


SAMUEL SERVES THREE OFFICES

-Prophet
-Priest
-Judge



LAST OF THE JUDGES – PERIOD OF 450 YEARS

FIRST OF THE NEW ORDER OF PROPHETS

•“Prophet of Transition” John G. Butler

•“A Bridge Building Ministry” Warren Wiersbe



OVERVIEW

THE PARENTS OF SAMUEL

•His Father – The practice of their faith

•His Mother – The passion of their faith



THE PRAYERS OF SAMUEL

7:9 “Samuel cried out to the Lord for Israel, and the Lord 
answered him”

8:21 “Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he 
repeated them in the hearing of the Lord”

12:18 “Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and 
rain that day”

15:11 “It grieved Samuel, and he cried out to the Lord all night”



THE PAINS OF SAMUEL

8:6 “But the thing displeased Samuel when they 
said, give us a king to judge us”

15:11 “It grieved Samuel”

16:1 “The Lord said to Samuel, how long will you 
mourn for Saul?”



THE PROMINENCE OF SAMUEL

17:15 “Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life”

19:18 “So David fled and escaped, and went to 
Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had 
done to him”

25:1 “Samuel died and the Israelites gathered 
together and lamented for him”



THE SETTING

THE DARKNESS IS CLOSING IN

“before the Lamp of God went out in the 
Tabernacle of the Lord”  I Samuel 3:3



THE CAUSE OF THE DARKNESS

The Priesthood is Deplorable – Hophni & Phinneas

They were Ignorant – “They knew not the Lord”  2:12

They were Illegal – “The Priest would take for himself”  2:14

They were Irreverent – “Abhorred the Offering of the Lord”  2:17

They were Immoral – “They lay with the women who assembled” 
2:22

They were Infectious – “You make the Lord’s people transgress”  
2:24



THE CURSE OF THE DARKNESS

The Priesthood is Depleted – Eli

He has no Vitality – Eli is depicted as Fat & Lazy  1:9, 3:2, 4:13

He has no Vision – “The Word of the Lord was rare in those 
days” 3:1

“his eyes had begun to grow so dim that he could not see” 
3:2



THE CURSE OF THE DARKNESS

The people are defiled 

Their sins of Iniquity – The Priest had made the 
“Lord’s people to transgress”  2:24



THE CURSE OF THE DARKNESS

Their sins of Idolatry – “Put away the foreign gods that are 
among you”  7:3

Idolatry was Israel’s besetting sin

Our Idols are no longer on our high places
but rather in our heart and head places

Idolatry is entertaining wrong thoughts about God



THE CURE FOR THE DARKNESS

Prayer is always the “key” to personal and 
national revival!

“Revivals are born after midnight” Leonard Ravenhill



OTHER MIRACULOUS BIRTHS

Isaac – Son of Promise

Joseph – Son of Provision

Samson – Son of Power

John the Baptist – Son of Preparation



HANNAH IS THE “KEY PERSON” LEADING 
TO REVIVAL

She prayed for her child – “prayed to the Lord and 
wept in anguish” 1:10

She prepared her child – “not until the child is 
weaned” 1:22

She presented her child – “I have lent him to the 
Lord” 1:28





THE SUNRISE OF SAMUEL’S MINISTRY

“Like the sunrise bursting forth in a cloudless 
sky” 1 Samuel 23:2-4

The Sunrise speaks of Hope

This is a time of Development
her child – “I have lent him to the Lord” 1:28



“It is required in stewards that one be found 
faithful” I Cor. 4:2

“God counted me faithful, putting me into the 
ministry” I Tim 1:12

“He that is faithful in what is least is faithful also 
in much” Luke 16:10



FAITHFUL IN SERVING THE WORK OF THE 
LORD

Chapter 2: 11  “Child did minister unto the 
Lord before Eli”

2:18  “Ministered to the Lord being a child”

Chapter 3 Child ministered unto the Lord



FAITHFUL IN HEARING THE WORD OF THE 
LORD

With all his faults and failures Eli still taught 
Samuel to “Listen” to God

If we aren’t interested in hearing and doing 
we will learn little



FAITHFUL IN OBEYING THE WILL OF THE LORD

Samuel would later say “obedience is better than 
sacrifice”

He told Eli the vision of judgement

He may have been fearful but he was faithful

He did not add to or take away    



THE SUN IS RISING AND SAMUEL IS GROWING

v. 19 “The Lord was with him – Let none of his 
words fall to the ground”

v.20 “All Israel knew – he was established to 
be a prophet

v. 21 The Lord revealed himself

4:1 the word of Samuel came to all Israel





THE SUNSHINE OF SAMUEL’S MINISTRY

The Sunshine speaks of Strength

The Sun shines in its strength

“He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His 
mouth went a sharp two-edged sword, and His 
countenance was like the sun shining in its 
strength.” Rev.1:16



GOD’S PEOPLE ARE DEFEATED

Chapter 4 tells how 4,000 are killed 

The people decide to “use” God by calling for 
the ark



GOD’S GLORY IS DEPARTED

30,000 are killed

The Ark is captured

Eli’s sons are killed

Eli dies

Grandchild is born and named “Ichabod”



Preparations that were made chapter 7:3,4

Prayer that was offered  7:5-9

Power that was demonstrated 7:10,11

Praise that was remembered 7:12



God’s Word is Declared 7:15-17

The Sun is Shining Brightly – 20 years of Philistine 
oppression is broken



TEXT



THE SUNSET OF SAMUEL’S MINISTRY

The Sunset speaks of Beauty



THE BEAUTY OF FINISHING WELL

Many do not finish well



THE SHADOWS OF SUNSET

8:3 “and said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do 
not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like 
all the nations.”

His work seems to be forgotten

His ways seem to be forsaken 8:3 “His sons walked not in his 
ways”



THE SERENITY OF THE SUNSET

The Ministry of Intercession 12:23
“Moreover as for me, Go forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord, in ceasing to pray for you but I will 
teach you the good and the right way”

The Ministry of Instruction Psalm 71:18



THE SPLENDOR OF THE SUNSET

The Intimacy of his Walk

1 Samuel 8:21

1 Samuel 9:15

“It’s not what we say but what they see.”



THE IMPORTANCE OF HIS WORK
Condemning Saul 
1 Samuel 15:10-22

Commissioning of David
1 Samuel 16:1

Samuel finishes well – 1 Samuel 25:1 “All Israel gathered 
and lamented Him”


