


Can a Christian Drink 

alcoholic beverages?



Why is this question being asked 
so frequently?



“Conflicting positions develop when the parties 
who ask the modern question select topical  

biblical information that may appear to support 
their predispositions, and then subjectively 

conclude their point of view Is the biblical answer 
and therefore a universal guide for practice.”  AG



Should a Christian drink 

alcoholic beverages?



“ Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but 
let God transform you into a new person by changing the 

way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will 
for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” 

Rom 12:2 NLT

“Don’t become so well adjusted to your culture that you 
fit into it without even thinking.”

Rom 12:2 MSG





Drunkenness is clearly condemned in the Old and 
New Testaments:

• The tragic outcomes of Noah and his sons (Gen. 9:20-27)

• Lot and his daughters when they became drunk (Gen. 19:30-
38)

• God’s pronouncement of “woe” to those who pursue strong 
drink (Isa. 5:11-12)



Drunkenness is clearly condemned in the Old 
and New Testaments:

• Drunkards cannot enter the kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10, 
Gal. 5:19-21)

• Drunkenness is contrary to Christian Living (1 Peter 4:3-4)



The current issue concerns the question of whether 
it is permissible for Christians to drink alcoholic 

beverages if they do not become drunk.



An unbiased study of the Old Testament causes 
such readers to conclude that alcoholic beverages 
should be avoided for the following reasons:

• Strong drink scrambles sound judgement and the capacity to 
make responsible decisions. (Lev. 10:9-11)

• Strong drink weakens spiritual and moral sensitivities (Isa. 5:11-
12)

• Strong drink can lead to addiction (Prov. 23:35)



An unbiased study of the Old Testament causes 
such readers to conclude that alcoholic beverages 
should be avoided for the following reasons:

• Total abstinence from fermented wine was the standard for kings, 
princes, and judges (Prov. 31:4-7)

• Total abstinence was also expected among all who sought the highest 
level of consecration to God (Num. 6:1-5, Judges 13:4-7, 1 Sam. 1:14-
15, Prov. 23:31, Jer. 35:2-6)



There are three passages of Scripture that proponents of social 
drinking often point to justify their behavior:

1. Jesus Turning Water to Wine

2. Jesus and the Disciples using wine at the Last Supper.

3. The Apostle Paul instructing Timothy to take a little wine for 
his stomach’s sake. 

A careful examination of these texts does not support an 
endorsement for drinking alcoholic beverages in moderation.



“Jesus Turning Water to Wine”

How do we know that no on who drank the miraculously produced wine 
became drunk? All true Christians believe these things:

• Jesus was the divine Son of God (John 20:30-31)

• God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone (James 1:13)

• Drunkenness is a sin (1 Cor. 6:9-11)

• If Jesus had offered an unlimited supply for guests to become drunk, He 
would be 1) tempting and 2) aiding and abetting the guests in sin.



“Jesus Turning Water to Wine”

• John 2:11 tells us Jesus performed this first miracle in Cana to 
“show forth His glory”. 

• To suggest that He first manifested His glory to His disciples 
by producing dozens of gallons of alcoholic wine so the 
celebrants could get wasted is beyond incredulous. 



“Jesus Turning Water to Wine”

• As we have seen, there is clear evidence that "wine" ("oinos" 
Greek) may refer to unfermented or fermented drink in the 
Bible. 

• And if even one person would have become drunk as result of 
something Jesus intentionally did, He certainly could not be 
the God of the Holy Scriptures.



“Jesus and the Disciples Using Wine 
at the Last Supper”

• It is significant to note that none of the gospel writers who 
recorded the episode in the Upper Room used the word 
“wine.”

• Instead, they all intentionally said, “fruit of the vine.” 



“The Apostle Paul instructing 
Timothy to take a little wine”

• This text strongly implies that young Timothy did not usually 
drink any type of wine used by others in New Testament 
times. 

• If this had been his regular practice, Paul would not have had 
to counsel him to take a little wine for medicinal purposes. 



“The Apostle Paul instructing 
Timothy to take a little wine”

• The only possible area such proponents can point to is their Christian liberty. 
Yet the Apostle Paul offered this testimony: 

• “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are helpful. I will not be 
enslaved by anything” (1 Cor. 6:12).  

• And again, “All things are lawful, but not all things are helpful. “All things are 
lawful,” but not all things build up. 

• Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor” (1 Cor. 10:23-
24). 





Discipline in 1911 the General Rules section 
summarized the opposition in a single word:

“We are commanded in God’s Word…to cleanse 
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit (2 Cor. 
7:1), such as the use, growth, sale or handling of tobacco 
in every form, or of morphine, or intoxicants…”



In the 1921 Discipline, the rule against using 
tobacco and alcohol in any form was expanded as 
noted here:

“The same restrictions are also placed on 
intoxicants, morphine, and all drinks containing 
narcotics.” (2 Cor. 7:1; 1 Cor. 10:31)



A dozen years later, the General Conference separated 
tobacco and alcohol, devoting an entire rule condemning 
alcoholic beverages, as indicated by this language in the 
1933 Discipline:

“The Pentecostal Holiness Church is utterly opposed to 
the manufacture, sale, and use of all intoxicants, and any 
other drink or drug detrimental in its effects.” (2 Cor. 
7:1)



This wording represented the official IPHC position on 
alcohol use for 36 years. After that time the General 
Conference strengthened the prohibition with a clear and 
forceful statement in the General Rules section of the 
1969 Manual:

“The Pentecostal Holiness Church forbids its members 
to manufacture, sell, or use all intoxicants, and any other 
drink or drug detrimental in its effects.” (2 Cor. 7:1)



The sectional heading “General Rules” was replaced with a less 
rigid sounding “Covenant of Commitment” in the 1989 Manual. 

“Since our bodies are the temples of the Holy Spirit and 
instruments of righteousness (1 Cor. 6:19; Romans 6:13), we 
must keep our bodies clean and consecrated for the Master’s 
use. From the beginning of our existence as a denomination we 
have expected our members to abstain from the use of tobacco, 
alcoholic beverages, and addictive drugs.”



The current 2017 Manual echoes the above directive for IPHC 
members:

“We believe the top priority of Christians is to ‘make it our aim to 
be well pleasing to God’ (2 Corinthians 5:9). ”

“We expect our members to abstain from the use and promotion of 
tobacco, alcoholic beverages, and any illegal addictive drugs, as well 
as addictive legal drugs, over-the-counter or prescribed, except under 
the supervision of a physician.” (2 Cor. 7:1) 







• 2.8 million people worldwide died in 2016 of alcohol-related 
causes. For people ages 15 to 49, alcohol is the leading risk 
factor for experiencing health problems.

• This new study found that many other health risks offset and 
overwhelm the health benefits. That includes the risk of breast 
cancer, larynx cancer, stroke, cirrhosis, tuberculosis, 
interpersonal violence, self-harm, and transportation 
accidents. 





• Max Griswold, a researcher at the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation in Seattle, Washington and 
lead author for a consortium of more than 500 experts, 
states the following:

• “There is no safe level of alcohol”

• “The protective effect of alcohol was offset by the 
risks”





• The New York Times published a report showing five alcohol 
companies helped fund — and potentially shaped the design 
of — a 7,800-person randomized controlled trial overseen by 
the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism.

• The researchers behind the study reportedly persuaded 
alcohol industry executives to fund them by arguing the trial 
“represents a unique opportunity to show that moderate 
alcohol consumption is safe and lowers risk of common 
diseases” — before they had even enrolled their first patient.





• No amount of alcohol is safe, according to The Global 
Burden of Diseases study, which analyzed levels of alcohol 
use and its health effects in 195 countries from 1990 to 2016.

• For younger people, the three leading causes of death linked 
to alcohol use were tuberculosis, road injuries and self-harm, 
according to the study. Drinking alcohol was also a leading 
cause of cancer for people older than 50.





• “Our findings are consistent with other recent research, which found 
clear and convincing correlations between drinking and premature 
death, cancer, and cardiovascular problems.” - Emmanuela Gakidou of the 

Institute for Health Metrics & Evaluation

• Estimations show that 6.8 percent of all deaths among men and 2.2 
percent of all deaths among women in 2016 were linked to alcohol-
related health problems.

• For people aged 50 and older, cancer was the leading cause of death 
associated with alcohol consumption, accounting for 27.1 percent of 
deaths among women and 18.9 percent of deaths among men, 
according to the analysis.





“Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by 
God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought 
you with a high price.  So you must honor God with your 
body.”  I Corinthians 6:19, 20 NLT

Our Love for Self



Our Love for Family
“You fathers - if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? Or if 
they ask for an egg, do you give them a scorpion?  Of course not!   Luke 11:11 NLT

“Don’t gaze at the wine, seeing how red it is,  how it sparkles in the cup, how 
smoothly it goes down.  For in the end it bites like a poisonous snake; it stings like a 
viper”.  Proverbs 23: 31,32. NLT

• Children are far more likely to follow parent’s examples rather than their advice.

• Children are much more likely to begin to drink alcohol when they see parents 
doing so.

• Children and wives are far more likely to suffer abuse from an alcoholic father or 
husband.



Our Love for Other Believers

“But you must be careful so that your freedom does not cause others with 
a weaker conscience to stumble.”

“Dear friends, I warn you as “temporary residents and foreigners” to 
keep away from worldly desires that wage war against your very souls.  Be 
careful to live properly among your unbelieving neighbors.  Then if they 
accuse you of doing wrong, they will see your honorable behavior, and 
they will give honor to God when he judges the world.”  

I Peter 2:11,12 NLT



Our Love for Society

• Christians are called by Jesus to be “salt” & “light” in their 
communities. (Matt. 5:13-16)

• Believers are instructed to “do good to all people.” (Galatians 
6:10)

• Non-believers recognize the lives of Christians that produce 
good results. (1 Peter 2:12)





Christ followers must ask these Questions:
• Does moderate drinking contribute to your spiritual growth and 

maturity?

• Will moderate drinking adversely affect your Christian witness?

• Does moderate drinking enhance your personal and private life?

• Is moderate drinking worth all the potential risks pointed out in this 
study?

• Is the expense of moderate drinking a wise appropriation of Christian 
stewardship?

• What is the motive behind your desire to drink in moderation?

• Should you be asking “Should I drink?” instead of “Can I drink?”



A Biblical Choice

As we have seen, the Bible is not ambivalent on the 
destructive, harmful consequences of consuming 
beverages with high alcoholic content. The scales are 
tipped heavily on the side of abstinence when it comes to 
the issue of social drinking in moderation.



A Wise Choice

Proverbs 20:1 confirms the wisdom of not being led astray by an 
enticement of strong drink.

• It is impossible to become a drunkard if one abstains from alcoholic 
beverages.

• We will face our choices at the Judgment Seat of Christ (Rom. 
14:12; 2 Cor. 5:10)

• We must live in such a way we will not be ashamed at His coming (1 
John 2:28)



A Moral Choice
Choosing abstinence accomplishes many things:

• It glorifies God

• It protects the individual

• It honors other believers

• It preserves families

• It unifies the Church

• It blesses society



Abstinence is not Phariseeism, but Christian 
discipleship. It is based on love, not legalism. 

Therefore, the International Pentecostal 
Holiness Church boldly, yet at the same time,  

lovingly re-affirms its commitment to 
abstaining from alcoholic beverages.


