s (2 Chronicles 12:1-10) and Hezekiah’s (2 

Kings 20:12-19). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 

 

The Persian period, in which Chronicles was compiled, was a time of half-fulfilled hopes.  

The Jews had been allowed to return from Babylonian exile but without a king.  They had 

been allowed to rebuild the temple, but the “second temple” paled in comparison with the 

first.  The Chronicler reaffirmed for that generation (and ours) that despite the 

ambiguities of history God is in control and involved in the lives of His people.  1 

Chronicles overlooks the moral defeats and highlights the victories of David to draw 

attention to God’s sovereignty in his life.  God succeeded in using David to fulfill His 

purposes. 
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Second Chronicles 

The Book Of Israel’s Final Apostasy 

 
1 and 2 Chronicles are one continuous narrative.  2 Chronicles describes the construction 

of the Solomonic temple and the religious life of the nation under Judah’s kings. 

 

Theme: God dwells in His holy temple and is faithful to His promise to redeem Israel 

(7:12). 

 

Purpose and Theology 
 

1.  2 Chronicles continues the story of God’s redemptive plan for Israel presented in 1 

Chronicles.  The break between the books is a convenient one because the first half ends 

with David’s preparations for the temple and the second describes the building and 

history of the temple under Judah’s kings.  2 Chronicles covers 4 ½ centuries, from 

Solomon’s reign (about 971 B.C.) to Cyrus’s edict (539 B.C.). 

 

2.  2 Chronicles narrates Israel’s past from the standpoint of its religious history.  The 

building of the temple is the central concern (chapters 2-7). 

 

3.  A recurring theme in Chronicles is faithfulness to God’s covenant.  In 2 Chronicles the 

kings of Judah are judged on the basis of their fidelity to Moses’ commandments (6:16; 

7:17-18).  The presence of a Davidic king by itself did not guarantee God’s favor on 

Israel.  Obedience was the Lord’s requirement. 

 

4.  2 Chronicles emphasizes God’s faithfulness, particularly His forgiveness and promises 

of restoration (6:21, 25, 38-39; 7:14; 30:9).  The Lord accepted the repentant prayers of 

Rehoboam (12:5-8), Hezekiah (3:25-26), and Manasseh (33:12, 13). 

 

5.  An important theme in 2 Chronicles is God’s holiness shown by His anger against the 

wicked. 

 

6.  The theme of God’s sovereignty in human affairs continues in 2 Chronicles.  Cyrus’s 

edict is the parade example of how God intervened to change the course of Israel’s 

fortunes (36:22, 23).  The Lord established kings (17:5; 20:15), aroused enemies (21:16; 

28:5; 33:11), and afflicted or delivered kings (13:15; 21:18). 

 

Outline 
 

I. The Reign of Solomon: 1-9 

A. The Worship of Solomon: 1 

B. The Temple of Solomon:2-5 

C. The Prayer of Solomon: 6 – 7 

D. The Prosperity of Solomon: 8 – 9 
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II. The Folly of Rehoboam: 10 

III. The History of Judah and her kings from the Division of the Kingdom to 

Captivity: 11-36 

IV. Captivity and Restoration: 36 

 

Scope:  2 Chronicles covers a period of about 450 years. 

 

Key Chapter:  7.  Promises and conditions for Divine blessings. 

 

Key Verse:  15:2.  “And he went out to meet Asa, and said to him: ‘Hear me, Asa, and 

all Judah and Benjamin.  The LORD is with you while you are with Him.  If you seek 

Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.’” 

 

20:20.  “So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; 

and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘Hear me, O Judah and you 

inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; 

believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.” 

 

Key Word:  Established. 

 

Key Phrase:  “Prepares his heart to seek God” (30:18b, 19). 

 

Spiritual Thought:  Honor the king. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Greatest Prescription for Revival: 7:14, 15 

a. Humility: Matthew 18:4; James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:5 

b. Prayer: Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17 

c. Seeking God: Hosea 10:12; Acts 17:27; Isaiah 55:6 

d. Forsaking sin: Acts 8:22; Proverbs 28:13 

 

When we are revived, we are then in a position not only to pray, but for god to hear and 

answer our prayers: verse 15 with Psalm 66:18. 

 

2.  Revival under Hezekiah: 29:1-11.  When Hezekiah became king, he recognized the 

low spiritual state of the people: 

a. He immediately did that which was right in the sight of the Lord – a picture of 

personal consecration: v. 2; Proverbs 28:13 

b. He opened the doors of the house of the Lord: v. 3 

c. He cleaned up the filthiness in the holy places: v. 5 

d. He made a covenant with the Lord: v. 10 

e. He recognized his responsibilities: v. 11 

 

The revival under Hezekiah came about by his being obedient to God’s Word – which 

gives the greatest prescription for revival: 7:14. 
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3.  Revival under Josiah: 34:1-35:11.  After the death of Hezekiah, his son Manasseh 

reigned and made Judah to do worse than the Canaanites in the land (33:1-9).  It fell to 

Josiah’s lot to “clean up” Manasseh’s sin. 

a. The Lord was sought: v. 3a 

b. The land was purged from idolatry: vs. 3b – 7 

c. The ways of David were followed: v. 2 

d. The house of God was repaired: v. 8b 

e. The book (Word of God) was found: v. 14 

f. The book was read (honored): vs. 18-30 

g. Josiah made a covenant: vs. 31, 32 

h. Judah served the Lord: v. 33 

i. The Passover was kept: 35:1-11 

 

Ethical and Theological Significance 

 

2 Chronicles speaks of the importance of worship and obedience.  The Chronicler 

evaluated the kings of Judah not on their secular accomplishments but on the basis of 

their faithfulness to God, especially as evidenced in their support of temple worship.  The 

Chronicler’s verdict on these kings reminds today’s Christians than our lives will 

someday be judged as well.  As we live our lives, we should keep God’s goals in mind 

and strive for His commendation, “Well done, good and faithful servant” (Matthew 

25:21). 

 

Sin is serious.  The sin of God’s people led to the destruction of Jerusalem, the temple, 

and to the exile.  Though God punishes sin, judgment is not God’s final word.  God “is 

good; his love for Israel endures forever” (Ezra 3:11).  2 Chronicles ends with the exiles’ 

being given freedom to go home and rebuild the temple.  Our God is a God of second 

chances, who through Jesus offers sinners new freedom, a chance to come home to His 

family, and opportunities for service. 

 

 

 

Ezra 

The Book Of The Returning Remnant 

 

The book of Ezra is named for the book’s principle character.  This scribe revived the law 

of Moses as the basis for Jewish religious and social life during the period of restoration 

following the Babylonian exile. 

 

In the Hebrew Bible, Ezra-Nehemiah is one book.  It occurs in the third and final section 

(called the “Writings”) and precedes Chronicles, which is the last book of the Hebrew 

Bible.  The English O.T. follows the Latin in separating Ezra-Nehemiah into two books.  

The English O.T. with the Greek and Latin places Ezra in its proper chronological 

sequence, following 1 and 2 Chronicles, as the tenth of the historical books. 
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In Jewish tradition Ezra the scribe is the author of Chronicles and Ezra-Nehemiah.  The 

book of Ezra dates in the later half of the fifth century B.C. 

 

Ezra has 10 chapters, 280 verses, and 7,441 words. 

 

Theme: God used pagan kings and godly leaders to restore His people by reinstituting 

temple worship and reviving the law of Moses. 

 

Purpose and Theology 

 

1.  The Book of Ezra tells the history of the Jew’s return from Babylon.  It continues the 

story that Chronicles left unfinished.  The first half of the book (Chapters 1-6) concerns 

the expedition ordered by King Cyrus (538 B.C.) to rebuild the temple under Sheshbazzar 

of Judah.  The book continues the theme of temple and priesthood begun in Chronicles 

(Ezra 3:1-6, 10-11; 6:16-22). 

 

Priests and Levites were a major concern of Ezra’s administration (chapters 7-10).  Ezra 

was careful to include them among those returning from exile (7:7, 13, 24; 8:15-20, 24-

34).  Their sinful intermarriage with Gentiles provoked Ezra’s reforms (9:1-2). 

 

2.  Ezra’s theological focus is how God accomplishes His will through different human 

agents.  God restored His people by moving the pagan ruler Cyrus to release Judah (1:1, 

2) and by inciting the Jewish people to volunteer (1:5). 

 

The LORD also was responsible for the success of Ezra’s expedition.  Ezra was called 

and protected by the Lord’s “gracious hand” (7:9; 8:18, 22).  God used the Persian 

government to enable Ezra to accomplish his task (7:27-28). 

 

God accomplished His purpose through special spokesmen as well.  The prophets 

Zechariah and Haggai delivered the message of God, which motivated the people to 

complete the temple (5:1, 2; 6:14).  Together pagan kings, godly leaders, common 

people, and prophets were the Lord’s hands and feet to do His bidding. 

 

3.  The book reflects the optimism of a restored Davidic throne, keeping the messianic 

hope alive.  The prophecies of Zechariah and Haggai during this period depicted the 

messianic age by idealizing Zerubbabel and Jeshua as the new David and high priest 

Zadok (3:8; 5:1, 2, 6:14; Zechariah 3:1-4:14; 6:9-15; Haggai 2:6-9; 3:23). 

 

4.  The second half of the book (chapters 7-10) concerns Ezra’s ministry, which began 58 

years (458 B.C.) after the completion of the temple (515 B.C.).  In the latter half of the 

book the emphasis shifts to the Law of Moses.  Ezra was commissioned to teach and 

establish the customs of Jewish law (7:11, 14, 25, 26).  He led the people in a spiritual 

awakening that resulted in a covenant renewal (10:3). 

 

5.  The book also expresses the responsibility for human sin.  The people of Ezra’s day 

had sinned by intermarrying with the Gentile populace.  Ezra’s intercession (9:6-15) and 
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the people’s weeping confession (10:1, 2) led to a renewal of covenant commitment to 

the Lord (10:3). 

 

6.  Antagonism toward those building the temple was commonplace and official avenues 

were used to stop the work (4:1-24; 5:3-6:12).  However, the author showed that God’s 

help enabled them to finish the work under His watchful eye in spite of opposition (5:5). 

 

Outline 

 

I. Return under Zerubbabel: 1-6 

A. Restoration of the Jews: 1, 2 

B. Opposition to the work: 3, 4 

C. Dedication of the Temple: 5, 6 

II. Return under Ezra: 7-10 

A. Proclamation of Artaxerxes: 7 

B. Liberation of the Jews: 8 

C. Intercession of Ezra: 9 

D. Reformation of the People: 10 

 

Scope: Ezra contains a history of approximately 75 years. 

 

To Whom Written: to the returning remnant as a record of their identity. 

 

Key Chapter: 6.  Dedication of the Temple. 

 

Key Verse: 1:5 – “Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the 

priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, arose to go up and build 

the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.” 

 

Key Word: Build. 

 

Key Phrase: The Word of the Lord: 1:1. 

 

Key Thought: Return from captivity and rebuild the Temple. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Repair God’s house.  First the Temple is built; afterward, in 

Nehemiah, the walls of the city are rebuilt.  The inner is repaired before the outer.  

Cleanse the heart (inner) first and all else (outer) will be clean. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Ezra – the Priest, the Scribe (Nehemiah 12:26). 

a. He was trustworthy: 7:11-28 

b. He was a man of prayer: 8:21; 10:1 

c. He was a man of faith: 8:22 

d. He was a man of self-denial: 10:6 
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e. He was a reformer: 10:2-5 

f. He was a student of the Word: 7:10a 

g. He was an expositor of the Word: 7:10b; Nehemiah 8:1-8 

 

2.  Ezra’s Spiritual Secret of Success: 7:10 

a. His heart was prepared by the Word: Psalm 119:130 

b. He sought (studied) the Word: 2 Timothy 2:15 

c. He lived by the Word: Psalm 119:11, 133 

d. He taught (preached) the word: 2 Timothy 4:2 

e. The Word produced faith in God: Romans 10:17 

 

This is demonstrated in Ezra’s implicit faith and trust when called upon to lead the people 

and carry great treasures through dangerous places on their journey from Babylon to 

Jerusalem.  He refused help from the king’s armies and relied solely upon God’s 

protection (8:21-32). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

Before the exile the national and religious hopes of God’s people went hand in hand.  

After the return from Babylon, temple worship was restored, and the people recommitted 

themselves to the Law of Moses.  But a Davidic king no longer ruled over an independent 

Judah; Judah was a providence of the Persian Empire and was ruled by an agent of the 

Persian king.  The Jews survived because they found their identity as God’s people not in 

nationalistic dreams but in renewed commitment to God’s Word. 

 

The Book of Ezra stresses Scripture as the governing principle for the life of God’s 

people.  Confronted with the demands of God’s Word, we like those of Ezra’s generation, 

fail to measure up to God’s standards.  Our repentance, however, must move beyond 

remorse for moral failure to the reality of changed lives.  Ezra’s demand for the divorce 

of foreign wives demonstrates that the demands of true repentance and obedience to 

God’s Word are sometimes painful. 
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Nehemiah 

The Book Of Consolidation And Conclusion 

 

Nehemiah means “comforted of God.”  Nehemiah was a layman and a businessman, 

while Ezra was a priest and a scribe.  Though Nehemiah had an important office in the 

king’s court – “for I was the king’s cupbearer” his heart was with God and His people in 

Jerusalem. 

 

The book of Nehemiah is named for its principle character.  In the postexilic period 

Nehemiah refortified Jerusalem, established civil authority, and began religious reforms. 

 

The majority of the book is Nehemiah’s first-person memoirs (1:1-7:10; 12:27-13:31).  

Ezra’s ministry is reported in the third person (Nehemiah 8:1-12:30). 

 

Emphasis is upon the rebuilding of the Temple in Ezra, and in Nehemiah, emphasis is 

upon the rebuilding of the walls of the city of Jerusalem after the Temple is built.  In 

Ezra, we note the religious aspect of the return; in Nehemiah there is the political aspect 

of the return.  This book shows what enemies Israel had and what opposition they met, 

and is a classic example of what must be expected when any work of God is started.  

Nehemiah has 13 chapters, 406 verses, and 10,483 words. 

 

Theme: God encircled His people with protection by the walls Nehemiah rebuilt and by 

the law Ezra reestablished. 

 

Purpose and Theology 

 

1.  Nehemiah continues the story of the restored community.  Nehemiah’s rebuilding of 

Jerusalem’s wall restored political integrity and muted the threats of intimidation by 

neighboring adversaries. 

 

2.  The book continues the theme of worship, which is pervasive in Chronicles and Ezra.  

The author drew attention to the Levites and priests, who were the first to begin work on 

the wall (3:1, 17, 22, 28) and were prominently listed among those who repopulated the 

city (11:10-23; 12:1-26, 29). 

 

3.  God is the “God of heaven,” who as Creator of the universe is awesome and great 

(1:5; 2:4, 20; 4:14; 9:6, 32).  The Lord’s sovereignty is seen most clearly in His 

appointment and protection of Nehemiah, accomplished through the mighty kings of 

Persia.  He was the guarantor of Nehemiah’s success (2:20), which even his enemies 

admitted was divinely accomplished (6:16). 

 

4.  Prayer is the fulcrum (a means of exerting influence) that engages God to act in 

Israel’s behalf.  Nehemiah’s prayers sprinkle the narrative with invocations for divine 

blessing (5:19; 6:9b; 13:14, 22b, 31b) or curses upon wicked opposition (4:4-5; 6:14; 

13:29). 
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5.  Scripture engendered the returned exiles’ recommitment to the Lord.  The Law of 

Moses, in particular, was the plumb line by which they measured the success of their 

spiritual rebuilding.  The Law was read, interpreted and applied to regulate the 

community’s life (8:1-18; 9:3).  The law convicted (8:9; 9:2, 3), incited worship (8:11-

18), and generated reform (13:1-3, 17-22a, 23-27). 

 

6.  The cooperative work of the remnant was evident in the priests and Levites, rulers, 

artisans, merchants, and their sons and daughters, who labored side by side to refortify 

the walls (3:1-32). 

 

7.  The book’s report on the community’s stewardship ties together the themes of 

community, Scripture, and worship.  The Jerusalem walls, even in Nehemiah’s day, did 

not overshadow the temple: “We will not neglect the house of God” (10:39).  Thus, the 

returned exiles swore to fulfill their obligations of service to the house of God through 

tithes and votive gifts in accordance with the Law of Moses (10:32-39; 12:44). 

 

Outline 

 

I. The Construction of the Walls: 1-7 

A. Preparation for the Work: 1, 2 

B. Distribution of the Work: 3 

C. Opposition to the Word: 4:1-6:14 

D. Completion of the Work: 6:15-7:3 

E. Registration of the People: 7:4-73 

II. The Consecration of the People: 8-10 

A. Revival of the Book of the Law: 8 

B. Public Confession of the People: 9 

C. Signatories and Terms of the Covenant: 10 

III. Confirmation of the Covenant: 11-13 

A. Collection of Important Lists: 11:1-12:26 

B. Dedication of the City Wall: 12:27-13:3 

C. Correction of Prevailing Abuses: 13:4-31 

 

Scope: Nehemiah contains a history of from 12 – 15 years. 

 

When and Where Written: About 435 B.C., in Jerusalem.  This is the last of the 

historical books of the O.T.  As far as time is concerned, the O.T. goes no farther than the 

book of Nehemiah. 

 

Key Chapter: 1.  Nehemiah’s prayer concerning Israel. 

 

Key Verses: 1:8, 9 – “Remember, I pray, the word that You commanded Your servant 

Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the nations; but if you 

return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them, though some of you were cast 

out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from there, and bring them 

to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.” 
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Key Words: Prayer: 1:4 and Work: 6:3. 

 

Key Phrase: Arise and build: 2:20. 

 

Key Thought: Rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. 

 

Spiritual Thoughts: 
 

1.  Rebuild God’s city. 

 

2.  The people had a mind to work: 4:6.  Though the enemy opposed and sought to hinder 

and create fear in the hearts of the remnant, Nehemiah led them to “walk in the fear of 

the Lord” (5:9).  With a willingness to work, and a determination to set the things of God 

in order, they overcame and finished the work at hand – to the shame of their enemies 

(6:15, 16). 

 

Types Of The Believer’s Experiences 
 

The Restoration of the Walls: 

 

A.  The broken down walls (1:3) may typify the spiritual condition of one who is 

backslidden, with all barriers broken down and stripped of the armor of God, with which 

one resists the wiles of the devil (Ephesians 6:11). 

 

B.  The preliminary season of fasting, praying, and repentance (1:4-11) may typify the 

procedure of a backslider returning to the Lord for forgiveness and the restoration of the 

joy of God’s salvation (1 John 1:9; Proverbs 28:13; Psalm 51:1-12). 

 

C.  The night inspection of the city by Nehemiah (2:15, 16) speaks of surveying the work 

to be done for the Lord while the enemy sleeps.  This is staying one step ahead of those 

who would discourage us in the things of the Lord. 

 

D.  Nehemiah seeking cooperation of the people in rebuilding the walls (2:17, 18) may 

typify the need for all to recognize the fact that we are “laborers together with God” and 

that we have but one foundation upon which to build (1 Corinthians 3:9, 11). 

 

E.  The opposition that Sanballat and Tobiah gave to Nehemiah and the people of God 

may typify the devil’s active opposition to anything that is of God (1 Peter 5:8).  Note the 

enemy’s form of opposition: 

 

 Concern: 2:10 

 Laughter: 2:19a 

 Hatred: 2:19b 

 Accusation: 2:19c 

 Wrath: 4:1b, 3 

 Mocking: 4:1b, 3 
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 Conspiracy: 4:8 

 Subtlety: 6:1, 2, 10 

 Effort to create fear: 6:19 

 

F.  The completion of the wall (6:15) may typify the victory that comes when we submit 

ourselves to God and resist the devil that he might flee from us.  We are more than 

conquerors through Him who loves us (4:9; James 4:7; Romans 8:37). 

 

G.  Nehemiah’s prayer life in the rebuilding of the city wall reveals the need to depend 

upon God from start to finish in everything we attempt for Him: 

 

 He began his work in prayer: 1:4 

 He continued his work in prayer: 4:9 

 He did not cease to pray at the end of his work: 13:31b 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

Some lessons from Nehemiah: 

 

 Being in the company of unbelievers can be a blessing if God places us there: 1:1. 

 Great movements for God often originate with one person: 1:2-4. 

 Prayer is a sure refuge in trial: 1:4. 

 If God were no more mindful of His promises than we are of His precepts, we 

would have to say, “woe is me, for I am undone” 1:5. 

 Confession of sin is sure to bring God’s mercy: 1:6-11. 

 One can “pray without ceasing” even when in conversation with others: 2:4, 5. 

 People can be encouraged to work for the Lord if asked: 2:17, 18. 

 If God is served, the devil will oppose: 2:19, 20; 4:1-9. 

 If God be for us, who can be against us: 6:15, 16; Romans 8:31. 

 Our strength is in the joy of the Lord and His Word: 8:10b, 12. 

 Hearing and heading the Word of God results in separation: 13:1-3. 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 

 

The book of Nehemiah illustrates how much a layperson committed to a life of prayer, 

God’s Word, and active obedience can do.  Nehemiah serves as a reminder that 

Christians are needed in leadership positions not only within the church but also in civil 

government.  Those attempting to mold society on the principles of Scripture will 

doubtless experience opposition like Nehemiah did.  Prayer, Nehemiah’s most potent 

weapon, continues to serve Christians in their struggle to do God’s will in spite of 

opposition. 
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Esther 

The Book Of Divine Providence 

 

The Book of Esther is named after its heroine.  Esther used her prominent position as 

queen of Persia to save the Jewish people from destruction.  “Esther” is probably derived 

from the Persian word stara, meaning star. 

 

In the Greed and English versions, Esther is the last book in the collection of Historical 

Books.  The book’s plot includes the origins of the Jewish festival of Purim.  Esther is 

traditionally read upon that annual celebration (Adar 14 and 15). 

 

The author of the book cannot be known.  The author probably used sources available 

from the period.  The story mentions the use of royal archives (2:23; 6:1; 10:2).  And 

Mordecai, a key figure in the story, is said to have recorded some events (9:20, 23, 29-

32). 

 

Esther Without “God” 

 

Esther is the only book in the Hebrew Bible that does not mention God’s name.  Also 

absent is any reference to the law, Jewish sacrifice, prayer, or revelation.  It is the only 

book of the O.T. absent from the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

 

One explanation of “God’s” absence is that the absence of religious language best suited 

the author’s theological purposes.  The author expressed his theology through the vehicle 

of story, arranging the events and dialogue to accentuate that theology.  He omitted 

Israel’s religious distinctives because he wanted to veil God’s presence.  The author 

believed in God’s sovereignty but that God’s intervention is expressed through human 

instrumentation. 

 

Theme:  God worked behind the scenes to save the Jews from destruction by exalting 

Esther as queen of Persia and turning the tables on their enemies (4:14; 9:1). 

 

Purpose and Theology 

 

1.  The books primary theological purpose is God’s subtle providence in the life of His 

people.  While Ezra and Nehemiah tells how the exiles fared in Jerusalem, the story of 

Esther answers what happened to those who stayed behind.  The author showed through 

unexpected reversals in his characters’ lives how God superintended the deliverance of 

the Jews.  The theme of reversal is best illustrated by the careers of Haman and Mordecai 

(7:10-8:2) and by the Jews’ triumph instead of extermination (9:1). 

 

2.  The book also explains the origins of the festival of Purim (Hebrew lots) the Jews 

celebrated annually on the fourteenth and fifteenth of Adar (3:7; 9:26).  While the casting 

of lots appeared to seal their doom (3:7), the lots became their reason for celebration 
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(9:23-26).  The Fast of Esther in Jewish tradition precedes Purim to commemorate the 

fasting that precipitated their victory. 

 

3.  The idea of wealth and power is pervasive in the story with its focus on the Persian 

court (1:1-9; 3:1, 2; 10:1).  However, the power of Esther and Mordecai, acquired 

because of their loyalty to the king, triumphed over their Persian enemies.  Whereas the 

Jews were helpless before their Gentile lords, in the end the magistrates feared and 

honored the Jews (8:17; 9:2). 

 

The moral is that power should be used for righteous purposes and not for self-

gratification.  Mordecai, for instance, recognized that Esther’s power was a gift to be 

used for her people’s deliverance.  Abusive power became Haman’s noose, whereas 

Mordecai used authority to help his people. 

 

4.  God rewards loyalty.  Vashti’s disloyalty is contrasted with Esther’s loyalty to the 

king and her people. 

 

5.  Finally, the story addresses the problem of social and religious bigotry.  Haman’s anti-

Semitism was frightfully expressed when he swore he would not rest until he rid himself 

of “that Jew Mordecai” (5:13).  The Jews are warned by this story not to escape their 

heritage.  In fact, their spiritual heritage preserved them as a people. 

 

The book is the “Romans 8:28” of the O.T.  Although the name of God is not mentioned, 

herein we find the singular providence of God in taking care of His people in adversity, 

in humbling the proud, in exalting the lowly, and in saving those who pray to Him and 

trust in Him.  

 

Esther has 10 chapters, 167 verses, and 5,632 words. 

 

This book teaches us that nothing “just happens” in the life of the believer: 

 

1. All things are for your sake: 2 Corinthians 4:15a. 

2. All things are of God: 2 Corinthians 5:18a. 

3. All things work together for our good: Romans 8:28. 

 

Outline 

 

I. The Danger of the Scattered Jews: 1-5 

A. Dethronement of Vashti: 1 

B. Distinction of Esther: 2 

C. Decree of Haman: 3 

D. Distress of Mordecai: 4 

E. Disposition of the King: 5 

II. The Deliverance of the Scattered Jews: 6-10 

A. Exaltation of Mordecai: 6:1-13 

B. Execution of Haman: 6:14-7:10 
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C. Eradication (rooting out) of the Foe: 8:1-9:16 

D. Establishment of Purim: 9:17-32 

E. Eminence of Mordecai: 10 

 

Scope: A history of approximately 12 years. 

 

When and Where Written: About 450 B.C. in Susa (Shushan), Persia. 

 

Key Chapter: 6.  Mordecai exalted. 

 

Key Verse: 4:14 – “For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and 

deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house 

will perish.  Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as 

this?” 

 

Key Word: Deliverance. 

 

Key Phrase: “For such a time as this” 4:14.  Have you ever thought that God saved you 

and desires your service “for such a time as this”?  Only one life ‘twill soon be past, only 

what’s done for Christ will last. 

 

Seed Thought 

 

The Sleepless King: 6:1.  The king asked for the records of the chronicles to be read to 

him when he could not sleep.  Have you ever wondered just why you have from time to 

time a restless night?  Maybe God wants to speak to you out of His chronicles (Word).  

Try reading it sometime when you cannot sleep.  Maybe he wants you to listen to His still 

small voice and pray for what He mentioned in His Word, or to bring to mind some sin 

that has gone unconfessed or maybe some selfish ambition that He wants you to confess 

or maybe some place on the altar.  A sleepless night could be for this purpose.  We ought 

to be like Samuel of old: “Speak, Lord, for your servant hears” (1 Samuel 3:1-10).  

Whatever you do, don’t count sheep, just talk to the Shepherd and let the Shepherd talk to 

you. 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 

 

Our modern experience of God is more like that of the Book of Esther than that of many 

O.T. books.  In Esther, God worked behind the scenes to bring about deliverance for His 

people.  God did not bring deliverance through spectacular plagues or a miracle at the sea 

as in the exodus.  Rather, God worked through a courageous old man who refused to 

abandon his principles and a courageous woman who valued the lives of her people more 

than her own life.  The Book of Esther calls us to look at the lives of people committed to 

God if we want to know what God is doing to bring about deliverance in our own world. 

 

The outlook for Mordecai and the Jews looked bleak through much of Esther.  Today we 

may feel that God has abandoned us or that it is not profitable to be on the Lord’s side.  
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The last chapters of Esther brought about God’s reversal of circumstances.  We should 

live our lives with a view to how our story is going to end.  Someday every knee will bow 

“and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord” (Philippians 2:10, 11). 

 

As Christians our power and influence should be used for righteous purposes and not for 

self-gratification.  Power is a gift from God to be used for the benefit of his people and 

His creation.  Christian citizenship demands involvement in the affairs of the state.   

 

 

 

The Poetic And Wisdom Books 

 

The Bible is not a manual of religious teachings like the Pentecostal Holiness Church 

Manual or the Thirty-Nine Articles of the Anglican Church.  It is the Word of God as it 

has come to us through the experiences of the people of God.  It expresses all the 

emotions of the life of faith and it deals with many areas of experience that might seem 

mundane and unspiritual. 

 

This is nowhere more true than it its poetic and wisdom literature.  The Psalms express 

every emotion the believer encounters in life, be it praise and love for God, anger at those 

who practice violence and deceit, personal grief and confusion, or appreciation for God’s 

truth.  Proverbs not only examines moral issues, but it also helps us deal with the ordinary 

matters of life, such as indebtedness and work habits.  Song of Songs celebrates the joy of 

love between man and woman.  Job and Ecclesiastes make us face our most profound 

questions and thereby bring us to a more genuine faith in God.  In sum, all these books 

deal with real life. 

 

Traditionally, we speak of Psalms and Song of Songs as being the books of biblical 

poetry and Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes as biblical wisdom.  These books will be the 

focus of this section.  Other O.T. books, however, share many of the features of poetic 

and wisdom books.  Lamentations is essentially a collection of psalms and of lament.  

Psalms are also found in the prophets (for example, Jonah 2; Habakkuk 3).  Ruth, Esther, 

and Daniel have much more in common with wisdom literature than the casual reader 

might realize.  In the apocrypha Ecclesiasticus and the Wisdom of Solomon imitate the 

wisdom features of their biblical counterparts.  Even the N.T. has a few psalms and 

proverbs (Luke 1:46-55, 68-79; Acts 20:35; 1 Corinthians 15:33). 

 

The five books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and song of Songs still give us the 

best examples of how biblical hymns, songs, proverbs, and reflections are to be read.  

This in turn allows us to see how wisdom and poetry have affected the rest of the Bible. 
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Job 

The Book Of Suffering And Patience 

 

The Book of Job tells of a righteous man (Job) whom God, at satan’s insistence, afflicted 

as a test of his fidelity and integrity.  Three friends (Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar) came to 

comfort him but were horrified at his anger at God.  They tried without success to 

persuade him to repent of some sin.  Job concluded this dialogue with a monologue in 

which he lamented his fate but continued to protest his innocence. 

 

A fifth speaker, Elihu, tried to make sense of the situation and to point out Job’s error.  

Finally God confronted Job, who could then only prostrate himself and repent.  God 

restored Job’s fortunes and declared him to be more righteous than his friends. 

 

Many commentators place Job during or before the time of Abraham, considering him a 

link between Noah and Abraham.  Because Job makes no mention of the Law, any of the 

old patriarchs, or the Tabernacle, and because of his great age they reckon that he did live 

ca. 2200-2100 B.C., long before Abraham’s day.  That he was an historical person, 

Ezekiel (14:20) and James (5:11) confirm.  If this latter view is correct, Job, written by 

himself and perfected in the form we now have by Moses, is the most ancient writing in 

the Bible. 

 

The desperate struggle between Job and his adversary (satan) is allowed to take place in 

the open that we might learn the secret of resistance.  Satan is the “accuser of the 

brethren” (Revelation 12:9, 10j), and in this book we get an insight of satan doing his 

best to crush and overthrow and bring low this “perfect man” who has been encased in 

“an hedge” (1:6-22; 2:1-10).  He seeks to set God and Job at variance (1:11).  Although 

the special providence of God and God’s environments were all a man could desire, this 

did not permit an escape for Job from the powerful temptations of the devil.  Job himself 

could only offer feeble resistance.  Even the environments of Christ did not save Him 

from satanic assaults.  Nor was Peter, in the presence of Christ, spared the onslaughts of 

satan.  Job was a very wealthy man, but riches are not everything that a man needs if he is 

to stand firm against all the wiles of the devil.  He needs the Lord.  He needs to humble 

himself before the Lord first that he might resist the devil (James 4:7). 

 

Job’s adversary was a person, not an influence.  Personal pronouns are used of satan 

which unmistakably reveal personality (1:6-12; 2:1-7; 16:6, 9).  He is referred to at least 

18 times in three verses. 

 

The design of this book is not only in general to assert and explain the doctrine of 

Providence, but in particular to show that, though good men are afflicted, yet sooner or 

later they are delivered out of their afflictions, and that it becomes them to bear them 

patiently, and not murmur at the. Nor complain of God on account of them, whose ways 

and works are unsearchable, and who gives no account of His matters to men, but is 

sovereign, wise, and just in all He does and whatsoever is done by Him issues in the good 

of His people, as well as in His own glory, as the events show.   
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Job contains 42 chapters, 1,070 verses, 10,102 words. 

 

It easy to become confused about this problem of suffering.  Remember the disciples of 

Christ thought that suffering was the result of sin in a life (John 9:2).  The book of Job 

gives an entirely different reason for the suffering of Job.  In this case, Job was being 

honored by God in spite of everything.  How wonderful it would be if you and I learned 

to thank God in all that happens to us. 

 

God has a wise purpose in all of our suffering.  God wants to show His manifold wisdom 

(Ephesians 3:10).  He wants the trial of our faith to work patience.  He wants to bring out 

the gold as by fire.  He wants to reveal real character. 

 

Do you ever sing, “Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; melt me; mold me; fill me; 

use me”?  do you know what it might mean for you?  This is what happened to Job. 

 

Job never really saw himself until he saw God.  This is true of every life.  See how it 

affected Isaiah when he, as a young man, saw God (Isaiah 6:1-9). 

 

Job was “blameless and upright, one who fears God and shuns evil” (1:8). 

 

1. He was “blameless” or “perfect” – complete, all-round. 

2. He was “upright” – Hebrew word means “straight.” 

3. He “feared God” – this is the beginning of wisdom. 

4. He “shunned evil” – this is moral conduct. 

 

Job was right with God and with man and remember it was God who said this.  God 

added, “there is none like him on the earth,” (1:8).  What an honor God gave to Job to 

use these words to describe him! 

 

Outline 

 

I. The Charge of satan: 1, 2 

II. The controversy with Three Friends: 3-31 

A. The first cycle: 4-14 

B. The second cycle: 15-21 

C. The third cycle: 22-31 

III. The Contention of Elihu: 32-37 

IV. The Climax by Jehovah: 38-41 

V. The Confession of Job: 42:1-6 

VI. The Conclusion: 42:7-17 

 

Key Chapter: 38.  Job’s consciousness of God. 

 

Key Verses: 33:10 – “But He knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I shall 

come forth as gold.” 
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13:15 – “Though he slay me, yet will I trust Him.  Even so, I will defend my own ways 

before Him.” 

 

Key Word: Tried. 

 

Key Phrase: Blessed by the name of the Lord: 1:21. 

 

Key Thought: Testing – the death of self: Philippians 4:13, 19.  Includes suffering. 

 

Seed Thought 
 

A Spiritual Diet: 23:12 – “…I have treasured the words of His mouth more than my 

necessary food.”  Just as food is necessary to the physical body, so the Word of God is 

essential or necessary food for the soul.  Nutritionists tell us that four essential foods for 

the body are milk, bread, meat, and honey (100% natural).  So it is for the believer: 

 

a. The “milk” of the Word: 1 Peter 2:2 

b. The “bread” of the Word: Matthew 4:4 

c. The “meat” of the Word: Hebrews 5:12-14 

d. The “honey” of the Word: Psalm 119:103 

 

Jeremiah was so well versed in the Scriptures that when he became discouraged to the 

point of quitting, he said: “I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore in His 

name.  But His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I was weary 

of holding it back, and I could not” (Jeremiah 20:7-9). 

 

Job’s value of God’s Word was above necessary food to sustain the body (23:12).  If a 

man on the verge of starvation were to sit down to the table with food before him and 

declined to eat until he had arrived at a scientific solution of the process of germination, 

fermentation, colorification, deglutition, digestion, and physical assimilation, what would 

you think of him?  A fool?  Sure!  If you waited for an understanding of all this, you 

wouldn’t be here now.  Don’t quibble about the things of the Bible you don’t understand.  

Partake of the Bread of Life, and you will live. 

 

God speaks to satan, “from where do you come?”  What a tragedy in the answer!  “From 

going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it” (Job 1:7).  

Remember, this reveals the “endless restlessness of evil.”  “Be sober, be vigilant; 

because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may 

devour.” 

 

What kind of man was Job? 

 

 He was a perfect man (1:1) 

 He was a prosperous man (1:2-4) 

 He was a praying man (1:5) 

 He was a popular man (29:21, 25) 
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 He was a proven man (42:10, 12) 

 

Did you ever think that you looked all right until some friend dropped in to invite you to 

go some place with him?  When you saw how immaculate your friend looked, you 

immediately realized how you needed a good grooming.  So often this is true in the 

presence of Christ.  The very immaculateness of His Person makes us feel sinful.  

Measure your life by His life and you will feel as Job did. 

 

In Job 42 we find: 

 

1. A Consciousness of God (v. 5) 

2. A collapse of Job (v. 6) 

3. A Commission to serve (v. 7) 

 

Theological Significance 
 

What is the answer to satan’s challenge?  Did Job fear God for nothing?  The answer, 

remarkably, is no.  Job did not serve god for nothing.  Job learned that the real benefit of 

his piety was not his health and wealth and children; it was God Himself.  God, the 

Creator and Judge of all, is bringing about the triumph of righteousness.  And Job now 

knew he could trust God to do all things right, even if it cost Job all he had.  For he still 

had God. 

 

 

 

 

Psalms 

The Book Of Devotion And Praise 

 

The Book of Psalms or Psalter is the hymnal of Israelite worship and the Bible’s book of 

personal devotions.  In it we not only find expression of all the emotions of life but also 

some of the most profound teaching in the entire Scripture. 

 

The Hebrew word for Psalms means “praise” or “hymns.”  The Greek word means 

Psalms.  This book was the national hymn book for the Israelites.  It has been called the 

“heart of the Bible.”  Luther called it “The Little Bible.”  Jerome called it “The Bible 

within the Bible.”   

 

No doubt Psalms is the best loved book in the O.T.  Someone has called it the solid gold 

of Christian experience.  Slip in wherever you will and you will find a treasure.  Every 

psalm is a direct expression of the soul’s consciousness of God. 

 

The Psalms is the national hymnbook of Israel.  It contains 150 poems to be set to music 

for worship.  Worship is the central idea.  The Psalms magnify and praise the Lord, exalt 
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His attributes, His names, His Word and His goodness.  Every human experience is 

related to Him. 

 

Psalm 119 is the longest chapter in the Bible.  Psalm 117 is the shortest, and the middle 

chapter in the Bible.  Psalm 118:8 is the middle verse in the Bible “It is better to trust in 

the Lord than to put confidence in man.”  The word “Selah” occurs 71 times in the 

Psalms.  Various definitions have been given for this expression.  It is thought by some to 

have meant an orchestral interlude.   

 

There are 150 Psalms, 2,461 verses, and 43,743 words. 

 

Writer Date-B.C. Psalm Occasion 

Moses ca. 1460 90 God’s providential care 

David ca. 1030-1020 8, 19, 23 Experiences as a Shepherd 

David ca. 1020-1011 7, 17, 22, 31, 35, 52, 54, 

56-59, 64, 69, 109, 140-

142 

Persecuted by Saul:  

1 Samuel 18:7—31:13 

David ca. 1011 -971 9, 11,12,14, 15, 16, 18, 20, 

21, 24-29, 32, 34, 36-41, 

53, 60-62, 65, 66, 68, 86, 

103, 108, 110, 122, 124, 

131, 133, 139, 144, 145 

Experiences during his reign 

David Ca. 1000 51 His sin with Bathsheba:  

2 Samuel 11:1—12:13 

David Ca. 990 3-6, 13, 55, 63, 70, 143 During Absalom’s rebellion: 

2 Samuel 15:1—18:18 

David  72, 101, 138 For Solomon’s reign 

Asaph Ca. 980-940 50,73-83 Service and praise to God 

Solomon Ca. 965 127 Temple preparation 

Ethan Ca. 970 89 God’s fidelity 

Sons of Korah Ca. 970-586 42-49, 84, 85, 87, 88 Service and praise to God 

Anonymous Ca. 1000-500 1, 2, 10, 30, 33, 67, 71, 91-

100, 102, 104-107, 111-

121, 123, 125, 126, 128-

130, 132, 134-137, 146-

150 

Various experiences and 

praise to God 

 

 

 

Outline 

 

Psalms consist of 150 poems set to music for worship.  It is subdivided into five books, 

following the lines of the Pentateuch.  Each section closes with a doxology.  These 

doxologies serve, not only to divide the Psalter, but to indicate that these separate poems, 

the production of different persons, and belonging to different periods, were collected 

gradually, and the comp0letion of these separate collections was; marked by a doxology. 
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Division I.  The Genesis section – concerning man: 1-41 

A. Man’s blessedness: 1 

B. Man as fallen: 2-8 

C. Man’s enmity culmination in the Antichrist: 9-15 

D. Man’s recovery through Christ: 16-41 

Division II.  The Exodus section – concerning Israel as a nation: 42-72 

A. Israel’s ruin: 42-49 

B. Israel’s Redeemer: 50-60 

C. Israel’s redemption: 61-72 

Division III.  The Leviticus section – concerning the sanctuary: 73-89.  The Sanctuary is 

referred to in nearly every chapter, and is viewed from its ruin to its establishment in 

fullness and blessing. 

A. The Sanctuary in relation to man: 73-83 

B. The Sanctuary in relation to Jehovah: 84-89 

Division IV.  The Numbers section – concerning Israel and other nations: 90-106 

        Prologue: The Rest – lost and needed: 90 

A. The rest for the earth desired: 91-104 

B. The rest for the earth anticipated: 100-105 

C. The rest for the earth celebrated: 100-105 

        Epilogue: The Rest – how lost and valued: 106 

Division V.  The Deuteronomy section – concerning God and His Word: 107-150 

A. Experiences: 107-118 

B. Exposition: 119 

C. Expectation: 120-150 

 

Key Chapter: 119.  The Word of God. 

 

Key Verses: 29:2 – “Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name; worship the LORD 

in the beauty of holiness.” 

 

95:1 – “Oh come, let us sing to the LORD?  Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our 

salvation.” 

 

Key Phrase: Praise the Lord: 7:17 

 

Key Thought: The life of God. 

 

Spiritual Thought: The saint on his knees: 34:6.  The phrase “I cried” is found 18 times 

in the Psalms.  In Job man is taught to know himself; in Psalms he is taught to know the 

Lord. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Looking Unto God: 5:3 – “My voice You shall hear in the morning, O LORD; In the 

morning I will direct it to You, and I will look up.” 
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a) If you want to be distressed, Look Within 

b) If you want to be defeated, Look Back 

c) If you want to be distracted, Look Around 

d) If you want to be dismayed, Look Ahead 

e) If you want to be disappointed, Look To Man 

f) If you want to be delivered, Look To Christ 

g) If you want to be delighted, Look Up 

 

2.  Purpose of God’s Word: 19:7, 8 – “(7) The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the 

soul; The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; (8) The statutes of the 

LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, 

enlightening the eyes.” 

 

a) To convert 

b) To make wise 

c) To cause rejoicing 

d) To enlighten 

 

3.  Names of God in Psalm 23. 

 

a. Jehovah-raah: The Lord—my Shepherd: vs. 1a. 

b. Jehovah-jireh (Genesis 22:14): the Lord will provide—I shall not want vs. 1b. 

c. Jehovah-Shalom (Judges 6:24): The Lord send peace (quietness and rest)—He 

makes me to lie down in green pastures: vs. 2a. 

d. Jehovah-nakah (Isaiah 58:11): The Lord will guide you—He leads me beside the 

still waters: vs. 2b. 

e. Jehovah-rophe (Exodus 15:26): the Lord that heals—He restores my soul: vs. 3a. 

f. Jehovah-tsidkenyu (Jeremiah 23:6): the Lord our righteousness—He leads me in 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake: vs. 3b. 

g. Jehovah-shamma (Ezekiel 48:35): The Lord is there—yea, though I walk through 

the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your 

rod and Your staff, they comfort me: vs. 4a. 

h. Divine Father (2 Corinthians 1:3): the God of all comfort—Your rod and staff, 

they comfort me: vs. 4b. 

i. Jehovah-sabboth (Isaiah 1:9): the Lord of hosts (house-keeper)—You prepare a 

table before me: vs. 5a. 

j. The Lord (Leviticus 10:7): the anointing One—You anoint my head with oil: vs. 

5b. 

k. Jehovah, the Lord (Jeremiah 31:12, 14): the satisfying One—My cup runs over: 

vs. 5c. 

l. Jehovah-gemulah (Jeremiah 51:56): the Lord of recompense—surely goodness 

and mercy shall follow me: vs. 6a. 

m. El Olam (Genesis 21:33): the everlasting God—and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever: vs. 6b. 

 

4.  A Happy Deliverance: 40:1-3 
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a. Condition of the sinner—in the pit, in miry clay: vs. 2b. 

b. Plea of the sinner—his cry unto God: vs. 1. 

c. Power of the Savior—He brought me up: vs. 2a. 

d. Security of the saved—feet on the rock: vs. 2c. 

e. Walk of the saved—his goings established: vs. 2d. 

f. Testimony of the saved—a new song: vs. 3a. 

g. Influence of the saved—many…shall trust: vs. 3b. 

 

5.  Conditions to Answered Prayer: 91:15 – “He shall call upon Me, and I will answer 

him; I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him and honor him.” 

 

a. Clean heart: 66:18; Proverbs 28:13 

b. Faithful heart: James 1:6 

c. Broken and humble heart: 51:17 

d. Undivided heart: Jeremiah 29:13 

e. Obedient heart: 1 John 3:22 

f. Forgiving heart: Mark 11:25, 26; Acts 7:60 

g. Abiding heart: John 15:7 

h. Spirit taught heart: Romans 8:26, 27 

i. Seeking heart, for God’s glory: John 14:13 

 

Theological Significance 
 

The psalms help today’s believers to understand God, themselves, and their relationship 

to God.  The psalms picture God as the creator, who is worthy of praise and is capable of 

using His creative might to rescue His people from current distress.  The psalms picture 

God as the just Judge of all the world, who rewards the righteous and opposes the 

wicked.  Prayers that God curse the enemies of the psalmist must be understood in part as 

affirmations of God’s justice and the certainty of His judgment.  The psalms picture God 

as the faithful Friend of the oppressed.  The psalms offer a refresher course in God’s 

faithfulness throughout Israel’s history.  The psalms highlight god’s promises to David 

and his descendants, promises that are not finally realized until Christ. 

 

The psalms picture the full range of human emotions: joy, despair, guilt, consolation, 

love, hate, thankfulness, and satisfaction.  The psalms thus remind us that all of life is 

under God’s lordship.  The psalms likewise illustrate the broad range of human responses 

to God: praise, confession, pleas for help, thanksgiving.  The psalms thus serve as a 

source book for Christian worship, both public and private. 

 

It is the book for all who are in need, the sick and suffering, the poor and needy, the 

prisoner and exile, the man in danger, the persecuted.  It is a book for the sinner, telling 

him of God’s great mercy and forgiveness.  It is a book for the child of God, leading him 

into new experiences with the Lord.  It tells of God’s law in its perfection and pronounces 

blessings upon the one who will keep it. 
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Proverbs 

Laws Of Heaven For Life Upon Earth 

 

The word “proverb” comes from a Hebrew word meaning “to rule or to govern.”  Thus 

Proverbs are saying designed to rule or govern our conduct, and may be called “Heaven’s 

rules for men on earth.” 

 

The Nature Of Proverbial Literature 
 

Every culture has its own proverbs and traditional wisdom.  In fact, the study of wisdom 

and proverbs was a favorite activity of ancient scribes and teachers.  Writings that 

preserve this ancient wisdom have survived from Egypt, Mesopotamia, and Greece. 

 

In ancient times collections of traditional wisdom were the textbooks for educating young 

men of aristocratic birth.  Proverbs often implies that it was written for young men for a 

similar purpose.  For example, the reader is frequently addressed as “my son” (2:1; 3:1, 

11; 4:1, 10; 5:1; 6:1) and is warned to avoid prostitutes (5:3-6; 6:20-35).  Although 

Proverbs can be profitably read by anyone, its interpretation is easier if we keep in mind 

the original audience for whom it was written. 

 

Proverbs has other features in common with the wisdom writings of the other nations of 

the ancient Near East.  Like them, it is very practical.  It deals with ordinary matters of 

life more than with great philosophical concepts.  Also its structure and organization are 

in many ways like the other wisdom writings, especially those from Egypt. 

 

But Israelite wisdom is distinct from that of the other nations in its assertion that God is 

the starting point in the search for true wisdom: “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7; compare 9:10; Psalm 111:10).  From beginning to end, 

Proverbs deals with the practical concerns of an individual who knows God.  It teaches 

the believer how to live.  In this sense even when it deals with mundane issues, Proverbs 

is never “secular.” 

 

Contents:  This book is part of the wisdom literature of the Hebrews.  It is not simply a 

collection of witty and wise sayings, but there is in it a distinct philosophy of life.  The 

fundamental idea is that the world is morally governed. 

 

There are two great problems considered: the moral government of the world and the 

duty of man in such a world.  The book contrasts the fear of Jehovah and the folly of self-

will.  The former is declared to be the foundation for prosperity – “the fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom” (9:10a); the latter is denounced as the cause of suffering and 

death. 

 

We are not generally to expect any connection, either of sense or sentences, in this book 

of Proverbs.  Other parts of the Bible are like a rich mine where the precious ore runs 
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along in a continuous vein, but Proverbs is like a heap of pearls, which, though they are 

loose and unstrung, are not the less excellent and valuable. 

 

There are 31 chapters, 915 verses, and 15,043 words in the book of Proverbs. 

 

Purpose: to teach us the fear of the Lord and to give us wisdom for our daily walk and 

service: 1:7; 16:6. 

 

Outline 
 

I. General rules for Guidance: 1-9 

 Wisdom and Folly contrasted 

II. Wise and Foolish Sons: 10-24 

 The two are contrasted and compared 

III. God-given Wisdom for Conduct: 25-29 

IV. Summary of Things Learned by Experience: 30 

 

Writers: Their origin may be set forth as follows: 

 

1, Scattered Proverbs.  These were proverbs collected under the guidance of God, that 

had come into being at various times during Israel’s history and were probably compiled 

by King David and used by him either directly or indirectly through a tutor, in the 

education of his son. 

 

2. Solomon’s proverbs.  Solomon spoke 3,000 proverbs (1 Kings 4:32).  The wisdom thus 

to speak was a direct gift from God (1 Kings 3:5-12; 4:29-31).  His proverbs fall into two 

groups: (1) those which Solomon himself edited includes chapters 1-24 (Ecclesiastes 

12:9).  (2) Those edited by the Scribes of Hezekiah’s time and contained in chapters 25-

29. 

 

3. Sundry proverbs.  Proverbs spoken by Agur and King Lemuel.  Lemuel’s proverbs had 

been passed on to him by his mother.  Whether she was the writer or merely the repeater 

of them we do not know. 

 

The three groups of proverbs were probably brought together in their present form by 

Ezra. 

 

Key Chapter: 8.  Value of wisdom. 

 

Key Verses: 4:23 – “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of 

life.” 

 

8:13a – “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil.” 

 

9:10a – “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” 

 



Old Testament Survey, Page 109 

Key Word: Wisdom, mentioned 104 times.  See 1 Corinthians 2:13. 

 

Key Phrase: The fear of the Lord: 9:10. 

 

Key Thought: The School of God. 

 

Spiritual Thought: The saint on his feet.  The “Spiritual Thought” for Psalms is “the 

saint on his knees.”  He that would be wise, let him read Proverbs.  He that would be 

holy, let him read the Psalms. 

 

 In Psalms we find the Christian on his knees. 

 In Proverbs we find the Christian on his feet. 

 The Psalms are for the Christian’s devotions. 

 The Proverbs are for the Christian’s walk. 

 The Psalms are for the closet of prayer. 

 The Proverbs are for the business place, home, and playground. 

 

We find in Proverbs that godliness is practical.  Every relationship in life is mentioned.  

We find our duty to God, to our neighbors, the duty of parents and children, our 

obligations as citizens. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

Remember, each proverb is a “Seed Thought” in itself. 

 

Train up a Child: 22:6.  One has never improved on God’s method of training children.  

Worldly philosophy, embraced by many parents today, says – “We will not influence our 

children by making choices and decisions in matters of religion.”  Why not? 

 

a. The ads will 

b. The press will 

c. Radio and TV will 

d. The movies will 

e. The neighbors will 

f. School teachers will 

g. Politicians will, and  

h. The forces of evil will 

 

We will use our influence over our vegetable and flower gardens, over our lawns, and 

over our pets.  Yet parents ignore their children.  Luther Burband, the famous botanist, 

once said: “If parents paid no more attention to the plants around them than they do their 

children, we would be living in a jungle today. 

 

“Foolishness if bound in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction shall drive it far 

from him” (22:15).  Dwight L. Moody said: “Better the child cry than the father sigh.” 
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Theological Significance 
 

Proverbs challenges believers, especially the young, to learn the lessons of past 

generations.  It gives the practical implications of the confession that God is the Lord of 

all of life.  The truly wise show respect for God and His standards in all life situations.  

Living faith can never be divorced from lives of faithfulness.  Faith must be lived out in 

the day-to-day world where problems call for practical wisdom.  How we relate to others 

serves as an indicator of our relationship with God. 

 

 

 

Ecclesiastes 

Ancient Wisdom For Modern Man 

 

The word “Ecclesiastes” means preacher.  “Koheleth” is the Hebrew name for this book 

and means “an assembler or convener.”  This is what Solomon was: he gathered the 

people together and then preached to them this sermon describing his backsliding. 

 

Content: The very scope and design of this book is to expose the vanity of all worldly 

enjoyments; to show that man’s happiness does not lie in natural wisdom and knowledge; 

nor in worldly wealth; nor in civil honor, power and authority; nor in the mere externals 

of religion but in the single God and the worship of Him. 

 

Ecclesiastes is a divine commentary on the words of Christ: “Whoever drinks of this 

water will thirst again” (John 4:13).  It is well that this book is followed by the Song of 

Solomon for the one is the complement of the other.  In Ecclesiastes we learn that 

without Christ we cannot be satisfied even if we possess the whole world, the heart is too 

large for the object.  In the Song of Solomon we learn that if we turn form the world and 

set our affections on Christ, we cannot fathom the infinite preciousness of His love.  The 

object is too large for the heart.   

 

Ecclesiastes contains 12 chapters, 222 verses, and 5,584 words. 

 

Subject: The experience of a man who tried everything under the sun to satisfy his heart 

and found that it was all vanity and vexation of spirit. 

 

Purpose: To spare us the bitterness of learning through experience that nothing under the 

sun really satisfies the human heart apart from God.  We are shown our purpose in being 

in the world (12:13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Old Testament Survey, Page 111 

Outline 
 

I. Introduction: 1:1 

II. The Argument: 1:2-12:7 

A. Stated: 1:2-11.  There is everywhere wearisome monotony and all labor is 

profitless. 

B. Proven: 1:12-9:16 

1) From the King’s experience: 1:12-2:26 

a. Pursuit after knowledge vain: 1:12-15 

b. Pursuit after wisdom vain: 1:16-18 

c. Pursuit after pleasure vain: 2:1-3 

d. Pursuit after Riches vain: 2:4-26 

2) From the King’s observation: 3:1-9:16 

a. The World testifies to the vanity of things: 3 

b. The society testifies to the vanity of things: 4 

c. The individual testifies to the vanity of things: 5, 6 

d. The Whole Human System testifies to the vanity of things: 

7:1-9:16 

C. Applied: 9:17-12:7 

III. Conclusion: 12:8-14 

 

Writer: Solomon: 1:1, 12, 16; 12:9.  Ecclesiastes is the dramatic autobiography of his 

life and experience when he got away from God and tried various methods of happiness.  

He reveals this one truth: “let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 

Corinthians 10:12).  The Song of Solomon was written in the glory of his first love.  

Proverbs at the height of his glory and wisdom, and Ecclesiastes probably late in old age, 

as a seal and testimony of genuine repentance. 

 

Key Chapter: 12.  A call to remember God. 

 

Key Verses: 1:2,3 – “(2) Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher; Vanity of vanities, all is 

vanity.  (3) What profit has a man from all his labor in which he toils under the sun?” 

 

The only sure thing the natural man can look forward to is death and his giving on 

account to God (12:7, 14). 

 

Key Word: Vanity, found 37 times. 

 

Key Phrases: 
 

1. Under the sun (“apart from God”): 29 times 

2. Under the heaven: 3 times 

3. Upon the earth: 7 times 

4. Vanity of vanities: 3 times 

5. Vexation of spirit: 7 times 

6. I communed with my own heart: 7 times 
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Key Thought: The vanity of earthly life: 1 John 2:15-17. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Happiness and hopefulness are impossible apart from God. 

 

Seed Thought 

 

Vanity of Vanities: 1:2 

 

a. Man at his best state is vanity: Psalm 39:5 

b. Man’s own righteousness is vanity: Isaiah 57:12; 64:6 

c. Vanity consists of: 

 Worldly pleasures: 2:1 

 Worldly wisdom: 1 Corinthians 3:19, 20 

 Worldly anxiety: Psalm 127:2 

 Worldly labor: 4:4 

 Worldly possessions: 2:4-11 

 Heaping up riches: 4:8 

 The love of riches: 5:10 

 Foolish questions: Titus 3:9 

 Ungodly conduct: 2 Peter 2:18 

 Mere external religion: 2 Timothy 3:2-5; Hebrews 13:9; James 2:14 

d. The wicked: 

 Love vanity: Psalm 4:2 

 Devise iniquity (vanity): Psalm 36:4 

 Walk in vanity: Ephesians 4:17 

 Reap vanity: Jeremiah 12:13 

 Count God’s services as vanity: Job 21:7, 13-15 

 Are characterized by vanity: Job 11:11 

e. Christians: 

 Hate the thoughts of vanity: Psalm 119:113 

 Pray to be kept from vanity: Proverbs 30:8 

 Avoid vanity: Psalm 24:4, 5 

 Avoid those given to vanity: Psalm 26:4 

 

Theological Significance 
 

Ecclesiastes challenges its readers to live in the world as it really is instead of living in a 

world of false hope.  It addresses those who have sought meaning through wealth, 

education, or political power.  For some this search for lasting meaning and value has left 

them empty.  Others have yet to realize the futility of this search. 

 

Ecclesiastes challenges its readers to abandon illusions of self-importance, face death and 

life squarely, and accept with fear and trembling their dependence on God.  Solomon’s 

faith in the justice of God and the goodness of His commands was stronger than his 
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pessimism (8:12-13; 11:9).  Even when he did not understand life or God’s ways, his 

response was one of faith.  The seeming senselessness of life in the real world drove him 

to God, the only giver of permanent worth.  Life is God’s precious gift.  Its fleeting 

pleasures should be enjoyed, even while pursuing the lasting joy that comes only from 

God. 

 

 

 

Song Of Solomon 

The Book Of Heavenly Love 

 

The full name of this book is “The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.”  Often called 

Song of Solomon or, after the Latin, Canticles, it is best to call it Song of Songs.  But we 

should note that the Hebrew idiom Song of Songs actually means the best song. 

 

Contents: Since the writer does not state his purpose, this book has been difficult to 

interpret.  In fact, there are several interpretations or views: 

 

1.  Allegorical view, which says: the whole is figurative and allegorical, expressing in a 

variety of lively metaphors the union on the one hand between Israel and Jehovah, and on 

the other hand, in the light of the New Testament, between our blessed Lord Jesus Christ 

and the church. 

 

2.  Literal view, which says that the book presents actual history and nothing more. 

 

3.  Dramatic view, which presents the book as the story of a simple country maiden who 

is taken from her home and her shepherd-lover of the hills to be one of the numerous 

wives of King Solomon.  The Shulamite maiden resists every effort of Solomon to win 

her away from the one who has plighted her troth and whose praises she sings.  She is 

taken away to the court but amid all its glory and glamour she remains faithful to her 

shepherd-lover of the hills.  Finally, when love has withstood every conceivable test, she 

is permitted to return to her lover and to her simple country home.  Thus by her 

faithfulness, she rebukes polygamy of an oriental court, resist the empty pomp and 

pageantry of the world and proves the truth of Paul’s wonderful classic on love—that 

“love never fails” (1 Corinthians 13). 

 

4.  Literary view, which says that this book is simply a collection of love songs. 

 

5.  Liturgical view, which says that this book is nothing more than borrowed pagan 

liturgy linked to fertility or sex cults.  The fact that this book is an accepted part of the 

Canon, that the ancient Jews have always included it as inspired, would rule out the 

Liturgical interpretation. 
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6.  Didactic-moral view, which says that this Song represents the purity of true love – the 

sacredness of the love and marriage relationship ordained by God between husband and 

wife. 

 

7.  Wedding Song view, Some have argued that Song of Songs is a wedding song.  Some 

scholars have studied Near Eastern wedding ceremonies and have pointed out similarities 

between those rituals and the lyrics of the Song.  Even so, it is difficult to read Song of 

Songs as an order of service for a wedding.  But even though the Song is not the text of a 

wedding ceremony, it indicates that the young lovers were marrying each other. 

 

8.  Love Song view, some believe this to be the best interpretation and the most obvious 

one.  Song of Songs is a love song in three parts—a man, a woman, and a chorus of 

women.  It has no secret allegories or identifications.  It tells no story and has no plot.  It 

is a lyrical expression of romantic love between a couple who are in the process of 

marrying.   

 

The Song of Solomon contains 8 chapters, 117 verses, and 2,661 words. 

 

Meaning and Message 
 

The Song of Songs conveys important meaning if left as it is, a love song, and not turned 

into something it is not. 

 

First, as the Bible is meant to serve as a guide in every aspect of life, so the Song deals 

with one universal aspect of human life – love, marriage, and sexuality.  People need 

direction and teaching in the matter of how to nurture love for a spouse just as they need 

guidance in every other matter.  The Song teaches that this love relationship is to be both 

physical and verbal.  Again and again the two lovers speak of their desire for and joy in 

each other.  For many couples the inability to express love is a profound problem. 

 

Second, although the Song teaches by example and not decree, its message is clear.  The 

love the couple shared was exclusive and binding (7:10).  By implication this ideal 

portrait excludes extramarital sex as well as all perversions and abuses of sexuality, such 

as promiscuity and homosexuality. 

 

Third, Song of Songs celebrates love between man and woman as something that is valid 

and beautiful even in a fallen and sinful world.  In this way Song of Songs testifies in a 

significant way to the grace of God.  Although we are sinners, God tells us that the love 

relationship is a thing to be cherished and enjoyed.  If the Bible said nothing in this area 

beyond prohibitions and warnings, we might suppose that all sexuality is innately evil 

and is to be suppressed entirely except for procreation.  But because the Song is in the 

Bible, we understand that it is not sexuality but the misuse and abuse of sex that is wrong.  

In the Song we see that genuine love between man and woman, and the physical affection 

that follows, is a good and tender thing. 

 

Subject: View #1 – the union or oneness between God and His people. 
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Purpose: View #1 – to show us the importance of our being faithful to the “Lover” of 

our souls. 

 

Subject: View #2 – Solomon’s experience in trying to win the affection of a peasant girl 

betrothed to her shepherd-lover of the hills, and his failure. 

 

Purpose: View # 2 – to teach us how the world seeks to draw away the redeemed from 

Christ, their Shepherd-lover of the heavenly hills, and how His love always “never fails.” 

 

Subject: View #3 – The sacredness of love and sex as ordained by God for married 

couples. 

Purpose: View #3 – to show that continuing love in marriage is God’s method of 

perpetuating a happy home. 

 

Subject: View #4 – the faithfulness of a maiden while separated from her lover. 

 

Purpose: View #4 – to show us the importance of “occupying” till our Shepherd-lover 

returns for His bride. 

 

Outline: This book does not easily yield to an outline.  It is suggested that the reader 

form his own, based on which view or interpretation is acceptable to him. 

 

Writer: Solomon: 1:1. 

 

Key Chapter: 1 – Communion of bride and bridegroom. 

 

Key Verse: 6:3 – “I am my beloved’s, and my beloved is mine.  He feeds his flock among 

the lilies.” 

 

Key Word: Beloved, found 23 times.  See 1 John 3:1, 2 

 

Key Phrase: My beloved is mine, and I am his: 2:16. 

 

Key Thought: The fullness of Christ. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Love Him with all your heart. 

 

Dr. Harry Ironside gives this brief analysis: a girl of a poor family worked in a vineyard, 

which belonged to Solomon (8:11.  He, as a young shepherd, met this girl, and they fell 

in love.  The shepherd-lover had to go away, with the promise of his return.  She became 

despondent over her long wait, but remained faithful to her lover.  While working in the 

field one day, word was brought to her that king Solomon, who was in her village, 

wanted to see her.  Amazed, she immediately recognized him as her shepherd-lover.  

They go together to his palace in Jerusalem, and it is here that most of the story takes 

place. 
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Seed Thought 
 

Little foxes that spoil the vines: 2:15.  D. L. Moody has linked this verse with the “fruit 

of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:22, 23) and shows how the little foxes of: 

 

a. Selfishness spoil love 

b. Discontent spoil joy 

c. Anxious thoughts spoil peace 

d. Impatience spoil longsuffering 

e. Bitter words spoil gentleness 

f. Indolence spoil goodness 

g. Doubt spoil faith 

h. Pride spoil meekness 

i. Worldly pleasure spoil temperance 

j. Disobedience spoil fellowship with God 

k. Misplaced activity spoil service 

l. Envy spoil Christian unity 

m. Imagination spoil worship and devotion 

 

Theological Significance 
 

The sexual and emotional aspects of love between a man and a woman are worthy of the 

Bible’s attention.  Sexuality and love are fundamental to the human experience.  As a 

book meant to teach readers how to live a happy and good life, the Bible naturally has 

something to say in this area.  The Song of Songs celebrates the joy and passion of 

married love as God’s good gifts.  The united love of the man and woman in Song of 

Songs is a reenactment of the love between the first man and woman.  As such it 

witnesses to the triumph of God’s gracious purposes for creation in spite of human sin.  

Likewise, such faithful love beautifully pictures God’s love for and commitment to His 

people. 

 

One More Thought:  Lovers always call one another sweet names.  Sometimes those 

names are not understood except by those involved.  The general public will say they are 

silly names, but the lovers know their meaning silly or not!  These names are for the 

person or persons loved, not for every Tom, Dick, and Harry.  Even our heavenly Father 

has names for His loved ones.  They will sound silly to the world, but to us who are the 

redeemed of the Lord, we anxiously await the time we stand before the Lord and hear the 

Lover of our souls call us by a name that only we will understand (Revelation 2:17).  As 

we read this Song of Solomon, we cannot help but notice the love and devotion the bride 

has for her shepherd-lover.  And such name calling by the bride!  Each name is worthy of 

His being. 
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The Prophetical Books 

 

The reader should keep in mind that all the prophets except five prophesied before 

Israel’s captivity in Babylon; Ezekiel and Daniel during captivity; Haggai, Zechariah, and 

Malachi after captivity. 

 

Prophets and Prophecy 
 

The prophets, whose writings make up this section of the Bible, were true prophets who 

spoke and wrote as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.  None of the writings of false 

prophets are in the Canon of Scripture – only those whose writings are of a “more sure 

word of prophecy” (2 Peter 1:19-21). 

 

Prophecy, simply defined, is speaking forth the revealed Word of God, whether the 

message pertains to the present or to the future.  It is “the revelation of the will of God by 

a man or woman who is God’s chosen spokesman.  That man or woman is a prophet of 

God who stands first before god to discern His will, and then stands before men to 

declare that divine will.” 

 

Thus, while false prophets usually “seek” to receive messages of a prophetic nature 

(through a study of the heavens, potions, dreams, etc.), true biblical prophecy is not 

inherently sought after.  Rather, God seeks out His man, fills him with the spirit of 

prophecy, and reveals His message through him. 

 

Moses gave the test of a true prophet (Deuteronomy 18:20-22).  This alone qualifies a 

man for the office of a prophet. 

 

Old Testament prophets were passionate nationalists, telling forth (preaching) and 

forthtelling (prophesying) their message to the people of Israel.  They rebuked sin in field 

and palace, before priest and king, pulling no punches nor showing favor with anyone.  

Priests and kings had stooped so low in sin that there were no spiritual leaders among the 

people.  Prophets filled this gap for God, but due to their message of truth and prediction, 

they were mocked as God’s messengers, their messages were despised, and they were 

misused – (were told to leave town, beaten, imprisoned, sawn asunder, etc, 2 Chronicles 

36:14-16; Amos 7:12, 13; Jeremiah 20:1-3; 37:11-15; Hebrews 11:37). 

 

Prophecy is God’s way of writing history in advance.  Fulfilled prophecies are one of the 

infallible proofs of the inspiration of Scripture.  It assures the believer that unfulfilled 

prophecy will in God’s time, be fulfilled. 

 

While some prophetical books are designated Major and Minor, one is no less important 

than the other.  Major and Minor have to do with size not content of the book.  There are 

five main themes of Bible prophecy, which concern: (1) Israel (2) Christ – the Messiah 

(3) Gentile nations (4) The Church and (5) Last things. 
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The Character Of The Prophets 
 

God’s prophets experienced a call to be His spokespersons (Isaiah 6; Jeremiah 1:4-10; 

Amos 7:15).  The prophets challenged God’s people to lead lives worthy of a people in 

covenant with God.  The prophets’ repeated call to “return” to God assumes a history of 

covenant commitments between God and His people.  At times the prophetic message 

builds on God’s covenant with the patriarchs (Jeremiah 25:5).  At times the warning 

builds on the exodus deliverance and Mosaic covenant (Jeremiah 11:2-11).  At times the 

prophetic message is hopeful, based on God’s covenants with David and the Levites 

(Jeremiah 33:19-22). 

 

God gave His prophets access to His heavenly council room (1 Kings 22:19-22), which 

let them see how God was at work in His world. 

 

At their best God’s prophets were courageous, unafraid to deliver their God-inspired 

message regardless of the danger involved.  Often God called the prophets to confront 

Israel’s kings with their sin.  Samuel challenged Saul’s disobedience (1 Samuel 13:15).  

Nathan exposed David’s adultery and murder (2 Samuel 12). 

 

At other times the prophets felt all-too-human emotions.  Elijah feared for his life and hid 

from Jezebel (1 Kings 19:3).  In despair Jeremiah complained that God had deceived him 

and brought him insults and reproach (Jeremiah 20:7-8). 

 

At their best God’s prophets were honest individuals concerned with the truth.  Micaiah 

warned Ahab of the dangers of going to war (1 Kings 22).  Isaiah exposed the foolishness 

of idol worship (Isaiah 44:9-20). 

 

At their best God’s prophets were moral persons who challenged God’s people to high 

ethical standards.  Amos challenged God’s people to “let justice roll on like a river, 

righteousness like a never-falling stream” (Amos 5:24).  Micah answered the question 

“What does the LORD require of you?”  with a call “to act justly and to love mercy and 

to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). 

 

At their best God’s prophets were compassionate and sensitive to the oppressed.  Amos 

announced God’s judgment on Israel’s people because “they sell the righteous for silver 

and the needy for a pair of sandals.  They trample on the heads of the poor as upon the 

dust of the ground” (Amos 2:6, 7). 

 

Hebrew uses several terms for prophets.  “Seer” was an early title for a prophet (1 

Samuel 9:9).  Seers like Samuel were able to see lost objects and future events.  The 

phrase “man of God” designates a traveling preacher through whom God worked mighty 

acts (for example, Elijah and Elisha).  The “prophets” were spokespersons for God much 

as Aaron was spokesman for Moses (Exodus 7:1). 

 

The prophets came from different backgrounds.  Isaiah was born and raised in the city 

and prophesied in Jerusalem.  He addressed God’s Word to kings, such as Ahaz (Isaiah 7) 
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and Hezekiah (Isaiah 36-39).  Micah came from the country town of Moresheth-gath in 

the Philistine territory.  He criticized the political, moral, and social corruption of the big 

cities of Jerusalem and Samaria (Micah 1:5-7; 2:1-11; 3:1-12).  His only hope was in the 

transformation of Zion (4:1-5). 

 

Ideally court prophets served as God’s advisers to and/or critics of the king.  Some 

(Nathan, 2 Samuel 12; Isaiah, Isaiah 7; Micaiah, 1 Kings 22) challenged their kings not to 

stray from the covenant and to fulfill their God-ordained role as shepherds of God’s 

people.  The ideal of Israel as a theocracy—a nation ruled by God through His chosen 

kings—was realized only to the extent that its rulers heeded the counsel of God’s 

prophets.  Court prophets gave religious and political advice, rebuked, declared God’s 

judgment, and kept record of the deeds of the king.  Other court prophets were no more 

than yes men, repeating whatever message their king wished to hear (for example, the 

lying prophets of 1 Kings 22). 

 

The varying treatment of the prophets mirrored the shifting political scene of Judah.  

Unlike its northern neighbor, Judah was ruled by both godly and wicked kings.  

Sometimes its kings responded to the prophetic word, even as their ancestor David had.  

But all too often the kings disregarded—and even despised—the prophetic word.  Yet the 

prophets faithfully and courageously served the Lord. 
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THE PROPHETS IN HISTORY 

(9TH –5TH CENTURY B.C.) 

Prophet Approximate 

Dates 

Location/ 

Home 

Basic Bible 

Passage 

Central  

Teaching 

Key Verse 

Elijah 875 – 850 Tishbe 1Kgs 17:1-2 Kgs 

2:18 

Yahweh, not Baal, 

is God 

1Kings 18:21 

Micaiah 856 Samaria 1 Kgs 22; 2 Chr. 18 Proof of Prophecy 1 Kgs. 22:28 

Elisha 855-800 Abel 

Meholah 

1 Kgs. 19:15-21 

2 Kgs. 2-9; 13 

God’s miraculous  

Power 

2 Kgs. 5:15 

Jonah 775 Gath 

Hepher 

2 Kgs. 14:25; Jonah God’s universal 

concern 

Jonah 4:11 

Amos 765 Tekoa Amos God’s call for 

justice and 

righteousness 

Amos 5:24 

Hosea 750 Israel Hosea God’s 

unquenchable love 

Hos. 11:8-9 

Isaiah 740-698 Jerusalem 2 Kgs. 19-20; Isaiah Hope through 

repentance & 

suffering 

Isa. 1:18; 

53:4-6 

Micah 735-710 Moresheth 

Gath 

Jerusalem 

Jer. 26:18; Micah Call for humble 

mercy and justice 

Mic. 6:8 

Oded 733 Samaria 2 Chr. 28:9-11 Do not go beyond 

God’s command 

2 Chr. 28:9 

Zephaniah 630 ? Zephaniah Hope for the 

humble righteous 

Zeph. 2-3 

Nahum 625 Elkosh Nahum God’s jealousy 

protects His people 

Nah. 1:2-3 

Habakkuk 625 ? Habakkuk God calls for 

faithfulness 

Hab. 2:4 

Jeremiah 626-584 Anathoth/ 

Jerusalem 

2 Chr. 36:12; 

Jeremiah 

Faithful prophet 

points to new 

covenant 

Jer. 31:33-34 

Huldah 

(the 

prophetess) 

621 Jerusalem 2Kgs. 22: 2 Chr. 34 God’s Book is 

accurate 

2 Kgs. 22:16 

Ezekiel 593-571 Babylon Ezekiel Future Hope for 

new community of 

worship 

Ezek. 37:12-

13 

Joel 588 (?) Jerusalem Joel Call to repent & 

experience God’s 

Spirit 

Joel 2:28, 29 

Obadiah 580 Jerusalem Obadiah Doom on Edom to 

bring God’s 

kingdom 

Obad. 21 

Haggai 520 Jerusalem Ezra 5:1; 6:14; 

Haggai 

The priority of 

God’s house 

Hag. 2:8-9 

Zechariah 520-514 Jerusalem Ezra 5:1; 6:14 

Zechariah 

Faithfulness will 

lead to God’s 

universal rule 

Zech. 14:9 

Malachi 433 Jerusalem Malachi Honor God and 

wait for His 

righteousness 

Mal. 4:2 
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Isaiah 

The Evangelical Prophet 

 
Isaiah means “the salvation of Jehovah”. 

 

Writer: Isaiah: 1:1.  See 6:1 with John 12:41; 53:1 with John 12:38.  Because there are 

two sections in his book, critics have said there were two different Isaiah’s.  Their chief 

arguments center on the style in the second section, which is vastly different from that in 

the first, and certain prophecies relating to the Babylonian captivity and the naming of 

Cyrus as Israel’s liberator over 100 years before he was born.  Isaiah prophesied for 

approximately 65 years, and it is understandable that in his late years his style would 

change, especially since this section has to do with future events.  Anyone who accepts 

the Bible as inspired of God has no difficulty in matters of prophecy; Isaiah was well 

qualified, as God’s prophet, to predict Israel’s captor and liberator. 

 

New Testament evidence supports the believer’s acceptance of just one Isaiah.  He is 

quoted over 300 times in the New Testament, more than from all other Old Testament 

prophecies combined.  In each instance, whether referred to by Christ or other writers, he 

is called “Isaiah,” or “Isaiah the prophet”, singular.  Never is there inference in the New 

Testament that there was more than one Isaiah.  Interesting, too, that many of Isaiah’s 

statements in the New Testament are from the second section of his book! 

 

Historical Background 
 

Isaiah lived in momentous times for Israel and Judah.  Both nations had experienced 

prosperity during the first half of the 8th century B.C.  But not long after the midpoint of 

the century, the Assyrians appeared on the horizon like a dark, ominous storm cloud.  In 

an effort to resist the Assyrians, the Northern Kingdom formed a coalition with the 

Arameans (Syrians).  When Judah refused to join the effort, Israel and Aram attacked. 

 

Some of the early chapters of the book reflect this background (compare chapters 7-8).  

The Assyrians defeated Aram and Israel, reducing the latter to a puppet state.  The 

morally corrupt Northern Kingdom was moving headlong toward final judgment.  In 722 

B.C. the Assyrians conquered Samaria and made Israel an Assyrian province.  Following 

in the footsteps of the Northern Kingdom, Judah also rebelled against God’s 

commandments. 

 

Isaiah warned his countrymen to change, and the reign of Hezekiah saw a revival of sorts.  

Hezekiah also resisted the Assyrians.  In 701 B.C. the Assyrian ruler Sennacherib 

marched against Judah and besieged Jerusalem.  Isaiah encouraged the king to trust in the 

Lord, who miraculously delivered the city from the Assyrian hordes.  However, Isaiah 

also foresaw the eventual exile of Judah and addressed the situation of that future 

generation. 
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Theme: The theme of Isaiah’s prophecy may be summarized as follows: God’s ideal for 

His covenant people Israel will indeed be realized but only after His judgment purifies 

the covenant community of those who rebel against His authority.  God is the “Holy One 

of Israel,” who sovereignly controls the destiny of nations but who also demands loyalty 

from His people. 

 

Purpose And Theology 
 

As a messenger of Israel’s and Judah’s covenant Lord, Isaiah warned that God’s people 

were about to be judged for breaking their covenant with Him.  Though their punishment 

would be severe, God would ultimately judge the nations as well and reestablish His 

people in their land. 

 

In the development of this major theme of salvation through purifying judgment, several 

contributing themes emerge.  Isaiah has much to say about Zion (Jerusalem), God’s 

dwelling place.  He prophesied and witnessed the city’s miraculous deliverance from the 

Assyrians.  The event foreshadowed and became a guarantee of Jerusalem’s eventual 

vindication and glorification before the nations.  However, a time would come when 

Jerusalem would have to endure extreme hardship and its people suffer the humiliation of 

exile.  Nevertheless, God would not abandon the city.  He would lead His people out of 

exile in a grand new exodus and bring them back to the promised land. 

 

The Servant of the Lord plays a prominent role in the restoration of Israel.  Portrayed as a 

new Moses who mediates a new covenant for the nation, this servant suffers on behalf of 

God’s people and brings them redemption.  Subsequent biblical revelation identifies this 

servant as Jesus Christ. 

 

The book also emphasizes God’s sovereignty over the nations.  He raised up Assyria and 

Babylon as instruments to punish His rebellious people but then destroyed them because 

of their arrogance and cruelty.  Time and time again the Lord declared His infinite 

superiority to the idol-gods of the nations.  They were products of human hands and 

inactive, but He is the sovereign Creator who superintends the universe. 

 

Isaiah has the same number of chapters that the Bible has books, 66.  The Bible has two 

main divisions; Isaiah has two main divisions.  The first division of Isaiah includes 

chapters 1-39; the second division of Isaiah contains 27 chapters (40-66).  The second 

division of the Bible, the New Testament, contains 27 books.  There are 1,292 verses and 

37,044 words. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Division I – Prophetic: 1-35 

A. Prophecies Concerning Judah and Israel: 1-12 

1. God’s Indictment and Prediction of Judgment: 1-5 

2. Isaiah’s Call and Commission: 6 

3. Promised Restoration and Thanksgiving: 7-12 
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B. Predictions against Foreign Nations: 13:23 

C. Announcements of Judgments and Deliverances: 24-35 

1. Picture of universal judgment: 24 

2. Book of songs – four: 25-27 

3. Book of woes – six: 28-33 

4. Future of Nations and Israel contrasted: 34, 35 

II. Division II – Historic: 36-39 

 Key Note: Confiscation  Outlook: Assyrian and Babylonian 

A. Events in the Life of Hezekiah: 2 Kings 18-20; 2 Chronicles 29-32 

1. Looking backward – Assyrian: 36, 37 

2. Looking forward – Babylonian: 38, 39 

III. Division III – Messianic: 40-66 

 Key Note Consolation   Outlook: Babylonian 

A. The Deliverance: 40-48 

1. God and the gods 

2. Israel and the heathen compared 

B. The Deliverer – The suffering and glory of Jehovah’s Servant: 49-57 

C. The Delivered – the faithful and unfaithful compared, and their end: 58-66 

 

Key Chapter: 53.  The suffering Savior. 

 

Key Verse: 53:5 – “But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our 

iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are 

healed.” 

 

Key Word: Salvation, found 28 times. 

 

Key Phrase: The Holy One of Israel: 1:4. 

 

Key Thought: Consolation and salvation. 

 

Spiritual Thought: He (Messiah) is coming. 

 

Christ Is Seen As 
 

In no other book in all the Old Testament is Christ revealed in such fullness, in so many 

different offices, with such glory and beauty as He is in the prophecy of Isaiah.  He is 

portrayed as to His mission of the first advent, what He is to the believer, and as to His 

second coming. 

 

1.  As to His mission: first Advent: 

 Branch of the Lord: 4:2 

 Immanuel – God with us: 7:14; 9:6; 40:3 

 The Glory of the Lord: 40:5 

 God’s wise, righteous Servant: 42:1; 52:13; 53:11 

 Light of the Gentiles to liberate: 42:6, 7 
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 The Arm of the Lord: 53:1 

 A Root out of dry ground: 53:2 

 The despised and rejected Messiah: 53:3 

 The Man of sorrows: 53:3 

 The divine Substitute: 53:5 

 The Sin-bearer: 53:6 

 The Offering for my sin: 53:10 

 The Holy One of Israel: 55:5 

 

2.  What He is to the believer: 

 A sanctuary: 8:14 

 Wonderful: 9:6 

 Our Counselor: 9:6 

 Our Mighty God: 9:6 

 Our Everlasting Father: 9:6 

 Our Strength: 12:2 

 Our Song: 12:2 

 Our Salvation: 12:2 

 Strength to the poor and needy: 25:4 

 Our sure Foundation: 28:16 

 Our hiding Place: 32:2 

 Rivers of water in a dry place: 32:2 

 Our Judge: 33:22 

 Our Shepherd: 40:11 

 Our grief and sorrow Bearer: 53:4 

 Our conquering Hero: 53:12 

 Our interceding Priest: 53:12 

 Our Redeemer: 59:20 

 

3.  His Second Advent: 

 The Prince of Peace: 9:6 

 A Crown of Glory: 11:10 

 The righteous King: 32:1; 33:17, 22 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Remedy for Sin: 1:16-20 

a. Wash you, make you clean: vs. 16a. 

b. Put away evil: vs. 16b. 

c. Cease to do evil: vs. 16c. 

d. Learn to do well: vs. 17a. 

e. Seek judgment: vs. 17b. 

f. Relieve the oppressed: vs. 17c. 

g. Judge the fatherless: vs. 17d. 

h. Plead for the widow: vs. 17e. 
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i. Reason with the Lord: vs. 18.  Also 55:1-3 

j. Be willing and obedient to do these things: vs. 19. 

k. Judgment if God’s remedy is not accepted: vs. 20 

 

2.  God’s Mercy Revealed: 1:18 

a. He will forgive – come now 

b. He will forgive all – let us 

c. He condescends to reason – let us reason together 

d. He forgives and transforms – shall be as white as snow 

e. He does it on such easy terms – just come and reason 

 

3.  Christ – the Living Refuge: 32:2 

a. He is a hiding place from the storms and temptations of life: John 16:33; 1 

Corinthians 10:13.  Our life is hid with Him: Colossians 3:3b. 

b. He satisfies as rivers of water in a dry place: Psalm 107:9; John 15:11. 

c. He shelters as a shadow in a weary land: Matthew 11:28-30. 

 

Theological And Ethical Significance 
 

For Isaiah God was “the Holy One of Israel” and “the Creator of the ends of the earth.”  

Such a God demanded moral purity and justice from His people and all nations.  God’s 

people, like other nations, failed to meet His standards of behavior.  The Holy One was 

thus just in punishing their sin by sending them into exile.  God, however, desired to play 

the party of Savior, Redeemer, and Father to those who would turn to Him in repentance.  

Isaiah called Israel to hope in God, the Creator who brought order from chaos and the 

Redeemer who rescued Israel from Egyptian captivity.  Such a God would surely again 

act creatively and receptively in leading His people home to a restored Jerusalem. 

 

Isaiah challenges Christians to hope in God, who is not through with creation.  Old 

Testament Israel only partially realized God’s salvation and peace.  God, who acted to 

save Christians in the past through the Suffering Servant Jesus, will act again to bring 

history to His desired end of a new heaven and a new earth. 

 

Secret Of Isaiah’s Life 
 

This experience of Isaiah’s should be every disciple’s experience.  The secret of all of 

Isaiah’s power lay in this vision in the Temple, “I saw the Lord!” 

 

Conviction – “Woe is me…I am undone” was the cry brought on by the sense of 

sinfulness before God’s holiness (6:5). 

 

Confession – “A man of unclean lips.”  A broken heart and a contrite heart is precious to 

the Lord (6:5). 

 

Cleansing – “Your sin is purged.”  After confession, a flying seraph cleansed his lips 

with a hot coal from off the altar (6:7). 
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Consecration – “Here am I; send me” (6:8). 

 

Commission – “Go”, God’s command (6:9). 

 

 

 

Jeremiah 

The Book Of Horror And Hope 

 

Jeremiah, the writer of this book (1:1-3), means “one whom Jehovah appoints or launches 

forth.”  He has been called the weeping prophet, the prophet of the broken heart, and the 

prophet of the minor strains.  He is the solemn seer of the sixteen prophets.  His sobs and 

lamentations have been broadcast through the centuries.  He was the Job among the 

prophets yet to his lasting glory he reminded the world of Christ (Matthew 16:14).  He 

could weep but was not weak.  He was sensitive but not strengthless.  He was 

compassionate but would not compromise.  He was a little child before God but a lion-

hearted champion of righteousness before men.  Jeremiah was the only man in the Bible 

who was told not to marry (16:2).  His work was two fold in its character: both 

constructive and destructive.  As a result of his bold preaching: 

 

1. He was rejected: 11:18-21 

2. His brethren dealt treacherously with him: 12:2-6 

3. He contended with false prophets face to face: 14:13-16 

4. He suffered persecution: 15:10-18 

5. He was smitten and placed in stocks: 20:1, 2 

6. His life was threatened: 26:8; 36:26 

7. He was imprisoned, charged with treason: 32:2, 3; 37:11-15 

8. Some of his prophecies were burned: 36:22-25 

9. He was placed in a cistern to die: 38:6 

10. He was bound in chains: 40:1 

 

Judging from the treatment he received in preaching the message of God, it is doubtful 

that he had a single convert (11:18-23).  He found the message so heavy that it broke his 

own heart (9:1).  He tried to resign, but “God’s Word was in his heart as a burning fire 

shut up in my bones…and I could not…” (20:9). 

 

After Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem, he was offered a position if he would go to 

Babylon.  He felt he should remain with the remnant not taken into captivity (40:1-6).  

For fear of the Chaldeans, the remnant wanted to go to Egypt.  Jeremiah preached against 

this move, but the remnant left Canaan for Egypt, taking against this move, but the 

remnant left Canaan for Egypt, taking Jeremiah captive with them (42:15-43:7).  

Tradition tells us that the people rebelled against god’s Word and stoned Jeremiah to 

death. 
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Theme:  Like so many of the other writing prophets of the Old Testament Jeremiah 

promised that God would ultimately fulfill His ideal for Israel, but only after a time of 

purifying judgment and exile.  God would not tolerate unfaithfulness among His people.  

Judgment would sweep away covenant violators and pave the way for the establishment 

of a new covenant. 

 

Purpose And Theology 
 

Jeremiah accused Judah of breaking their covenant with the Lord.  He denounced the 

people’s unfaithfulness to God, which was seen most clearly in their idolatry and foreign 

alliances.  The leadership of the nation was particularly corrupt.  The kings neglected to 

ensure justice and even persecuted god’s prophet.  At the same time, false prophets 

promised deliverance and prosperity. 

 

Jeremiah warned the people not to listen to these lying prophets.  The Lord was about to 

punish Judah for its breach of covenant by bringing upon the nation the curses Moses 

threatened (see Deuteronomy 27-28).  Famine and the sword would destroy multitudes, 

while many others would go into exile.  Jeremiah’s warnings of certain doom were 

fulfilled in 586 B.C., when Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, and event described in the 

book’s later chapters. 

 

Though much of the book is devoted to the themes of sin and judgment, Jeremiah did see 

a light at the end of the tunnel.  God would someday judge Judah’s enemies, including 

the mighty Babylonians.  He would restore His exiled people and make a new covenant 

with them, enabling them to willingly obey His commandments.  The Lord would also 

restore the Davidic throne and raise up an ideal king who would ensure peace and justice 

in the land. 

 

Period of His Prophecy: 1:2, 3. From the reformation under Josiah (2 Chronicles 34:3) 

until the subjugation unto Babylon (52:12; 2 Kings 25:3, 4).  This period was ca. 626-580 

B.C.  Jeremiah was contemporary with Ezekiel, Daniel, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Nahum 

and Obadiah.  He was the ninth prophet. 

 

His ministry was confined to the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

 

Purpose: To teach us how sin, unconfessed and unjudged, will bring full judgment from 

God in order that His people may be restored.  Judgment always precedes blessing. 

 

Outline 
 

I. The Call of Jeremiah: 1 

II. Rebukes, warnings, promises to the Jews: 2-20 

III. Denunciation of rulers, false shepherds, and prophets: 21-23 

IV. Predictions of divine judgments, the overthrow of Jerusalem; Seventy weeks 

captivity: 24-29 

V. Promises of restorations of the Jews: 30-33 
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VI. Prophecies occasioned by the sins of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah: 34-39 

VII. Wretched condition of remnant left in Judah, and prophecies uttered to them: 40-

44 

VIII. Consolation to Baruch: 45 

IX. Prophecies concerning hostile nations: 46-51 

 

Key Chapter: 2.  Plea for Israel to return to God. 

 

Key Verse: 2:19 – Your own wickedness will correct you, and your backslidings will 

rebuke you.  Know therefore and see that it is an evil and bitter thing that you have 

forsaken the LORD your God, and the fear of Me is not in you, says the Lord God of 

hosts.” 

 

Key Words: 1. Backsliding, found 13 times. 

           2. Return, found 47 times. 

 

Key Phrase: Go and cry: 2:2 

 

Key Thought: Denunciation and wickedness. 

 

Spiritual Thoughts: 
1. Get ready with cleansing: 13:27. 

2. If a man thinketh he stand, take heed lest he fall: 1 Corinthians 10:12. 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  Causes for backsliding: 8:5-9 

a. Holding fast to deceit: vs. 5b; 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12 

b. Speaking not aright: vs. 6a; 1 Timothy 4:2 

c. Nor repenting: vs. 6b 

d. Going one’s own way: vs. 6c 

e. Ignorant of the times: vs. 7a 

f. Ignoring the judgments of the Lord: vs. 7b 

g. Having vain confidence: vs. 8, 9 

h. Being ashamed of the Lord: vs. 9a 

i. Rejecting the Word of the Lord: vs. 9b. 

 

2.  Procrastination: 8:20 

a. Today is the day of salvation: 2 Corinthians 6:2 

b. The present is the best time to remember God: Ecclesiastes 12:1 

c. There is no assurance for tomorrow: Proverbs 27:1; James 4:14 

d. Tomorrow is too late: Hebrews 9:27 

 

3.  An Object Lesson – The Potter’s Vessel: 18:1-6 
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a. The clay is the “house of Israel,” v. 6, dug out of Egypt and brought into Canaan.  

The Potter (God) seeks to fashion a people like unto Himself – new creatures in 

Christ Jesus: Deuteronomy 14:2; Romans 8:29; 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

b. The wheels, v. 3, are the promises, purposes, and providences of god, all working 

together to mold and shape us for His glory and good pleasure: Romans 8:28; 

Ephesians 1:9-12. 

c. The vessel – our lives in His hands: Romans 12:1, 2; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 

Corinthians 4:7; 2 Timothy 2:2. 

 

4.  The “I Wills” of God: 32:37-41 

a. I will gather them out – Deliverance: v. 37a with Ephesians 2:5, 6 

b. I will bring them back – Security: v. 37b with Romans 8:38, 39 

c. I will be their God – Assurance: v. 38b with 1 John 3:1, 2 

d. I will give them one heart – Identity: v. 39 with Philippians 1:21a 

e. I will make an everlasting covenant with them – Contentment: v. 40a with 

Philippians 4:10-19 

f. I will put my fear in their hearts – Devotion: v. 40b 

g. I will rejoice over them – Praise: v. 41b with Philippians 4:4 

h. I will plant them – Stability: v. 41b with 1 Corinthians 16:13 

 

Theological Significance 
 

Jeremiah shows prophecy in full flesh and blood.  He wanted to identify with his people 

and live a normal life.  Instead he had to preach against his people and confront other 

prophets and then ask God, “Why?”  Through the prophet’s humanity, God spoke to 

Judah and the nations during Israel’s greatest crisis.  God showed that obedience justice, 

and piety pleased Him and ensured the nation’s future. 

 

Jeremiah affirmed that God’s ultimate plan was to bless His people (29:11).  God’s plans, 

however, are conditional on human response (18:7-10).  Persistent rebellion can bring 

punishment when God promised blessing.  Repentance can avert disaster when God had 

promised judgment. 
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Lamentations 

The Book Of Tears 

 

Though it does not identify its author, tradition has ascribed the Book of Lamentations to 

Jeremiah.  The author of the book, like the prophet, was an eyewitness of Jerusalem’s fall 

and displayed great emotion in his prayers to God.  The book was written between the 

destruction of the city in 586 B.C. and the rebuilding of the temple 70 years later. 

 

Purpose And Theology 
 

The author clearly acknowledged the truth of what the pre-exilic prophets had preached – 

Judah’s sin led to its downfall and to the tragic destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  

However, in the midst of this calamity the author acknowledged the Lord’s faithfulness 

and compassion and appealed to these divine attributes.  He longed for the day when God 

would restore His favor and take vengeance on the nations who had tormented them. 

 

Lamentations has 5 chapters, 154 verses, and 3,415 words. 

 

Subject: Jehovah’s love and sorrow for the people of Israel, whom He is chastening.  

This sorrow is wrought by the Spirit in the heart of Jeremiah. 

 

Purpose:  To teach us how to have fellowship with Him in His sufferings (Romans 8:18; 

Philippians 3:10). 

 

Outline 
 

I. Ruin and Misery in Jerusalem: 1 

II. Cause of Jerusalem’s Overthrow: 2 

III. Jeremiah’s Grief over Jerusalem’s Affliction: 3 

IV. Israel’s Former Glory Contrasted with Present Misery: 4 

V. Appeal to God and Prayer for Mercy: 5 

 

Key Chapter: 3, Jeremiah sharing Israel’s affliction. 

 

Key Verse: 1:1 – “How lonely sits the city that was full of people!  Who was great 

among the nations!  The princess among the provinces has become a slave!” 

 

Key Word: Tears. 

 

Key Phrase: Mourning and lamentations: 2:5. 

 

Key Thought: Affliction, found 9 times. 

 

Spiritual Thoughts: 
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1. Repent…that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall 

come from the presence of the Lord: 3:25; Acts 3:19. 

2. The Lord’s mercies, compassions, and faithfulness: 3:22, 23. 

3. The Lord will not cast off forever: 3:31. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Advice to Backsliders: 3:40 

a. Respond to the invitation – let us 

b. Examine self – search and try our ways 

c. Repent – turn…turn to the Lord 

 

2.  You have Redeemed my Life: 3:58 

a. From the curse of the law: Galatians 3:10 

b. By the blood of Jesus: 1 Peter 1:18, 19 

c. To serve Him: Titus 2:14 

d. To look for His return: Hebrews 9:28 

 

Theological And Ethical Significance 
 

Lamentations says that there is no place like home, especially when it is gone.  It shows 

the honest face of prayer in the midst of tragedy.  It frees God’s people to question and 

still experience His presence.  It shows that the road to hope is paved with honesty and 

questioning, mixed with praise.  Faith grows in the midst of crisis when God’s people 

take their troubles to Him. 
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Ezekiel 

The Book Of Glory Lost And Regained 

 

Ezekiel, the writer of this book (1:1-3), means “God strengthens me”: (2:5; 3:7, 8). He 

was the son of a priest – a parabolic prophet, and actor prophet.  His ministry was 

calculated to impress children, yet this book is one of the most difficult ones of the Bible 

to understand.  He was addressed by God as “son of man” (2:1).  This expression was 

used of him 90 times; it was used of Christ 80 times.  This expression was used to show 

him his own weakness and his need to depend upon God for strength and success.  He 

was a powerful preacher.  His favorite expression was “the hand of the Lord was upon 

me,” showing how strongly he felt the need to go forth and preach God’s message.  

Isaiah was the statesman prophet of faith, Jeremiah the martyr prophet of love, and 

Ezekiel the exile prophet of hope.  Isaiah’s prophecies exalt the Son; Jeremiah, the 

Father; and Ezekiel, the Holy Spirit.  He was married, and his wife died in captivity 

(24:15-18).  During captivity he resided northeast of Babylon at Tel-abib with other 

captives by the river Chebar, a canal branching off from the Euphrates.  He lived about 

40 miles from Fara, the traditional home of Noah.  He also lived about 100 miles from 

the site of the Garden of Eden, which could explain his use of Noah’s name and the 

Garden of Eden (14:14, 20; 28:13). 

 

Period of His Prophecy: Ezekiel’s prophetic utterances commenced 7 years before the 

destruction of Jerusalem and concluded about 15 years after its destruction, yet it should 

be distinctly noted that during his whole ministry Ezekiel was an exile in Babylon.  It 

covers a period of about 22 years (592-570 B.C.).  He was contemporary with Jeremiah, 

Daniel, probably Habakkuk and Obadiah (?), and was the twelfth prophet. 

 

Theme: Ezekiel warned his fellow exiles against any wishful thoughts that Jerusalem 

might be spared.  As portrayed in Ezekiel’s visions, the glory of the Lord had departed 

from the city, leaving it vulnerable to destruction.  Judah would pay for its rebellion 

against the Lord.  However, the Lord would eventually restore His people to the land and 

reestablish pure worship in a new temple. 

 

People Of His Prophecy: His ministry was confined to those of the southern Kingdom 

of Judah during the early years of captivity.  They were mainly the older group, still 

hardened by their rebellion against God and the prophets. 

 

The Contents can be summed up in three outstanding events: 

 

1. The departure of the glory of the Lord from the Temple: 10:16-18; 11:23. 

2. The fall of Jerusalem: 33:21. 

3. The return of the Shekinah glory prophesied: 44:4. 

 

Ezekiel has 48 chapters, 1,273 verses, and 39,407 words. 
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Purpose and Theology:  Like many prophets who preceded him, Ezekiel denounced 

God’s people for their sins and warned that judgment was imminent.  As a priest Ezekiel 

was particularly interested in the temple.  In a vision he saw the glory of God leaving the 

polluted temple and abandoning the defiled city.  Through speeches, symbolic acts, and 

parables Ezekiel prophesied the fall of the city to the Babylonians and the exile of its 

people. 

 

God’s judgment would not be limited to His people.  He would also punish the hostile 

surrounding nations, especially proud Tyre and Egypt. 

 

Though God’s people were scattered in exile, He had not abandoned them.  He would 

miraculously restore them to their land, reunite Israel and Judah under an ideal Davidic 

ruler, establish a new covenant of peace with them, and annihilate once and for all their 

enemies.  Ezekiel’s prophecy ends with an idealized vision of a new and purified temple, 

out of which flows a life-giving river. 

 

Subject:  The vision of the glory of the Lord departing from the Temple at the time of 

captivity and the return of His “Shekinah Glory” to His house in the millennium. 

 

Purpose:  To encourage and strengthen our hearts in the time of sorrow and trial by the 

revelation of the glory that is yet to be ours with Him in His kingdom. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Ezekiel’s Call: 1-3:15 

II. Carrying out his Commission: 3:16-7:27 

III. Rejection of the People: 8-11 

A. Idolatrous worship: 8:5-18 

B. God’s glory departs from the Temple: 10:18 

IV. Their Sins Rebuked: 12-19 

V. Nature of Judgment and their Guilt: 20-24 

VI. Judgment upon Seven Heathen Nations: 25-32 

VII. Destruction of Jerusalem: 33-39 

A. New life to be bestowed: 33-39 

B. New order to be established: 40-48 

C. God’s glory returns: 44:4 

 

Key Chapter:  37, The “Dry Bone” chapter. 

 

Key Verse:  1:1 – “Now it came to pass in the thirteenth year, in the fourth month, on the 

fifth day of the month, as I was among the captives by the River Chebar, that the heavens 

were opened and I saw visions of God.” 

 

Key Word:  Vision.  See Proverbs 29:18a. 
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Key Phrase:  “And you shall know that I am the LORD”: 6:7.  This phrase occurs over 

60 times. 

 

Key Thought:  The glory of the Lord: 1:28; 10:4, 18; 43:2. 

 

Spiritual Thought:  I will restore the sanctuary. 

 

Names and Titles of God:  Jehovah-shammah – Jehovah is there, ever present: 48:35. 

 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  When God Saves: 16:6-14 

a. He makes alive – Live: vs. 6 

b. He cleanses – washes us thoroughly: vs. 9a 

c. He clothes – covers our nakedness: vs. 8a, 11 

d. He claims – You became mine: vs. 8b 

e. He anoints – with fine oil: vs. 9b 

f. He crowns – a jewel on your forehead: vs. 12 

g. He uses in service – the renown went among the heathen: vs. 14 

 

2.  Israel’s Threefold Sin: 16:49 

a. Pride – which leads to rebellion against God ends in a fall. 

b. Fullness of bread – self-satisfaction; lack of spiritual values. 

c. Abundance of idleness – the devil’s workshop; anything goes. 

 

3.  A Man in the Gap: 22:30.  Just as Christ is the mediator between man and God (1 

Timothy 2:5), so redeemed man is the “gap” between the lost and Christ.  With Christ in 

heaven and the Holy Spirit in the believer, the believer is the only person on earth to 

represent God before others.  This is our responsibility – our calling as “ambassadors of 

Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:20).  But, alas, too few respond to their calling.  With the 

Psalmist the world cries, “Look on my right hand and see, for there is no one who 

acknowledges me; No one cares for my soul” (142:4).  With Ezekiel we must be the 

man/woman that would now stand in the “gap.” 

 

3.  As a watchman, we will: 

a. Obey like Abraham: Genesis 12:1-4 

b. Trust like Isaac: Genesis 22:6-14 

c. Serve like Isaiah: Isaiah 6:8 

d. Stand like Elijah: 1 Kings 18:17-22 

e. Be bold like Peter and John: Acts 4:13 

f. Walk like Enoch: Genesis 5:22 

g. Flee temptation like Joseph: Genesis 39:12 

h. Work like Noah: Genesis 6:12-22 

i. Testify like Paul: Acts 26:1-29 

j. Be convincing like Elisha: 2 Kings 6:15-17 
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k. Suffer like Moses: Hebrews 11:23-25 

l. Be yielded like Stephen: Acts 7:55-60 

 

4.  Changing a Heart: 36:25-32 

A. The condition – a stony heart: vs. 26 

a) Hard, unyielding 

b) Cold, past feeling 

c) Dead in trespasses and in sin 

B. The change – a new heart: vs. 26 

a) A living heart – dead to sin but alive to God 

b) A receptive heart – to be Christlike 

c) A hungry heart – to be filled with things spiritual 

C. The evidence of a new heart: 

a) Possession of the Spirit: vs. 27a 

b) Walking in His statutes: vs. 27b 

c) Resting in His promises: vss. 29-32 

 

5.  Waters to swim in: 47:1-12.  This mystical river is like God’s salvation for the sinner 

and his growth in grace and knowledge of his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  The river 

came out and down from the house (Temple) at the side of the altar, just like Christ came 

down from His Father to be placed on the altar (Cross). The purpose of this river was to: 

a. Heal: vs. 8 

b. Revive: vs. 9 

c. Bring forth fruit: vs. 12 

 

“Waters to swim in” is a picture of the believer’s growth.  God’s river of healing and 

blessing is to be entered: 

a. Ankle deep: vs. 3.  This represents a definite act of stepping into the current of 

God’s divine will. 

b. Knee deep: vs. 3.  This represents prayer life. 

c. Loin deep: vs. 4b.  This represents study of the Word of God—“loins girt about 

with truth” (Ephesians 6:14). 

d. Swimming: vs. 5.  The Christian is now fully supported by the water, having “put 

off the old man, putting on Christ Jesus, and making not provision for the flesh” 

(Romans 13:14).  The closer one stays to the shore, the more of self is seen.  The 

farther one goes into the river, the less is seen of self and the more is seen of 

God’s river of salvation.  “I must decrease, He must increase.” 

 

Theological And Ethical Significance 
 

Ezekiel was the priestly prophet of judgment and hope.  His message to the exiles in 

Babylon still speaks to hurting, broken people in need of a God-given second chance.  

Jerusalem’s destruction and its people’s deportation to Babylon caused some to question 

God’s ability to save and His commitment to His covenants.  Ezekiel interpreted these 

events in light of God’s character. 
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Ezekiel’s strange, opening vision pictures God as without equal, perfect in holiness and 

power.  Such a God would not abide with unrepentant people.  Jerusalem fell not because 

God was unable to save it but because God abandoned His people to their chosen fate. 

 

But judgment was only part of Ezekiel’s picture of God.  Even in exile, far from home, 

God was accessible to the prophet.  God’s faithfulness was Ezekiel’s hope.  God is the 

caring Shepherd of His people (Ezekiel 34).  God is the only hope for new life for the 

dead bones of the nation Israel (Ezekiel 37). 

 

Christians can learn responsibility from Ezekiel.  Like Ezekiel believers are to empathize 

with the hurt of those around them (3:15).  Like Ezekiel Christians are “watchmen,” 

responsible for warning neighbors of sin’s consequences (3:16-21).  Ezekiel 34 warns 

believers not to seek their own interests at others’ expense.  Rather Christians are to 

model God’s love and care in their actions.  Believers are to share the good news that 

God is still the Giver of new life and second chances to those who turn to Him in 

repentance and faith. 
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Daniel 

The Book Of Loyalty And Light 

 

Daniel means “God is my judge.”  He is the political prophet, the seer of world 

government, the father of Gentile history.  He is the prophet of dreams and visions – he 

sets dates and events in advance.  He is the prophet of the “time of the Gentiles.” 

 

The first part of Daniel is written in Aramaic, the language of the Gentiles of that day 

(2:4-7:28).  The latter part is written in Hebrew.  In the former Daniel is spoken of in the 

third person; in the latter he is spoken of in the first person. 

 

Period of His Prophecy: Daniel was in the first group of captives taken to Babylon – “In 

the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim, king of Judah”: (1:1-6).  His period of prophecy 

was ca. 605-530 B.C., from King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon to Kings Cyrus and Darius 

of the Medes and Persians.  Daniel was a contemporary of Ezekiel and Nehemiah, and of 

Joshua and Zerubbabel of the remnant.  He was the eleventh prophet. 

 

Theme: Daniel portrays God as the sovereign Ruler of the universe, who controls the 

destinies of both pagan empires and His exiled people.  He revealed His mighty power to 

the Kings of Babylon and Persia, forcing them to acknowledge His supremacy.  He 

revealed to Daniel His future plans to restore His people Israel once the times of the 

Gentiles had run their course. 

 

In Daniel the sovereignty of God is seen over the affairs of man of all ages.  The pagan 

King’s confessions of this fact is seen in 2:47; 4:37; and 6:26.  Daniel has 12 chapters, 

357 verses, and 11,606 words. 

 

Purpose And Theology 
 

The God of Daniel is the sovereign Ruler of the world, who raises up and brings down 

rulers and determines long beforehand the future of nations.  He rewards the faithfulness 

of His devoted servants and protects them, even when they are far from their homeland.  

His sovereignty is especially apparent in His dealings with Nebuchadnezzar.  To him God 

revealed future history, demonstrated His power to deliver His own, and gave a vivid 

lesson the dangers of pride.  Nebuchadnezzar was forced to acknowledge the sovereignty 

of Daniels’s God.  The Lord also displayed His sovereignty to subsequent rulers.  He 

announced in dramatic fashion Belshazzar’s downfall for his arrogance and lack of 

respect for the temple vessels.  He demonstrated to Darius His power to deliver His 

faithful servants from even the worst crises. 

 

Through Daniel’s visions the Lord demonstrates His sovereignty over history.  Human 

empires rise and fall, but the Lord ultimately shatters Gentile opposition to His program 

and establishes His kingdom on earth. 
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Daniel was in the palace at Babylon the same time that Ezekiel was toiling in a slave 

gang.  If Daniel’s was the easier life in many of its material aspects, it may also be 

considered by far the more perilous. 

 

Ezekiel’s work during these dreary exile years was to proclaim to his people God’s truth 

and to explain the real meaning of the miseries that had befallen them.  Daniel’s task was 

to share in the actual government of Babylon. 

 

Daniel has been called the prophet of dreams.  God revealed to him His secrets.  “Then 

was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision” (2:19).  Daniel, like Ezekiel, looks 

far into the future.  He is quoted most in Revelation.  One cannot understand the great 

signs of Revelation without looking at their meaning in Daniel. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Historical: 1-6 

A. Heathen Customs Judged: 1 

B. Heathen Philosophy Judged: 2 

C. Heathen Pride Judged: 3, 4 

D. Heathen Piety Judged: 5 

E. Heathen Persecution Judged: 6 

II. Prophetical: 7-12 

A. Nations of the World Judged: 

1. Vision of the Beast: 7 

2. Vision of the Ram and Goat: 8 

3. Vision of the 70 weeks: 9 

4. Visions of the Lord: 10 

5. Further Prophecies: 11:1-12:3 

6. Closing Words: 12:4-13 

 

Key Chapter: 2, Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation. 

 

Key Verse: 2:44 – “And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 

people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 

forever.” 

 

7:14 – “Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, 

nations, and languages should serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion, 

which shall not pass away, and Hid kingdom the one which shall not be destroyed.” 

 

Key Word: Kingdom, found 57 times. 

 

Key Phrase: In the latter days: 2:28. 
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Key Thought: The most High rules in the kingdom of men: 4:25; Romans 13:1.  

Throughout this book the “God of heaven” (2:44) often revealed Himself as the “God of 

gods” (2:47), able to do the impossible, such as: 

 

1.  Daniel’s interpretation of the king’s forgotten dream when his gods failed his own 

wise men: 2. 

2.  Deliverance of the three Hebrew children from the fiery furnace when the gods of the 

image failed to destroy them: 3. 

3.  The gods of Nebuchadnezzar failing to help him when this proud king was forced by 

God to eat grass like an animal: 4:28-33. 

4.  Deliverance of Daniel by God’s angel from the lion’s den when man’s law failed: 

chapter 6. 

 

Spiritual Thought: He will bring in the kingdom. 

 

This book is packed with heart-touching devotional passages for the personal Christian 

life: 

 The surrendered life – 1:1-21 

 Light amidst darkness – 2:20-22 

 Triumph through trial – 3:17-25 

 The reward of service – 5:17 

 Prayer and confidence in God – 6:10-24 

 Confession of sin – 9:3-19 

 The wisdom of soul winning – 12:3 

 

Unlike the other prophets, Daniel deals more fully with the Gentile nations than with his 

own Jewish nation.  The other prophets only mention the Gentiles as incidental to 

something concerning Israel.  But Daniel gives us the history of the Gentile powers from 

Babylon to the end. 

 

We must mention something about the Miracles in Daniel: 

 

1.  Daniel’s interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s forgotten dream—to reveal that Daniel’s 

God is Omniscient: 2:1-47. 

 

2.  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego saved in the fiery furnace – to attest to God’s 

power and providence: 3:19-28. 

 

3.  Nebuchadnezzar eating like the beasts of the field – to humble a proud king and reveal 

that Israel’s God is Lord over all kingdoms: 4:24-28; 2:21. 

 

4.  The “handwriting on the wall” during Belshazzar’s great feast – to show that all men 

are accountable to God and will be judged by Him for their sins: chapter 5. 

 

5.  Daniel saved from the lion’s den – to reward God’s servant fro his faithfulness: 

chapter 6.  Darius is the Persian king who had Daniel put in the lions den. 
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Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Man versus God— 

a. Contest #1 – the palace diet: 1:3-21.  King’s meat and wine verses God’s health 

food. 

 Results: Temperance wins, Daniel’s plan accepted: vss. 15-21. 

b. Contest #2 – interpreting the king’s dream: chapter 2.  The king’s magicians 

versus God’s wise men. 

 Result: God’s wisdom wins – Daniel promoted: vss. 46-49. 

c. Contest #3 – the image of gold: 3:1 – 4:3.  Obedience to the king versus 

faithfulness to God. 

 Result: Faithfulness to God wins – God exalted: 3:26-4:3. 

d. Contest #4 – Nebuchadnezzar’s pride: chapter 4.  A mighty king versus a 

sovereign God. 

 Result: Humility wins – God honored: vss. 34-37. 

e. Contest #5 – Belshazzar’s feast: chapter 5.  Worldly pleasure versus God’s 

standard. 

 Result: Truth wins – Belshazzar judged: vss. 28-31. 

f. Contest #6 – the plot against Daniel: chapter 6.  Man’s law and the lions versus 

God’s providence. 

 Result: Providence wins – God is feared: vss. 23-28. 

 

2.  Godly youth versus paganism: chapter 3.  The testimony of these 3 Hebrew boys 

seemed to be: “Let no man despise your youth, but be an example…” (1 Timothy 4:12).  

And an example they were! 

a. Image set up (v. 1) just like the world is setting up images for our youth today.  

Made of the best – gold to attract – just like idols today, attractive and sexy.  

Commercial ads never show the finished products. 

b. Invitation simple – come to the dedication of the image (vs. 2, 3).  Youth today 

receive invitations to and for innocent looking things. 

c. Majority responded, just like the world today responds to and indulges in 

fashionable idolatry. 

d. Invitation became a “demand” for all to worship the image (vs. 4-6). When there 

is response to an “innocent” invitation one soon becomes involved in its demands. 

e. Demands become commands (v. 6) – a bowing to the “accepted” thing. 

f. The world picks on those who refuse to go along with the crowd (vs. 8-12).  It 

angers them (v. 13).  Often parents get angry with children who confess faith in 

Christ. 

g. World never lets up – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego given another chance 

(vs. 14, 15). 

h. A stand for God is taken – trusting in God for deliverance (vs. 16, 17).  They 

could have argued among themselves: 

 Everybody is doing it 

 Nobody will see us in the crowd 

 Only asking us to do it this once 
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 Why not compromise – not bow down all the way 

 Our parents will never know 

i. Didn’t say that, but did say “our God is able…we will not serve your gods” (vs. 

17, 18). 

j. Nebuchadnezzar full of fury at their stand (v. 19).  Natural reaction of the world.  

Believers are not called upon to be popular.  World hated Christ; will hate His 

own (John 17:14). 

k. World seeks to crush those who live godly (vs. 20-23). 

l. God is ever present in any circumstance or trial when He is honored (vs. vs. 24, 

25; 1 Corinthians 10:13). 

m. A true stand for God results in: 

 God being recognized as true and living God (v. 25) 

 God’s power made available 

 Recognition that godly have something the world doesn’t 

 That others may mock us to our faces, but admire us behind our backs 

 When circumstances are such that one is helpless, God’s strength is made 

perfect in our weakness 

 If God be for us, who can be against us (Romans 8:31) 

 

3.  Three Grand Men – Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. 

a. They wouldn’t bow: 3:12 

b. They wouldn’t budge: 3:16 

c. They wouldn’t burn: 3:27 

 

4.  Lessons from Belshazzar: 

a. God speaks when men least expect it: v. 5 

b. God speaks when men least desire it: vs. 1-4 

c. God speaks without warning: v. 5 

d. When God peaks, hearts and minds are troubled: v. 6 

e. Men in sin come short of God’s glory: v. 27 

f. The wages of sin is death: vs. 30 

 

5.  Daniel, a Man of Prayer: 6:10, 11 

a. Habitual – as he did aforetime 

b. Systematic – three times a day 

c. Secret – he went to his chamber (Matthew 6:6) 

d. Earnest – set my face…to seek by prayer: 9:3a 

e. Self-denial – with fasting: 9:3c 

f. Humble – with sackcloth and ashes: 9:3c 

g. Reverential – he knelt upon his knees 

h. Made confession – my sins: 9:20 

i. Believing – his windows opened toward Jerusalem 

j. Grateful – gave thanks before His God 

k. Courageous – in spite of the king’s decree 

l. God glorifying – for His sake: 9:17-19 
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6.  The Soul-winner’s Promise: 12:3 – “Those who are wise shall shine like the 

brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteousness like the stars 

forever and ever.” 

 

Consider this: when Daniel was threatened by those who sought his life, he could look up 

with a smile of real confidence to his God, knowing full well that his life was in His 

hands.  Has this book taught us this rich spiritual truth?  When the world begins to ask 

questions when they see us in difficulties, we can with calm assurance look up to God 

with His peace flooding our souls.  When the king was forced by an irrevocable decree to 

thrust him in the lion’s den, he knew his God would take care of him.  The king, 

frightened with the knowledge that his own gods were helpless, asked Daniel: Is you God 

able to deliver you” – 6:20. 

 

This was the question of a heathen monarch put to a servant of the most High God.  He 

did not seem to question but what He would deliver him if He could.  But Daniel’s God 

both could and did!  Listen, this question may be very often put to us, not only to 

encourage, but to reprove us.  Let our trouble, trial, or difficulty be what it may, the 

question meets us, “Is your God able to deliver you?”  If so, why do you droop, doubt, or 

despond?  Has He promised to deliver us?  He has!  Then your fears must be sinful, since 

they indicate unbelief and distrust.  Until we come into some trial from which God will 

not deliver, or into some state to which the promise does not reach, we ought not to fear 

but rather encourage a cheerful hope.  Let us then endeavor, under our sorest trials, to 

remember this great truth – our God is able to deliver us.  He has given us His Word that 

He will.  It is impossible for Him to lie or change His mind.  He has delivered thousands 

out of similar difficulties before; therefore, we should trust Him now and not be afraid.  

God can deliver.  If you see Him now. He will be found of you. 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

Daniel stresses God’s sovereignty over world history.  History unfolds as part of God’s 

plans and is moving toward God’s predetermined goals.  Earthly despots wield their cruel 

power for only a short time.  God is in control and has set an end to the time His people 

have to suffer.  God’s goals for human history include the deliverance of His people from 

oppression, the resurrection, judgment, and the establishment of His everlasting kingdom.  

Daniel thus calls God’s people of every time to perseverance and hope.  Like Daniel and 

his friends, today’s believers are tempted to compromise their values and worship that 

which is not God.  Daniel calls Christians to live out their faith in a hostile world 

whatever the cost. 
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The Minor Prophets 

 

The Hebrew Bible from which our English versions are translated treats the Minor 

Prophets as a single book.  Called “The Book of the Twelve Prophets,” the Hebrew book 

has the prophets in the same order that we use.  Together the Minor Prophets work to 

present a single message reaffirming God’s love and plans for Israel beyond His 

judgment on their sin. 

 

We are so familiar with the names of the prophets to which these books are attributed that 

we easily forget that most of them are not mentioned anywhere else.  Exceptions are 

Micah (Jeremiah 26:18), Jonah (2 Dings 14:25), and Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1; 

6:14).  We know little about most of the Minor Prophets and still less about how this 

information helps to understand their books. 

 

The Minor Prophets do not follow a strict chronological order.  There is a rough 

chronological outline carried through from Hosea, Amos, and Micah (about 750-701 

B.C.), to Zephaniah, Nahum, and Habakkuk (about 628 – 605 B.C.), to Haggai and 

Zechariah chapters 1-8 (520-515 B.C.), and finally to Malachi (about 500 – 450 B.C.).  

The chronological position of the other books is vague. 

 

Parts of the Minor Prophets follow a thematic outline rather than a strict chronological 

order.  The six small books relate three themes in reverse order: 

 

1. Joel: Day of the Lord 

2. Obadiah: Edom (who was at Jerusalem’s fall in 587 B.C.) 

3. Jonah: Nineveh 

3. Nahum: Nineveh 

2. Habakkuk: Babylon (who was at Jerusalem’s fall in 587 B.C.) 

1. Zephaniah: The Day of The Lord 

 

These seem to be arranged in an order that has little to do with chronology.  Instead, they 

deal with issues related to God’s judgment over Israel and the nations.  They seem to be 

particularly related to the terrible happenings at the fall of Jerusalem in 587 (Obadiah and 

Habakkuk) or to the long rule and fall of Nineveh (Jonah and Zephaniah). 

 

The Books of the twelve Minor Prophets interpret the previous three and a half centuries 

(about 750 – 430 B.C.) from a viewpoint of God’s sovereignty over history.  Specifically 

this includes His covenant people, the nations of Canaan, the Mesopotamian nations, and 

Egypt. 

 

The central issue was whether the Lord still loved Israel and had a purpose for it after all 

the terrible times that has passed.  Its history is reviewed in terms of the blessings and the 

cursed prescribed in the covenant statements in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28-30.  

But the stress is on God’s continued love for His people even after the necessary 

judgments. 
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The Books of the twelve Minor Prophets, along with the other prophetic books, were 

written to help their readers or hearers believe their own times to be ones God had willed 

to be and brought to pass.  Knowing this they could as, “What does God want us to do in 

this time?” and do it.  They had to know that they were surely loved by God.  They were 

privileged heirs of God’s great victories.  They were responsible to the love of God which 

spared and restored them.  They were still the elect people of God, beloved and blessed, 

to be guided by His written Word (Torah) and by His presence among them, witnessed by 

inspired preaching like Elijah’s. 

 

Taken as a whole, the Books of the twelve Minor Prophets spoke to a people who 

questioned God’s love for them.  They were priests who failed to sense the gravity of 

their service.  They were persons who chose to ignore the law and the provisions of 

covenant.  For them the Book of the Twelve reviewed three and a half centuries of God’s 

relation to Israel’s bitter history. 

 

Both Jews and Christians have recognized that the Books of the twelve Minor Prophets 

affirm the life-style God wants for them.  It was not necessary for the Jews returning 

fr0om the exile to recreate the situations of the twelve tribes in Canaan like that in the 

Book of Joshua or that of the United Kingdom under David.  God affirmed their status of 

being a people dispersed through the known world, offering worship to Him wherever 

they were.  He called them to be unified tin their commitment to Him in worship, through 

their use of a common Scripture, and in looking to Jerusalem’s temple. 

 

The Minor Prophets helped the Jews returning from and remaining in exile to come to 

terms with their turbulent past.  They had lost their country, their king, their temple; they 

were threatened with the loss of their very identity.  It helped them see God’s consistent 

love and purpose, still alive and valid for them.  They were invited to view that way of 

fulfilling His original purpose for Abraham and Jacob. 

 

It also teaches that the problems of apostasy and rebellion continue.  Not all Jews make it 

into God’s kingdom.  But the door is open to them and all others who would join them in 

seeking God and turning to Him.  It teaches that the guide to God’s way is in the 

Scriptures, both the Law and the Prophets. 
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Hosea 

The Backslider’s Book 

 

Hosea serves as the introduction to the Minor Prophets (The Book of the Twelve).  As 

such Hosea introduces the central question of the Minor Prophets – whether the Lord still 

loved Israel and had a purpose for them beyond His judgment on their sin.  And Hosea 

provided the answer with his stress on God’s continued love for His people and the 

responsibilities that love placed on them. 

 

Hosea, the writer of this book (1:1, 2), means “salvation.”  The prophet of domestic 

distress, he was the “home missionary,” while Jonah was the “foreign missionary.”  

Hosea was the Jeremiah of the Northern Kingdom – both alike scolded the divided 

kingdom for their backsliding.  Hosea’s experiences were in his home while Jeremiah’s 

were in his nation. 

 

To get Israel to see the error of their ways, God commanded Hosea to take a wife, who 

became unfaithful to him (1:2, 3; 2:5).  His children were a great source of trouble – even 

their names stood for distaste and becam symbols of Hosea’s messages. 

 

1.  Jezreel: 1:4, 5. This name represented God’s punishment upon Ahab and Jezebel for 

their sin against Naboth and symbolized God’s punishment to Israel in Hosea’s day. 

 

2.  Lo-ruhaman: 1:6.  This name means “no more mercy,” which God would not have on 

Israel for her sins. 

 

3.  Lo-ammi: 1:9.  His name meant “no more my people.”  God had to turn from His 

people, who acted more like the devil’s children.  (The prefix “Lo” is dropped from 

Ruhaman and Ammi 2:1, indicating that God would again have mercy on Israel and 

claim her as His own.) 

 

Each experience Hosea had in his home pictured Israel’s experience in spiritual adultery.  

He and his wife portrayed God as the husband (2:20; Isaiah 54:5) and Israel as the 

unchaste wife (2:2).  He illustrated God’s great love for His backslidden people.  His 

circumstances enabled him to speak with “authority” when he reprimanded Israel for her 

sins. 

 

Period of His Prophecy: 1:1.  “In the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 

kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.”  This 

period was ca. 755 – 714 B.C.  He was contemporary with Amos of the Northern 

Kingdom, and Isaiah and Micah of the Southern Kingdom, and lived to see the 

fulfillment of his prophecy in the capture of Israel by Assyria.  He was the fourth prophet. 

 

People of His Prophecy: His ministry was to the Northern Kingdom of Israel, with 

occasional references to the Southern Kingdom. 
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Subject: The apostasy and restoration of Israel. 

 

Purpose: To teach us the unchangeableness of God’s counsels concerning Israel. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Personal – the faithless Wife and the Faithful Husband: 1-3 

A. The Children, or Signs: 1:2-2:1 

B. The Wife, or Backsliding: 2:2-23 

C. The Husband, or Deliverance: chapter 3 

II. National – the Faithless People and their Faithful Lord: 4-14 

A. Transgression of Israel is Prominent – Idolatry and Anarchy: 4-8 

B. Visitation upon Israel is Prominent – Egypt and Assyria: 9:1-11:11 

C. Restoration of Israel in Prominent – Retrospect and Prospect: 11:12-14:9 

 

Key Chapter: 3. God’s undying love. 

 

Key Verses: 13:9, 10 – “O Israel, you are destroyed, but your help is from Me.” 

 

“I will be your King; where is any other, that he may save you in all your cities?  And 

your judges to whom you said, give me a king and princes?” 

 

Key Word: Return, found 15 times. 

 

Key Phrase: Latter days: 3:5 

 

Key Thought: Backsliding 

  

Spiritual Thought: Return, O Israel. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Spiritual Ignorance: 4:6-10.  Israel had been given God’s oracles and as a result knew 

of God’s laws and promises (Romans 3:2; 9:4).  Yet she had failed to heed the Word, 

which resulted in a willful ignorance of it – a “famine of the Word” (Amos 8:11, 12).  To 

be ignorant of the Word is to be: 

a. Ignorant of Messiah—for He is the Word, the Wisdom of God, God’s revealed 

knowledge: John 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:30. 

b. Rejected of God – no fellowship with Him, no blessing from Him: v. 6. 

c. Barren—to have the glory and service and testimony turned to shame: v. 7. 

d. Turned from God with a heart set on iniquity: v. 8. 

e. Fruitless—eating, but not having enough, to have a form of godliness but no 

power of God: v. 19 with 2 Timothy 3:5. 

f. Judged by God: v. 9. 

 

2.  Returning to God—Backsliding Healed: chapter 14 
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a. The Call – our part 

 Return: v. 1 

 Pray: v. 2a 

 Praise: v. 2b 

 Confess: v. 3 

       b.  The Promises – God’s part 

 Will heal: v. 4a 

 Will love: v. 4b 

 Will give peace: v. 4c 

 Will refresh: v. 5a 

 Will cause growth: v. 5b 

 Will cause fruit: vs. 6a, 8 

 Will beautify: vs. 6b; Psalm 149:4 

 Will have fellowship: v. 7a; Psalm 91:1 

 Will revive: v. 7b 

 Will give fragrance: v. 7c 

 Will lead: v. 9; Psalm 23:3 

 

Theological Significance 
 

Nothing can quench God’s love for His people.  Like a marriage partner, God is deeply 

involved in their lives and is pained by their rebellion and unfaithfulness.  God demands 

love and loyalty from His own.  Often God’s people then and now have failed to 

demonstrate wholehearted love for Him.  But God stands ready to forgive and restore 

those who turn to Him in repentance.  In buying Gomer’s freedom, Hosea points ahead to 

God’s love perfectly expressed in Christ, who buys the freedom of His bride, the church, 

with His own life. 

 

Consider this: the father-heart of Hosea was ever pleading with God’s wayward people to 

return, to repent of their backsliding.  Invitation after gracious invitation was given, yet 

when one considers the awfulness of Israel’s sins as listed in this Book, we stand amazed 

at God’s gracious call to return.  But this is just like His great love, and the invitation to 

all who have backslidden is a simple one: “Come and let us return to the LORD…” (6:1). 

 

We have wandered far from Him, in our thoughts, in our desires, and in our pursuits.  We 

have been running after other lovers, and have set up idols in our hearts.  Our conduct has 

been sinful and the effect most injurious to ourselves.  Come then, and let us return unto 

the Lord.  He is willing to receive us.  He will kindly pardon us.  “If we confess our sins, 

He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  

Let us fall at His feet and frankly confess our folly.  Let us endeavor to turn our thoughts, 

desires, and affections back to Him again.  Especially let us seek from Him the Spirit of grace and 

supplication for without His Holy operations there will be no godly sorrow, no hatred for sin, no 

self-abhorrence, no faith in His promise or restoration of the joys of His salvation.  We must 

return or our sin will be aggravated.  We must return or our misery will deepen.  Let us then at 

once, without any delay, return, approach His throne of grace and plead His past mercies, plead 

His glorious name, and plead the Savior’s blood.  Our pleading will not be in vain. 
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Joel 

The Book Of God’s Severity And Goodness 

 

Joel, the writer of this prophecy (1:1), means “Jehovah is My God.”  He is the prophet of 

the rent heart, the prophet of revival, for he saw that genuine repentance lay at the 

foundation of all real revival, and this he labored to produce.  He is the prophet of the 

Pentateuch, inasmuch as 25 references to the books of Moses are found in his prophecy.  

He is also known as the prophet of Pentecost (2:28, 29). 

 

Period of His Prophecy: Joel’s prophecy is undated, but his period of prophecy is 

generally accepted ca. 835 – 796 B.C.  The fact that he mentions priests and elders might 

indicate his ministry was during Joash’s minority (2 Kings 11:21).  Amos, who 

prophesied after Joel, was acquainted with some of his prophecies (3:16 with Amos 1:2; 

3:8). 

 

His ministry was confined to the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

 

Contents: There had been a devastating scourge of locusts in the land which had 

devoured everything and left the people impoverished.  This judgment had befallen Judah 

because of her sins – chastisement by God to cause His people to see their need of 

turning to Him.  This act by God had been prophesied by Moses (Deuteronomy 28:38, 

39).  Not only did Joel use this catastrophe to call Judah to repentance, but used it to 

picture a greater judgment yet to come – armies that would invade their land if they 

continued in sin. 

 

Joel saw a bright side – the day in which God’s Spirit would be poured out on all flesh, 

and the day when Israel’s enemy nations would be brought to the valley of Jehoshaphat 

for judgment.  Joel used local things to teach last things.  There are 3 chapters, 73 verses, 

and 2,034 words in his prophecy. 

 

Subject:  Judgment of the day of the Lord with blessings that follow. 

 

Purpose: To teach us that judgment always precedes blessing. 

 

Outline 
 

I. Historical—Desolation: 1:1-2:17 

A. The Fact of Desolation: 1 

1. The situation: v. 2:12 – locusts relentless 

2. The exhortation: vs. 13, 14 – a call to penitence 

3. The supplication: vs. 15-20 – a cry in prayer 

B. The Cause of Desolation: 2:1-17 

1. The situation: vs. 1-11 – locusts resistless 

2. The exhortation: vs. 12-17a – a call to penitence 

3. The supplication: v. 17b – a cry in prayer 
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II. Prophetical – Deliverance: 2:18-3:21 

A. Promise of Present blessing: 2:18-27 

1. Restoration of Judah: 2:18, 19, 28-3:1 

2. Visitation of Enemies: 2:20; 3:2-17 

3. Fertilization of the Land: 2:21; 3:18-21 

 

Key Chapter: 2 – The day of the Lord. 

 

Key Verses: 2:12-14, 32 – “(12) Now, therefore, says the LORD, turn to Me with all your 

heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.  (13) So rend your heart, and not 

your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and of great kindness; and He relents from doing harm.  (14)Who know if He will 

turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him – a grain offering and a drink offering 

for the LORD your God?...(32) And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of 

the LORD shall be saved.  For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be 

deliverance, as the LORD has said, among the remnant who the LORD calls.” 

 

Key Word: Repent. 

 

Key Phrase: The day of the Lord: 1:15; 2:1, 2, 10, 30, 31; 3:14-16. 

 

Key Thought: Turn to Me: 2:12. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Sound the alarm. 

 

Miracles or Unusual Events: The plagues of locusts – to show Israel that a life of sin 

will strip and rob one of God’s blessings: 1:4. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

The Severity and Goodness of God (Romans 11:22): 

a. Israel impoverished: 1 

 Land desolate: vs. 4, 7, 10-12, 17 

 Drinking abounds: v. 5 

 Overwhelmed by enemy: v. 6 

 Like a virgin girded with sackcloth: v. 8 

 God’s offering withheld: vs. 9, 13b 

 Ministers untrue: vs. 13, 14 

 Joy and gladness gone: v. 16 

 Animals starving: v. 18 

 Streams dried up: v. 20 

b. Judgment impending: 2:1-11 

c. A call to repentance: 2:12-17 

 Turn to God: v. 12a 

 Turn with all your heart: v. 12b 

 Turn with fasting: v. 12c 



Old Testament Survey, Page 150 

 Turn with weeping and mourning: v. 12d 

d. The goodness of God: 2:18-27 

 Will pity His people: v. 18 

 Will answer His people: v. 19a 

 Will supply their need: v. 19b 

 Will exalt them: v. 19c 

 Will command the enemy: v. 20 

 Will remove fear: v. 21a 

 Will return joy and gladness: vs. 21b, 23a; 2 Chronicles 6:41 

 Will produce fruit: vs. 22b, 24 

 Will restore the years the locust hath eaten: v. 25 

 Will satisfy: v. 26a; Psalm 65:4; Jeremiah 31:14 

 Will remove shame: v. 26b 

 Will assure Israel of Himself: v. 27 

 Will preserve us: Psalm 21:3 

 Will follow us all the days of our lives: Psalm 23:6 

 Will keep us alert: Psalm 27:13 

 Will bless when we fear and respect Him: Psalm 31:19; Jeremiah 33:9 

 Will endure continually: Psalm 52:1 

 Will crown our years: Psalm 65:11 

 Will provide for the poor: Psalm 68:10 

 Will produce praise: Psalm 107:8, 15, 21, 31 

 Will enrich: Romans 2:4a 

 Will lead to repentance: Romans 2:4b 

 

In seeing God’s goodness in spite of sin, it is no wonder that Joel said that the Lord is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and that He will revoke His 

penalty for sin when one returns to Him (2:13).  “Goodness” is what God is to all of His 

children (Psalm 144:2), and it is what should be fulfilled in the life of every believer (2 

Thessalonians 1:11). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

God can use crises to sensitize His people to their utter dependence on God and their 

need for spiritual renewal.  Sin is serious and merits God’s judgment.  Judgment can be 

avoided by heartfelt prayer and repentance.  God is gracious and merciful.  God’s desire 

is to forgive His people and pour out His Spirit on them. 
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Amos 

The Book Of The Plumb Line 

 

Amos was not a professional prophet on the king’s payroll (7:14).  He was just “one of 

the shepherds of Tekoa,” a village about 12 miles south of Jerusalem (1:1), and a tender 

“of sycamore-fig trees” (7:14).  But God’s call compelled him to preach so boldly 

against the sins of king Jeroboam and the upper class of Samaria that Amos was accused 

of treason (7:17-8:12). 

 

Amos means “burdened” (2:13).  He was known as the “farmer prophet” – a layman – 

working man.  He was a citizen of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

 

In Amos we find one of many instances in the Bible of God calling a man where he was 

occupied in his daily work (1:1).  God called him, shepherd’s crook in hand, and sent him 

forth to gather his straying people.  Remember David was caring for his sheep and 

Gideon was at the threshing floor when they received their commissions. 

 

Amos prophesied while Uzziah was on the throne of Judah and Jeroboam II was king of 

Israel.  This was a time of great prosperity.  The old boundaries of the kingdom of David 

were gained back.  Money poured in and armies were victorious.  Amos and Hosea were 

prophets to Israel and Isaiah and Micah to the Southern Kingdom of Judah. 

 

Under these two kings mentioned above the two kingdoms reached the summit of their 

prosperity (2 Chronicles 26 and 2 Kings 14:25).  Assyria had not yet risen as a 

conquering world power.  The idea of the approaching doom of their kingdoms seemed 

utterly improbable to Israel.  They were enjoying a period of peace.  The surrounding 

nations were not strong enough to give them trouble.  All they thought of was pleasure 

and having a good time (2:6-8; 5:11-12; 6:4-6).  God tried to arouse His people to a sense 

of their danger, hence He sent two witnesses, Hosea and Amos. 

 

Although Amos belonged to the Southern Kingdom, his ministry was chiefly to the 

Northern Kingdom of Israel. 

 

Subject: God’s certain judgment upon nations about Israel, and upon Judah and Israel.  

With exhortations to repent and seek the Lord, and the promise of Israel’s restoration. 

 

Purpose: To teach us that the sins that separate us from God must be judged before 

fellowship can be restored (1 John 1:9). 

 

Outline 
 

I. Amos denounces the sins of nations bordering Israel and Judah: 1:1-2:3 

II. Amos describes the state of Israel and Judah and predicts their Judgment: 2:4-6:14 

III. Amos relates visit to Bethel and sketches impending punishment of Israel, which 

he predicts to Amaziah: 7:1-10 
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IV. Amos projects thoughts to the fulfillment of Messiah’s kingdom when God’s 

people will be forgiven and enjoy His blessings throughout eternity: 9:11-15 

 

Key Chapter: 9, Israel’s dispersion and restoration. 

 

Key Verse: 7:8 – “And the LORD said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’  And I said, ‘A 

plumb line.’  Then the Lord said: ‘Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of My 

people Israel; I will not pass by them anymore.’” 

 

Key Word: Plumb line: 7:7, which is a symbol of judgment according to righteousness, 

to test the uprightness of God’s people (2 Kings 21:13; Isaiah 28:17). 

 

Key Phrases: 
 

1. Can two walk together except they be agreed? 3:3. 

2. For three transgressions…and for four: 1:3, 6, 9, 11, etc.  This expression was used to 

show that their cup of iniquity was full and running over. 

 

Key Thought: Prepare to meet your God: 4:12 

 

Spiritual Thought: Drop (use) the plumb line. 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Prepare to Meet your God: 4:12 

a. There is one God: Isaiah 45:22 

b. We are accountable to Him: Romans 14:11, 12 

c. We will stand before Him: Hebrews 9:27 

d. We must prepare to meet Him: John 1:12; Acts 16:30, 31 

 

2.  At Ease in Zion: 6:1 

a. What it means to be at ease in Zion 

 Indifferent to the things of the Lord: Hebrews 2:1-4 

 Trusting in false security: 6:1; Psalm 20:7; 118:8 

 Putting away the day of Judgment: 6:3; Matthew 24:48-51 

 Worldly-minded: 6:4-6; Romans 12:1, 2; 1 John 2:15-17 

b. What happens to those at ease in Zion?: 

 Go into bankruptcy and captivity: 6:7 

 Go into disfavor with God: 4:12 

 Go into dearth: 8:11, 12 

 God to a premature grave: 6:9 

c. What should be done about being at ease in Zion: 

 Prepare to meet your God: 4:12 

 By examining our basket of fruit (condition): 8:2 

 By seeking God: 5:4; Jeremiah 29:13 

 By submitting to God’s plumb line (Christ): 7:8 
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Ethical and Theological Significance 
 

God will not tolerate sins of social injustice but will punish persistent wrongdoers.  God 

is not pleased by the external worship of those who oppress others.  God’s past acts of 

kindness and revelation of His will make His people especially accountable for how they 

live their lives. 

 

 

 

 

Obadiah 

The Book Of Doom For Anti-Semitics 

 

Obadiah, the writer of this book (v. 1), means “a servant.” 

 

Obadiah is undated, but internal evidence (vs. 11, 12) seems to fix its date near the time 

of the final overthrow of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar – ca. 597 B.C. 

 

His ministry was largely to the Edomites, with a promise to future hope for Israel. 

 

The descendants of Esau were called Edomites.  They would go out on raiding 

expeditions and then retreat to their impregnable fortress where they kept alive in their 

hearts a bittern enmity toward the Jews that began with Jacob and Esau.  They never 

failed in helping any army who attacked the Jews.  During the period of the Maccabees 

they became bitter enemies of the Jews.  And in the time of Christ, through Herod they 

obtained control of Judea.  They disappear from the pages of history after the destruction 

of Jerusalem by Titus in A.D. 70. 

 

Obadiah predicts judgment upon Edom for her grudge against and treatment of God’s 

people through Jacob’s lineage. 

 

In verses 17-21 Israel’s salvation and final restoration are foretold.  This is the shortest 

book in the Old Testament, with only one chapter, 21 verses, and 670 words. 

 

Subject: God’s special care over the Jews, and the certainty of punishment of those who 

persecute them. 

 

Purpose: To assure us of final victory over our enemies in the heavenlies, and the eternal 

possession of our blessings in Christ. 
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Outline 
 

I. The Doom of Edom: vs. 1-16 

A. The charge against Edom: vs. 1-9 

B. The crime of Edom: vs. 10-14 

C. The catastrophe to Edom: vs. 15, 16 

II. The Deliverance of Israel: vs. 17-21 

A. The triumph of Israel: vs. 17, 18 

B. The possession of Israel: vs. 19, 20 

C. The establishment of Israel: v. 21 

 

Key Verse: 1:15 – “For the day of the LORD upon all the nations is near; as you have 

done, it shall be done to you; Your reprisal shall return upon your head.” 

 

Key Word: Retribution. 

 

Key Phrase: The house of Jacob shall possess their possessions: v. 17 

 

Key Thought: Edom’s punishment and Israel’s glory. 

 

Spiritual Thought: Possess your possessions. 

 

Seed Thought 
 

Edom’s sin was pride (v. 13).  Having stubbornly refused to forgive Jacob and his 

descendants for taking the birthright from Esau, their hearts were hardened to the point 

where forgiveness had no meaning.  What a different prophecy Obadiah’s might have 

been if Edom had only forgiven the Jews.  Edom’s direct fight against Israel was an 

indirect fight against God.  In her arrogance and pride she failed to reckon with God and 

finally their impregnable fort was brought low by God Himself and they were “cut off 

forever.” 

 

Is it any wonder today that churches are experiencing defeat?  Members, filled with pride, 

in need of nothing (so they think!) like the Laodiceans (Revelation 3:14-18), with 

grudges and illfellings against their fellowman and no concern for the Jews, are bringing 

destruction to themselves.  O, to heed the Word of God – “He who covers his sins will 

not prosper, but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have mercy” (Proverbs 28:13). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

God is just and holds those responsible who take advantage of others in their time of 

distress.  By forgetting that they and the Jews shared Abraham as an ancestor, the 

Edomites fell victim to God’s promise to Abraham: “I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse” (Genesis 12:3).   
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Jonah 

The Book Of God’s Mercy 

 

Jonah means “a dove” and he answered his name by flying away as fast as he could.  He 

was a “runaway” prophet who returned, the “missionary prophet”, the “messenger from 

the sea-monster.”  Christ recognized him as the “sign” prophet (Matthew 12:39-41).  As 

David was among the kings, so was Jonah among the prophets: 

 

1. They greatly sinned 

2. They repented heartily 

3. They were never forsaken by God 

4. They discovered there is no escape from God 

 

The experience of Jonah happened during the reign of King Jeroboam II of Israel, ca. 784 

– 772 B.C. (2 Kings 14:23-25).  He was the second of the prophets. 

 

Contents: This book tells the story of a man who was called of God to preach but sought 

to run away from the call.  His congregation (gentiles of Nineveh) were people he, as a 

Jew, despised.  His attempt to run away could be due to the 40 day time limit God put on 

Nineveh to repent.  If Jonah could avoid God for 50 days, then his religious bigotry 

would triumph and these gentiles would fail to receive Gods warning to repent, thereby 

suffering God’s judgment.  This would have pleased Jonah, but God engineered 

circumstances in such a way through a great fish that Jonah got to Nineveh in plenty of 

time and Nineveh did repent.  How disgusted Jonah must have been when he learned that 

the 40 days did not begin until he started preaching in Nineveh!  God’s mercy overrode 

His judgment and these gentiles had one of the mightiest revivals history has known.  

Jonah’s resentment of this great work of Gods grace, power, and mercy is seen in his 

desire to die, but out of this experience Jonah saw how sinful his resentment was – how 

futile it was to try to keep back Gods salvation from the “whosoever wills.” 

 

Subject: God’s dealing with a disobedient prophet and Nineveh’s repentance. 

 

Purpose: To reveal to us typically God’s dealing with His Son as a substitute for 

disobedient ones; and to teach us that God’s mercy and faithfulness are extended to each 

of His servants. 

 

Outline 
 

I. The Prodigal Prophet: 1 

II. The Praying Prophet: 2 

III. The Preaching Prophet: 3 

IV. The Pouting Prophet: 4 

 

Jonah has 4 chapters, 48 verses and 1,321 words. 
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Key Chapter: 2, the prayer of Jonah. 

 

Key Verse: 3:2 – “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the message that 

I tell you.” 

 

Key Word: Preach. 

 

Key Phrase: Arise and go: 1:2. 

 

Key Thoughts:  
1. Then Jonah prayed: 2:1 

2. Salvation is of the Lord: 2:9 

 

Spiritual Thought: “Woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16) 

 

Seed Thoughts 
 

1.  Lessons from Jonah 

 

a. God’s call is man’s opportunity. 

b. Man’s surrender is God’s opportunity. 

c. There is danger in running away from God. 

d. There is no detour in the path of Christian service. 

e. Religious bigotry and national pride will keep one from winning souls to Christ 

f. If we do not judge ourselves, God will chasten us. 

g. God does not cast us aside for faithlessness.  He called Jonah the second time 

(3:1). 

h. A run-away preacher may return to the place and path of duty with restored 

power. 

i. It is even possible for great cities to repent. 

j. God is not willing that any should perish. 

k. God does not look for perfection, but for obedience. 

 

2.  Disobedience to God: 1:3 

 

a. Forfeits God’s favor: 1 Samuel 13:14 

b. Deprives of His promised blessings: Jeremiah 18:10 

c. Provokes His anger: Isaiah 3:8 

d. Brings Judgment: Deuteronomy 11:28 

e. Shall be punished: Hebrews 2:2 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

God’s love was a fundamental of ancient Israel’s faith: “The LORD, the LORD, the 

compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 

maintaining love to thousands and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin” (Exodus 
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34:6-7).  The message of Jonah is that the God who revealed Himself to Israel as love 

desires people of all nations to experience His love.  Like Jonah we have a responsibility 

to lay aside narrow nationalism and race hatred and to share God’s love with those of 

other cultures. 

 

 

 

Micah 

The Book Of Doom And Glory 

 

The Book of Micah is the centerpiece of the Minor Prophets.  It contains within it the 

themes of the books that come before it and of those that follow it.  It presents in capsule 

form the message of all 12 books.  The Book of the 12 uses it as a pivot in balancing 8th 

century prophets before it and the 7th – 5th century prophets that follow it. 

 

Micah’s name is an interrogation; namely, “who is like Jehovah?”  Micah the writer of 

this book (1:1) lived up to his name by showing how our God hates sin but loves the 

sinner (7:18, 19).  He is the “commoner” among the prophets, the “champion” of the 

people against those who wronged them politically and religiously, the “prophet of the 

poor” because of his defense of them.  He is the “herald” prophet, having heralded the 

place of Christ’s birth (5:2).  He was also the prophet of “practical religion.” 

 

He prophesied during the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah kings of Judah (1:1).  He 

prophesied ca. 740-698 B.C., and was contemporary with Hosea and Isaiah. 

 

Him ministry was to both kingdoms – Samaria of the Northern and Jerusalem of the 

Southern (1:1b). 

 

Contents: Micah reproved both for their sins, and foretold their individual captivities.  

He pulled no punches in elucidating their sins: 

 

1. Idolatry: 1:7 

2. Immorality: 2:1 

3. Covetousness: 2:2a 

4. Lawlessness: 2:2b 

5. Bloodshed: 3:2, 3, 10 

6. Heeding false prophets: 3:5-7 

7. Soothsaying: 5:12 

8. Dishonest business practices: 6:10, 11 

9. Rich oppressing poor: 6:12a 

10. Gossiping and deceit: 6:12b 

11. Strife and hatred: 7:2 

12. Bribery: 7:3 

13. Treachery: 7:5, 6 
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For the comfort of God’s people he says many things concerning the Messiah.  His 

incarnation, the place of His birth, which no prophet so clearly points out as he.  He also 

points out the execution of His offices – prophetic, priestly, and kingly; the blessings of 

grace that come by Him – pardon, forgiveness, etc., and the happiness and glory of Israel 

in the latter days. 

 

Subject: The declaration of Israel’s sin and God’s grace in sending the Savior and King. 

 

Purpose: To reveal to us God’s unfathomable love in seeking and saving us when we 

were dead in trespass and sins. 

 

Outline 

 

I. Proclaiming future judgment for past sins: 1-3 

II. Prophesying future glory because of past promises: 4, 5 

III. Pleading present repentance because of past redemption: 6 

IV. Pardoning all iniquity because of who God is and what He does: 7 

 

Key Chapter: 7, Confession and Intercession. 

 

Key Verse: 1:2 

 

Key Word: Hear 

 

Key Phrase: The Lord has a controversy with His people: 6:2. 

 

Key Thoughts: 
1. The return of the remnant 

2. The restoration of Israel 

3. The reign of the Messiah 

 

Spiritual Thought: Look and Live. 

 

Seed Thought:  
The “Golden Rule” of the Old Testament: 6:8 

a. Do justly 

b. Love  mercy 

c. Walk humbly with your God 
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Nahum 

The Book Of Perversity And Penalty 

 
The title verse (1:1) calls the Book of Nahum both an oracle of doom and a vision.  Both 

terms are appropriate.  Nahum means comfort or full of comfort.  The prophet is 

unknown apart from this verse.  The location of Elkosh is unknown. 

 

The Book of Nahum, like the Book of Jonah, is completely concerned with Nineveh.  

Jonah showed that God cared about people in Nineveh as He does about all persons that 

He has created.  Nahum showed God’s passion in judgment because of Nineveh’s 

tyrannical rule and unnumbered cruelties against many peoples, including Israel and 

Judah. 

 

He is the “World’s” prophet, inasmuch as Nineveh’s judgment is the world’s object 

lesson of the doom of the wicked.  He is the prophet of “Wrath,” in that he describes God 

as Vindicator of right Avenger of wrong and final Judge of all issues. 

 

Period Of His Prophecy: Nahum prophesied the doom of Nineveh, ca. 648 – 620 B.C., 

when the city was at its height.  His message of doom came more than 100 years after 

Jonah’s message to the same city.  Nahum was contemporary with Zephaniah, Jeremiah, 

and Habakkuk, and was the seventh prophet. 

 

Contents: This book concerns itself with Nineveh.  Someone has suggested that Nahum 

is a sequel to Jonah.  There had been a turning to God under Jonah’s preaching, but 

Nineveh gradually went back to her ways of sin.  God had been patient with the 

inhabitants (1:3), but in Nahum’s day sin was so rampant, hearts were so hardened, and 

wills so stubborn that God declared them incurable (3:19).  Nineveh had become like a 

lion’s den full of prey (2:11, 12).  Hence Nahum’s prophecy of doom – the 

announcement that not only Nineveh, but all Assyria, would be destroyed. 

 

This book has 3 chapters, 47 verses, and 1,285 words. 

 

Subject: The revelation of the majesty of God, and the announcement of the sure and 

final judgment of bloody Nineveh. 

 

Purpose: To teach us that God is longsuffering and full of mercy but He is also just and 

must punish sin: 1:7, 8 with Galatians 6:7. 

 

Outline 

 

I. The Overthrow of Nineveh Declared: 1 

A. Character and Power of the Lord: 1:1-6 

B. Destruction of Nineveh and Peace of Judah: 1:7-15 

II. The Overthrow of Nineveh Described: 2 
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A. Siege and Capture of the City: 2:1-8 

B. Utter Spoiling of the City: 2:9-13 

III. The Overthrow of Nineveh Defended: 3 

A. Because of Nineveh’s Sin: 3:1-7 

B. Wealth and Strength could not save Nineveh: 3:8-19 

 

Key Chapter: 3, with Galatians 6:7.  Israel’s reaping. 

 

Key Verses: 1:2, 3, 7. “(2) God is jealous, and the LORD avenges and is furious.  The 

LORD will take vengeance on His adversaries.  And He reserves wrath fro His enemies.” 

 

“(3) The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked.  

The LORD has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of 

His feet.” 

 

“(7) The LORD is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He knows those who trust 

in Him.” 

 

Key Word: Jealous: 1:2 

 

Key Phrase: An utter end: 1:8, 9. 

 

Key Thought: Judgment follows sin. 

 

Spiritual Thought: The severity of God. 

 

Seed Thought 

 

Sinning against the Light.  Nineveh has “seen the light” under Jonah’s preaching.  From 

the darkness of paganism through the preaching of the Word, she had come into the light 

of God’s blessings (Jonah 3).  Years later, in Nahum’s day, she was like those “that rebel 

against the light” (Job 24:13).  Light then became darkness to the, and how great was 

that darkness (Matthew 6:23b). 

 

Light has a sovereignty in it, so that to resist it is to rebel against it.  God has given it to 

be a display of Himself, for God is Light; and He has clothed it with a measure of His 

majesty and power of judgment.  Rebelling against the light results in: 

 

*Becoming traitors of God *Leading others into darkness        *Complacency 

*Drunkenness   *Hypocrisy           *Violence 

*Darkness   *Fighting a losing battle against God        *Doom 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance: Nineveh had been the mistress of the world for a 

century and a half.  Not it crumbled, isolated and hated.  No tyrant nation can escape its 

inevitable “day of wrath.”  The Minor Prophets reckon this to be the turning point for 
Israel and Jerusalem, although a long wait of almost a hundred years had to intervene before 

concrete results would lead to the restoration of Jerusalem. 
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Habakkuk 

The Book Of The Mysteries Of Providence 

 
Habakkuk, the writer of this prophecy (1:1) means “embrace.”  He was the “questioning” 

prophet, the “Job” among the prophets, inasmuch as the problem of both was “why a just 

and omnipotent God at times permits the wicked to flourish and the more righteous to 

suffer affliction.”  With Job the problem was personal, while with Habakkuk it was 

national.  Habakkuk was the prophet of “faith,” the grandfather of the reformation under 

Martin Luther (2:4 with Acts 13:38, 39; Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:37: 

38).  He was one of the Levitical choristers in the Temple, a “praying” prophet (3:1, 19). 

 

Period of His Prophecy: Habakkuk prophesied just before the Babylonians came against 

Jerusalem in the first siege (2 Chronicles 36:5, 6) when the Babylonians were on the way 

(1:6), but had not yet arrived (3:16).  This was ca. 625-610 B.C.  Habakkuk was 

contemporary with Nahum, Jeremiah, and possibly Zephaniah.  He was the tenth prophet. 

 

People of His Prophecy: The Southern Kingdom of Judah, with “hints” of woe to the 

invading Chaldeans. 

 

Contents: Habakkuk was the “doubting Thomas” of the Old Testament.  He had a 

question to ask about everything.  He wanted to know why a just God would use a 

wicked, sinful nation to punish a less sinful people.  Why this injustice?  Will God 

straighten out the mess Judah is in?  Will He do anything about the wrongs in the world?  

He wanted to know the mysteries of Providence, to understand everything.  Unlike most 

Christians, he took his problems to the Lord, and learned through this to trust God in the 

dark.  The book opens in darkness and closes in light, it opens with a question mark and 

closes with and exclamation point.  

 

It has 3 chapters, 56 verses, and 1,476 words. 

 

Habakkuk, in all his difficulties, went to God in prayer and waited patiently for His 

answer (2:1).  He went on the watchtower and listened to God.  Campbell Morgan says 

that when Habakkuk looked at his circumstances he was perplexed (1:3), but when he 

waited for God and listened to Him, he sang (3:18-19). 

 

Subject: God’s holiness manifested through His judgments upon Judah by the hands of 

the Chaldeans. 

 

Purpose: To teach us that God is holy and must always act in righteousness to every 

man. 
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Outline 
 

I. The first Prayer and Answer: 1:1-11 

A. The indictment against Judah: vs. 1-4 

B. The invasion of the Chaldeans: vs. 5-11 

II. The second Prayer and Answer: 1:12-2:20 

A. The Prayer: 1:12-2:1 

  1.  The challenge: 1:12-13 

  2.  The charge: 1:15, 16 

  3.  The conclusion: 1:17-2:1 

B. The Answer: 2:2-20 

  1.  The principle of righteousness announced to Habakkuk: vs. 2-4 

  2.  This principle applied to the Chaldeans: vs. 5-20 

III. The third Prayer and Answer: 3 

A. The Cry for Revival: v. 2 

B. The Vision of Jehovah: vs. 3-15 

C. The Effect upon the Prophet: vs. 16-19 

 

Key Chapter: 3, Habakkuk’s faith. 

 

Key Verse: 2:4 – “…But the just shall live by his faith.” 

 

Key Word: Faith. 

 

Key Phrase: Why do you: 1:3. 

 

Key Thought: Prayer changes things.  Or, better yet, Prayer changes people and people 

change things. 

 

Spiritual Thought: There’s light ahead: 3:4. 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  The Five “Woes” of Habakkuk: 

1) Against dishonesty: 2:6 

2) Against covetousness: 2:9 

3) Against bloody building enterprises: 2:12 

4) Against the liquor dispenser: 2:15, 16 

5) Against idolatry: 2:18-20 

 

2.  Guilty by association: 2:15.  Among those who will not inherit the kingdom of God 

are drunkards (1 Corinthians 6:9, 10).  Equally guilty before God is one who makes 

another drink – “Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbor…even to make him drunk.” 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance: The book of Habakkuk represents the kind of 

faith that became the norm for Judaism and later for Christianity.  Israel no longer had the 
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means to try to shape their own destiny.  Under the empires they were the passive 

recipients of whatever good or evil the powerful chose to give them.  But in faith they 

could believe that God, through those whom He allowed to rule, would provide what was 

necessary for His people to serve God.  Believing and waiting became essential elements 

in their way of life.  It should still be so. 

 

 

 

Zephaniah 

The Book Of Wonder And Wrath 

 
Zephaniah, the writer of this prophecy (1:1), means “hidden of Jehovah.”  He was the 

“judgment” prophet, the prophet of “punishment and promise.”  He was also the prophet 

of “Gentile conversion.”  He identified himself better than any of the rest of the minor 

prophets.  Habakkuk concealed himself in silence, but Zephaniah went to the opposite 

extreme in telling the world who he was.  Habakkuk stood high and looked far; 

Zephaniah stopped low and looked close.  He was the “hellfire and brimstone” preacher 

of the Old Testament; the great great-grandson of Hezekiah, and was related to king 

Josiah, in whose reign he prophesied. 

 

Period of His Prophecy: “The word of the Lord came unto Zephaniah…in the days of 

Josiah…King of Judah” (1:1).  He prophesied ca. 634-625 B.C., and was possibly an 

important person in the revival in Josiah’s day (2 Chronicles 34).  Contemporary with 

Nahum and Jeremiah, he was the eighth prophet. 

 

People of His Prophecy: The people of his day (Southern Kingdom of Judah), and all 

nations.  It has a universal appeal. 

 

Contents: He foretold the destruction of the Jews by the Chaldeans for their sins.  He 

called them to repentance, but bluntly told of judgment to come if they did not.  He also 

predicted the ruin of many other nations, all of which came to pass.  He prophesied the 

calling of the Gentiles, the conversion of the Jews, and of the comfortable state of the 

spiritual seed in gospel times, especially in the latter day.  He placed much emphasis on 

the “day of the Lord,” a period believed by many to not only include the great tribulation, 

which precedes the millennium, but the millennium itself.  This book has 3 chapters, 53 

verses, and 1,617 words. 

 

Zephaniah depicts God as both loving and severe.  Zephaniah 1:2 and 3:17 gives us these 

two characteristics. 

 

As you start reading this book, you are appalled at its contents.  There is nothing but 

denunciations, dire threats, and wrath.  Cowper says that punishment and chastisement is 

“the graver countenance of love, ‘For whom the LORD loves He chastens, and scourges 

every son who He receives’ (Hebrews 12:6).  We see in all of this a proof of God’s love.  



Old Testament Survey, Page 164 

The book begins with sorrow but ends with proof of God’s love.  The book begins with 

sorrow but ends with singing.  The first of the book is full of sadness and gloom, but the 

last contains one of the sweetest songs of love in the Old Testament. 

 

Subject: God’s great wrath upon the world, and upon Judah in particular, in the “day of 

the Lord,” and His great mercy in hiding the “remnant of Israel,” who will seek Him. 

 

Purpose: To show us that our heavenly Father, who saved us from His wrath by placing 

it upon His Son, will keep us safe from wrath to come. 

 

Outline 

 

I. The Retribution upon the Chosen Nation: 1:1-23 

II. The Retribution upon Gentile Nations: 2:4-15 

III. The Accusation against Jerusalem: 3:1-17 

IV. The Restoration of the Chosen Nation: 3:8-20 

 

Key Chapter:  3, God’s deliverance. 

 

Key Verse: 1:12 – “And it shall come to pass at that time that I will search Jerusalem 

with lamps, and punish the men who are settled in complacency, who say in their heart, 

the LORD will not do good, nor will He do evil.” 

 

Key Word: Search. 

 

Key Phrase: The day of the Lord: 1:14. 

 

Key Thought: The fire of jealousy: 1:18. 

 

Spiritual Thoughts: 
1. Trust in the name of the Lord: 3:12 

2. Sing as you go: 3:14 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  Call to Repentance: 2:1-3.  Repentance includes: 

a. Seeking the Lord: v. 3a 

b. Seeking righteousness: v. 3b 

c. Seeking meekness (humility): v. 3c 

d. Sorrow for sins: 2 Corinthians 7:9, 10 

e. Confession of sins: 1 John 1:9; Joshua 7:19-21 

f. Forsaking of sinful ways: Isaiah 55:7; Proverbs 28:13 

g. A forgiving spirit: Matthew 18:35 

h. Restitution of all wrongs: Ezekiel 33:15; Luke 19:8 
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2.  Songs of the Saints: 3:14, 15 

a. Of redemption: Psalm 40:3 

b. Of deliverance: v. 15a 

c. Of joy: Job 38:7 

d. Of service: 2 Chronicles 20:21; Acts 16:25 

e. Of triumph: v. 15b; Revelation 15:3 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 

 

The day of the Lord brought an end to Judean Kingship, to Jerusalem’s pride, and to the 

system of small states in Canaan within a thousand years.  But the day also cleared the 

way for restitution of respect and identity for the Lord’s people with Jerusalem because 

they recognized His presence in the city.  This foreshadowed a new temple that 

Zerubbabel would build and the new city that Nehemiah would build.  It also points to a 

revival of true faith in God in postexilic Judaism both among exiles and among people in 

Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

Haggai 

The Builder’s Book 

 
Haggai means “my feast,” or “festival,” probably in anticipation of the return from 

captivity.  He was the “businessman” among the prophets.  His style is short, plain, and to 

the point.  He was the prophet of “interrogation” (1:4; 2:3, 12, 13).  He was the first of 

the Post-exile prophets, having returned, no doubt, with Zerubbabel.  He is mentioned by 

Ezra (5:1; 6:14). 

 

Period of His Prophecy: “In the second year of Darius the King [of Persia].”  This was 

in 520 B.C.  Haggai was contemporary with Zechariah, and was the fourteenth prophet.  

His ministry lasted four months, in which he delivered four messages, each dated.  This 

book should be read between chapters four and five of Ezra. 

 

Contents: The prophecy of Haggai is one of a group of three: Haggai, Zechariah, and 

Malachi – that belongs to the period following Israel’s captivity in Babylon.  These 

prophecies contain the last words of the Lord to His people Israel, and they bring the 

volume of the Old Testament Scriptures to an end.  A special interest is attached to these 

three prophecies, because they were addressed to a select company of Israelites, namely, 

to that small “remnant of the people” (1:12, 14), which had returned to the desolate land 

of Judah, and to the ruined and forsaken city of Jerusalem. 

 

Before Haggai’s time the Jews had returned to their own land under Zerubbabel and 

began to build the Temple (Nehemiah 12).  But their enthusiasm soon waned.  They 

made no progress beyond laying the foundation.  The Samaritans and their enemy 
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neighbors were determined that Jerusalem should not be rebuilt.  This meant that the 

work lay unfinished for 15 years.  During these years each person became interested in 

building his own private house.  It was then that Haggai arose and gave his message.  He 

encouraged the people to build the Temple again.  This time it was finished in four years.  

It seemed incredible that God’s people should have waited so long to do the very thing 

they came back to do. 

 

Haggai’s message is twofold: the need to forget self and rebuild the Temple which 

Nebuchadnezzar had destroyed, and the glory of the latter Temple.  In the two chapters, 

there are 38 verses and 1,131 words. 

 

Subject: God’s message of encouragement to the weal remnant that they might build the 

Temple, the house of the Lord. 

 

Purpose: To encourage us in getting the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth, and 

thus help build the spiritual Temple, the church of the living God. 

 

Outline 

 

I. A Summons to Build: 1 

A. Purpose of summons: vs. 1, 2 

B. Reason for delay: vs. 3-11 

C. Obedience to the summons: vs. 12-15 

II. A Summons to Look: 2:1-9 

A. At the present Temple: vs. 1-3 

B. At the past Covenant: vs. 4, 5 

C. At the glory of the latter Temple: vs. 6-9 

III. A Summons to Obey and Live Godly: 2:10-19 

A. Consider personal condition: vs. 10-14 

B. Consider the unfinished Temple: vs. 15-17 

C. Consider the promised blessing: vs. 18, 19 

IV. A Summons to Exercise Faith: 2:20-23 

A. Faith in God’s omnipotence: v. 21 

B. Faith in God’s justice: v. 22 

C. Faith in God’s security: v. 23 

 

Key Chapter: 2, Beholding and Behaving. 

 

Key Verse: 1:8 – “Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I 

may take pleasure in it and be glorified, says the LORD.” 

 

Key Word: Build. 

 

Key Phrase: Be strong and work: 2:4. 

 

Key Thought:  Consider your ways: 1:7. 
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Spiritual Thought: Put first things first. 

 

Light From Biblical Customs:  “I will take you…and will make you like a signet ring” 

– 2:23.  The signet ring was used to stamp documents and articles, thereby making them 

legal.  No document was considered authentic unless it had been stamped by a signet.  

The Lord, having chosen Zerubbabel said, “I will make you as a signet ring.”  He stood 

before the people, having been stamped by God, as God’s authority.  We, too, have been 

chosen by God to bear in our body His stamp (the image of His dear Son), and to appear 

before others in His name with His message of authority (John 15:16; Romans 8:29; 2 

Corinthians 4:9, 10). 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  Consider your ways: 1:2-14.  Though Israel was grateful for god’s deliverance from 

Babylonian captivity and had shown it by beginning to rebuild the Temple (Ezra 1-4), she 

became lax and put second things first.  Her homes and crops became more important 

than God’s house.  How easy it is many times to substitute what is good for the best.  To 

bring Israel to see that God’s principle is to “seek first…God and His righteousness, and 

all things will be added to you,” Haggai asked the people to take a good look at 

themselves, to “consider your ways” (v. 5).  It is necessary often to take a good look at 

ourselves, to begin to consider God for a change, and when we do, our thoughts turn to 

Him.  But notice what happened when Israel was told to consider her ways: 

 

a. They said, “the time has not come, the time that the LORD’S house should be 

built” (v. 2).  The time to do God’s work is right now, which is an ever-present 

opportunity.  Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday.  God’s 

admonition is still “redeem the time” (Ephesians 5:16). 

b. They dwelt in their own ceiled houses while God’s house laid waste (v. 4).  They 

said, “Lord, Lord,” but did not do what He had commanded. 

 

I’ll Do It…But 

 

I’ll go where You want me to go, dear Lord, 

Real service is what I desire; 

I’ll say what You want me to say, dear Lord,  

But don’t ask me to sing in the choir. 

 

I’ll say what You want me to say, dear Lord, 

I like to see things come to pass; 

But don’t ask me to teach girls and boys, dear Lord, 

I’d rather just stay in my class. 

 

I’ll do what You want me to do, dear Lord, 

I yearn for Thy Kingdom to thrive; 

I’ll give you my nickels and dimes, dear Lord, 
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But please don’t ask me to tithe. 

 

I’ll go where You want me to go, dear Lord, 

I’ll say what You want me to say; 

I’m busy just now with myself, dear Lord, 

But…I’ll help you some other day. 

 

c. They sowed much but brought in little harvest (v. 6a).  They had a lot of activity, 

but were leaning on the arm of the flesh.  Putting god first enables Him to “give 

the increase”. 

d. They ate but were not filled (v. 6b).  They had no appetite for spiritual things, 

consequently they were not filled with the things of God.  An appetite for the 

things of this life – wealth, position, the praise of men, honor – will never satisfy 

a heart which was made by God for God. 

e. They were clothed but still cold (v. 6c).  The “fig leaves of self-righteousness” 

could not satisfy our first parents, and such garments have never fully clothed 

their offspring in God’s presence.  “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh to fulfill its lust” (Romans 13:14). 

f. Their wages were put in a bag filled with holes (v. 6d).  “What shall it profit a 

man if he should gain the whole world and lose his own soul” (Mark 8:36).  Man 

has nothing to offer God by the fruit of his own labor (Genesis 4:3, 5; Jude 11a). 

 

A consideration of Israel’s ways let to: 

a. Obedience to God’s Word through Haggai: v. 12a. 

b. Fear before the Lord: v. 12b. 

c. A stirring of their spirits to work: v. 14 

d. God’s blessings on them and His being glorified: v. 8 

 

2.  Working for God: 2:4-9 with 1 Corinthians 3:9. 

A. Assures us of His presence: v. 4 

B. Gives confidence in the Spirit’s leading: v. 5a. 

C. Eliminates fear: v. 5b. 

D. Floods us with His glory: v. 7 

E. Brings peace to the soul: v. 9. 
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Zechariah 

The book Of The Future 

 
Zechariah means “one whom Jehovah remembers.”  He was the “son of Berechiah,” 

which means “Jehovah blesses,” and Berechiah was the “son of Iddo,” which means “the 

appointed time.”  The rich meaning of these names are suggestive of the encouragement 

God gave to the remnant – God remembered to bless in His appointed time.  He is the 

prophet of “Last and final things.”  He saw the Royal Root and the sovereign Stem of 

Jesse (Messiah) in His coming judgment and justice.  He was the prophet of “restoration 

and glory.” 

 

It has been said that while Haggai was a realist with his feet on the ground, Zechariah 

was a visionary with his head in the clouds.  Haggai dealt with the material; Zechariah, 

mainly with the spiritual. In addition to his being a prophet, Zechariah was also a priest 

(Nehemiah 12:16).  Josephus and the Jewish Targum state that he was slain in the Temple 

(sanctuary).  This would identify him as the Zechariah mentioned by Christ (Matthew 

23:35). 

 

Writer: Zechariah claims for himself authorship of his prophecy (1:1, 7; 7:1).  As 

always, critics have questioned his authorship because the latter part of his prophecy 

deals with the future, because its style differs from the firs part of the book.  In his 

assisting Haggai, he was young, and concerned with the realities of the present.  In old 

age, when he wrote the latter part of his prophecy, he was concerned with the glories of 

the future.  Consequently, the book lends to two styles. 

 

Period of His Prophecy:  “In the eighth month, in the second year of Darius, came the 

Word of the Lord to Zechariah” (1:1).  He was contemporary with Haggai, prophesying 

after the Babylonian captivity, 520-518 B.C.  He was the fifteenth prophet, and the 

younger of the two.  This book should be read between chapters four and five of Ezra.   

 

People of His Prophecy: The remnant in Judah after Babylonian captivity. 

 

Contents: Zechariah, as a prophet to the remnant, stirred them up to build the Temple.  

As a priest, he stirred them up to restore the pure worship of sacrifices and feasts to God.  

He also wrote to encourage their faith and hope in the expectation of the Messiah.  The 

book consists of various visions and prophecies relating to Christ’s first coming, the 

times of the gospel, and the glories of the future kingdom.  This is the largest book of the 

Minor Prophets, containing 14 chapters, 211 verses, and 6,444 words. 

 

Character: Prophetical 

 

Purpose: To encourage our hearts by assuring us of His love and purpose for us in grace, 

reassuring us that the promises for His heavenly people are unchangeable and must be 

fulfilled. 
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Subject: God’s unchangeable purpose in grace toward Jerusalem as His dwelling place in 

the midst of His people Israel. 

 

Outline 

 

I. Introduction.  A warning: 1:1-7 

II. Apocalyptic Visions (all in one night): 1:7-6:15 

A. The rider on the red horse: 1:7-17.  A picture of Israel’s condition today. 

B. The four horns: 1:18, 19.  The four world empires which have scattered 

Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

C. The four carpenters: 1:20, 21.  Four divine judgments upon those nations. 

D. The man with the measuring line: chapter 2.  The restoration of the nation 

Israel and particularly Jerusalem. 

E. Joshua, the high priest: chapter 3.  A cleansed people. 

F. The golden candlestick and the two olive trees: chapter 4.  An ideal picture 

of Israel to come. 

G. The flying roll: 5:1-4.  The rebuke of sin by the Word of God: from 

previous version. 

H. The Ephah: 5:5-11.  Judgment against wickedness in the land. 

I. The four chariots: 6:1-8.  Divine judgments upon Gentile nations. 

III. Interlude: 7, 8 

A. The question of fasting, a religious ritual: 7:1-3 

B. The question answered: 7:4-8:23 

1. When the heart is right, the ritual is right: 7:4-7 

2. When the heart is wrong, so is the ritual: 7:8-14 

3. God’s purpose is unchanged by any ritual: chapter 8 

IV. Prophetic Burdens: 9-14 

A. The first burden: 9-11 

1. The King of peace and the invasion of Palestine: chapter 9 

2. The apostasy and restoration of Israel: chapter 10 

3. The rejection of Messiah: chapter 11 

B. The second burden: 12-14 

1. The victory of Israel: 12:1-13:6 

2. The victorious King: 13:7-14:21 

 

Key Chapter: 14, The visible return of Christ. 

 

Key Verse: 1:3 - "Therefore say to them, 'Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Return to Me," 

says the LORD of hosts, "and I will return to you," says the LORD of hosts.” 

 

Key Word: Turn. 

 

Key Phrase: I am jealous: 1:14. 
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Key Thought: God’s love and care for His people. 

 

Spiritual Thoughts: 
1. The Lord shall yet comfort Zion: 1:17 

2. Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit: 4:6 

3. The eyes of the Lord run to and fro: 4:10 

4. Holiness unto the Lord: 14:20 

 

Christ Is Seen As: 
1. The Branch—our Servant: 3:8; 6:12 with Mark 10:45 

2. Priest and King—our Intercessor and Lord: 6:13 with Hebrews 7:25 

3. Just and Lowly—our Salvation: 9:9 with John 14:6 

4. The Corner—our Foundation: 10:4a with 1 Corinthians 3:11 

5. The Nail—our Burden-bearer: 10:4b with Matthew 11:28 

6. The Battle-bow—our Defense: 10:4c with Romans 8:37 

7. The Spirit of Grace—our Gift: 12:10 with Ephesians 2:8, 9; 2 Corinthians 9:15 

8. The Fountain—our Cleanser: 13:1 with John 15:3 

9. The Shepherd—our Guide: 13:7 with Psalm 23:1, 3, 4 

10. King of all the earth—our Ruler: 14:9 with Romans 14:9 

11. The King, the Lord of hosts—our Object of worship: 14:16 with Colossians 1:18 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  Seven Eyes of the Lord: 3:9: 4:10.  The seven eyes of the Lord are the seven Spirits of 

the Lord, each representative of what Christ is to the believer (Revelation 5:6). 

a. The Lord: Isaiah 11:2a with Romans 1:3 

b. Wisdom: Isaiah 11:2b with 1 Corinthians 1:30 

c. Understanding: Isaiah 11:2c with Matthew 11:29; Luke 2:46, 47 

d. Counsel: Isaiah 11:2d with Isaiah 9:6 

e. Might: Isaiah 11:2e with Matthew 28:18 

f. Knowledge: Isaiah 11:2f with John 2:25 

g. Fear of the Lord (reference): Isaiah 11:2g with Colossians 1:18 

 

2.  Christ, the Branch: 6:12, 13. 

a. He shall grow up: His earthly ministry – Past 

b. He shall build His Temple: His body – Present 

c. He shall rule: His glorious kingdom – Future 

 

3.  In our day when emphasis is on the mighty, the popular, the vastness of programs, the 

personalities, it would do us good to pause and let God remind us how despised 

(disrespected) small things are (4:10).  God’s method of accomplishment never was by 

might, nor by power, but by His Spirit (4:6).  The world has always demanded the 

opposite of God’s ways, and this is why the Church is so powerless today.  It is 

competing with the world and not capitulating to God’s divine order as is found in these 

two verses.  God never does anything man’s way so that no flesh may glory in His 
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presence (1 Corinthians 1:26-29).  His ways are not our ways, neither His thoughts ours 

(Isaiah 55:8, 9). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 

 

Zechariah 1-6—like Haggai—called God’s people to attempt great things for God, 

specifically rebuilding the temple.  Zechariah 7-8 echoes the message of earlier prophets 

such as Amos and Micah that God does not value the ritual worship of those who deal 

unjustly with others.  Zechariah 9-14 serves as a reminder that God’s plan for Israel’s 

future went beyond the return of a relatively small number of exiles from Babylon and 

the building of a second temple. 

 

New Testament writers had seen God’s plan working out in Jesus.  They often applied 

Zechariah’s images to Jesus: the triumphant yet peaceful King (9:9); the pierced One 

(12:10); and the Shepherd, who was struck down (13:7). 

 

 

 

Malachi 

The Book Of Denunciation And Hope 

 
Malachi, the writer of this prophecy (1:1) means “Jehovah’s messenger.”  He is 

sometimes called the “unknown prophet with an angel’s name.”  He was the last 

messenger of God till Messiah—the connecting link between Old Testament prophecy 

and New Testament fulfillment.  As Nehemiah was the last of the historical writers, so 

Malachi was the last of the prophetical writers. 

 

Period of His Prophecy: Malachi’s prophecy came about 75-100 years after Haggai and 

Zechariah—ca. 540-400 B.C.  The second Temple was standing, the altar was in use, and 

the Jews were under the jurisdiction of the Persians.  He prophesied either during the 

latter part of Nehemiah’s governorship or soon following and his prophecy should be 

read after the book of Nehemiah.  He was the sixteenth prophet.  The “Four Hundred 

Silent Years” follow his prophecy, the period between the Testaments in which no voice 

from God was heard. 

 

Contents:  After Haggai and Zechariah had passed off the scene, the Israelites became 

complacent, and gross sin ensured.  Hypocrisy and irreverence characterized her religious 

life; the world, the flesh, and the devil characterized her social life.  Malachi charged 

Israel with her sins (unfaithful and deceitful priests, stolen animals for sacrifices, 

adultery, intermarriage, perjury, witchcraft, dishonesty, oppression, materialism, 

formalism, and skepticism).  Though they had been cured of idolatry in captivity, their 

foreign wives had introduced it again in the land. 
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Malachi’s book reveals nation wedded to their sins.  The people held god in contempt, 

and were indignant that He would take them to task for their “sin-drunkenness.”  Malachi 

represents God as having a dialogue with the remnant.  They ask God eight sarcastic 

questions, say “Ye say” eleven times, and Malachi replies “Thus saith the Lord” twenty-

five times. 

 

In the midst of such apostasy, Malachi predicts certain judgment.  He reminds the people 

that a time of mercy will precede the day of God’s wrath in the person of Elijah, who was 

identified as John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ (3:1 with Matthew 11:9-14; 17:10-

13).  Israel is admonished to obey the Mosaic Law, and is assured that Messiah will come 

as prophesied.  The “faithful remnant” within the remnant was highly encouraged, not 

only by the reminder of Messiah’s coming, but by the fact that they made up God’s 

jewels and that they were listed in God’s book of remembrance.  There are 4 chapters, 55 

verses, and 1,782 words in the book of Malachi. 

 

The Old Testament opens with man in the Garden, free from sin and happy in His 

Creator’s love; but it closes with fallen man, miserable and unhappy.  It opens with a man 

in paradise and closes with him under a curse (4:6).  In this manner God would remind us 

that the only safe place is in His will. 

 

Subject: God’s last message to Israel, revealing His love and holiness in judging their 

sins, and promises to the godly remnant of future blessings in the coming of Messiah. 

 

Purpose: To search and comfort our hearts with the blessed hope of Christ’s return. 

 

Outline 

 

I. Religious Declension: 1:1-2:9 

A. Expression of Jehovah’s love for Israel: 1:1-5 

B. Expostulation with the Priests for their Offenses: 1:6-14 

C. Execration of the Priests for their Indifference: 2:1-9 

II. Social Debasement: 2:10-16 

A. Condemnation of the Priests and the People 

1. For alien marriages: v. 11 

2. For cruel divorces: vs. 1b, 16 

III. Moral Deflection: 2:17-3:6 

A. The Coming of the Lord for Judgment: 2:17-3:6 

B. The Charge preferred against the People: 3:7-12 

C. The contrast between the Righteous and the Wicked: 3:13-4:6 

 

Key Chapter: 4, The day of the Lord. 

 

Key Verse: 4:2 – “But to you who fear My name the Sun of Righteousness shall arise 

with healing in His wings; and you shall go out and grow fat like stall-fed calves.” 

 

Key Word: Wherein. 
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Key Phrase: Yet ye say: 2:17; 3:8. 

 

Key Thought: Will you rob God? 

 

Spiritual Thought: Lo!  His messenger.  Listen to him (Matthew 17:5). 

 

Theological and Ethical Significance 
 

The central thrust of Malachi is that God has revealed His love for His people through 

their history.  That revealed love made God’s people accountable.  They were to obey the 

teaching of God’s law and the preaching of God’s prophets. 

 

 

Christ Is Seen As: 
1. Messenger of the covenant: 3:1 

2. A Refiner and Purifier: 3:3 

3. The Sun of Righteousness: 4:2 

 

Seed Thoughts 

 

1.  The Characteristics of a True Minister: 2:5-7 

a. Fearing God—his state of mind: v. 5 

b. Proclaiming the truth—his message: v. 6a 

c. Avoiding iniquity—his purpose: v. 6b 

d. Walking with God—his habit: v. 6c 

e. Turning men to God—his work: v. 6d 

f. Teaching the law of God—his duty: v. 7a 

g. Acting as God’s messenger—his commission: v. 7b 

 

2.  Will a Man Rob God? 3:8. 

a. Of his love: 1:2 

b. Of His honor: 1:6 

c. Of a proper sacrifice: 1:7, 8, 13, 14 

d. Of a pure priesthood: 2:1-8 

e. Of His covenant: 2:10 

f. Of His holiness: 2:11 

g. Of His family blessings: 2:14-16 

h. Of morality: 2:17; 3:15 

i. Of His tithes: 3:8 

j. Of His service: 3:14 

 

3.  Tithing, the fullness of Blessing: 3:10.  Tithing was commenced by Abraham before 

the Law, continued by Jacob, confirmed by Moses, commanded by Malachi, and 

commanded by Jesus. 

a. Tithing is an act of love.  It is one way to manifest loyalty to God. 



Old Testament Survey, Page 175 

b. Tithing is God’s plan for financing His work.  That is why He commands it. 

c. Tithing gives us a part in His program.  It is an act of worship. 

d. Tithing deepens the spiritual life.  It gives wisdom in distributing His portion of 

10%, as well as the remaining. 

e. Tithing unlocks heaven’s windows for all who will take God at His Word. 

f. Tithing brings real Christian happiness and blessing when we give God what 

rightfully belongs to Him (Leviticus 27:30). 

g. Tithing teaches us that real giving begins after we give out tithe.  This enables us 

to trust God with all we have.  The only freedom a New Testament Christian has 

is to give more than the tithe.  To give less than a tithe is to say that the Jew gave 

more by command than the Christian does out of a heart of love, thus making the 

Old Testament Law more powerful than the Cross. 

 

4.  There are three kinds of givers—the flint, the sponge, and the honeycomb: 

a. To get anything out of a flint you must hammer it, and then you get only sparks 

and chips. 

b. To get anything out of a sponge, you must squeeze it.  The more you squeeze the 

more you get. 

c. But the honeycomb just overflows with its own sweetness—a cheerful giver. 

 

Seriously, why don’t we “open up.”  If we subtract from our pocketbook, we divide what 

we have, but we add to God’s kingdom many workers, who in turn multiply the number 

of souls won to Christ. 

 

 


