
Easter Ideas During Coronavirus 
 

***Please Note***   The following are suggestions, crowdsourced from our amazing online 
community.  As you know, the situation regarding COVID-19 changes on a nearly daily basis. 
We urge you make every effort to follow the most recent guidelines issued by national, 
state/province, and local authorities regarding public events and gatherings.  
 

 
 
Easter Sunday 
 

 
 
As we all try to navigate doing church during a global pandemic, here are our top suggestions 
for planning your Easter services: 
 

1. Make sure you’re blessing your community.  As a team, be asking questions like: 
a. What does our community need right now? 
b. How can we serve our community? 
c. What part of our Easter plan is going to be about blessing other people and 

sharing God’s love? 
2. Crowdsource as many elements as you can of your Easter service. 
3. Make sure you have a system for digitally collecting people’s contact information so 

that you can follow up. 
4. And finally, and most importantly, preach the gospel!  The fact that Easter will be digital 

this year means there are fewer barriers than ever to people going to church on 
Easter.  If they decide to tune in to your service, make sure they’re hearing the 
message of Jesus!  

 
In this doc, you’ll find tons of ideas and resources for putting these suggestions into practice, 
as well as ideas for kids and families, egg hunts, promoting your Easter services, and 
celebrating Holy week. 
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Blessing your Community: 
 
These suggestions fall into two categories: First, we have ideas for meeting physical needs 
in your community.  Second, we have ideas for meeting relational needs.  Both are extremely 
important right now, and your church’s response will depend on your community’s needs and 
what your church is uniquely positioned to offer.  
 
Ideas for providing food, clothing, and other necessities: 
 

● Buy travel-sized hand lotions to donate to hospitals in your community, so that workers 
and patients can moisturize after frequent hand-washing. 

● Partner with local schools and/or nonprofits who are providing lunches to kids, or 
donate money to a local organization that is feeding children in need.  (One church 
pledged to donate a percentage of what people gave to the church to a local nonprofit 
helping feed kids- this idea drives generosity & shows that you are leading the way!) 

● Convert an outdoor space (such as a mini library or a foyer that you leave unlocked) 
into a mini food pantry. 

● Take meals to fire, police departments, and/or medial workers.  
● Partner with other churches and  local restaurants to provide meals to those in need. 
● Use door hangers to give out contact information to the people in your neighborhoods, 

to let them know how to contact the church if you can help by providing prescription 
pick-up, dinner delivery, etc. 

● Give your Easter offering away to a local outreach partner or specific ministry.  In order 
to promote this, start capturing footage of the work that ministry or nonprofit is doing 
NOW, and make a video that you can show during your service. 

● Make sure you are doing everything you can to minimize the exposure of the people 
you’re trying to help, and let them know you’re doing that by adding "Sanitized for Your 
Protection Stickers" to each community giveaway item. 

● Host a fundraiser, then use the money collected to buy a gift card from a local 
restaurant that delivers.  Then, give that gift card away to a nursing home, fire station, 
etc. 

 
Ideas for meeting relational needs: 
 

● Organize volunteers to make sure they are checking on up to 10 people throughout 
the week. 

● Do an Easter “Parade” for the community around your church, where you all decorate 
your cars and drive through the neighborhood. 

● Send handwritten letters of encouragement. 
● Order flowers to be delivered to local nursing homes, with one flower going to each 

resident and staff member. 
● Encourage the church to care for the physical and spiritual needs of neighbors, and 

share some stories of people who are living on mission right now. 
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Crowdsourcing your Easter Service: 
 

● Do a virtual Easter dance montage! Sending out the song and dances moves for 
families to learn, and have them send their videos back in to be put together and 
played on Easter Sunday. 

● Do an “Easter's best” photo contest. It gives the family a reason to still dress up (or at 
least dress up their kids). Collect email addresses and give a prize (or a few prizes).  

○ Use different categories if you offer multiple prizes: dressed up, dressed down, 
pets, etc. 

○ If you go the generosity route you could donate $1 (or whatever) for every 
submission or every social share... 

● Have kids tell the Easter story!  Here are a few variations: 
○ Send parents 3-5 questions for them to ask their kids about the Easter story, 

with a link for uploading videos of their interview to a dropbox or Google folder. 
Then, have someone from your church who’s good at video editing sift through 
and create a video from their responses.  It’s a nice way to transition between 
your online worship and message, naturally sets your pastor up to tell the real 
Easter story, and, best of all, gets families excited and involved in your service, 
even digitally. 

○  Have parents record their kids talking about what Easter and Jesus mean to 
them. Short clips. Then edit them all together to make a video. 

● Create a testimony video.  Here are a few variations: 
○ Reach out to a handful of families and ask them to share in 60 seconds or less 

about Gods provision and what Easter means to them. Have each family record 
their own videos and compile them together. 

○ Ask people to film themselves explaining how Jesus changed their life in 1 min 
and send it to you.  Then, create a testimony video using the clips! 

● Ask people to take a picture of themselves or their families watching online in the 
weeks leading up to Easter, hashtag and post on social media. Then, use the photos 
in the preservice countdown time before service begins on Easter Sunday.  

● Create an Easter skit!  Send the kids their lines, and have parents video them acting 
them out.  Then, put them all together to create a video. 

● Get parents to send in videos of their kids saying a bible verse from the message, then 
put them together. 

 
Digital Connect Cards: 
One of the best parts of doing services online is that it allows you to keep your next steps 
native to the platform.  Here are some suggestions for using digital connect cards during your 
services: 

1. Start the LIVE and in a fun way, and also strongly encourage EVERYONE to leave a 
comment. That is your attendance/roll call. 

2. Then encourage a next step of getting into a Facebook Group. As they request to join 
the Facebook Group, Facebook will allow you to ask people 3 questions. This is now 
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your “Connect Card.” One idea would be to ask them their email and phone number 
and how long they’ve been attending the church. 

That is the simple next step you ask people to take. It moves people to your digital 
community and it functions as your Connect Card. 

We have a free course on how to set up and run a highly effective Facebook Group  for 
your church. 

3. Then use your Facebook Insights as your high-level metrics. Reach, views, etc. 
4. Another option would be to encourage people to use keywords as comments during 

the live. Then use a chatbot or your hospitality team to follow up. For example, you 
could say, “If you are new just type connect in the comments. We’d love to reach out 
and get to know you.” 

5. You can follow-up with anyone using keywords after the live and reply with a comment. 
Then look for the “message” option and send them a message from the page. You 
could thank them for attending and include a link to your digital connect card via 
Messenger. 

Call to Salvation: 
Again, the fact that you’ll likely be doing church online means that you have an opportunity to 
keep next steps native to the platform!  While we’d love to hear more of your ideas on this, 
here’s the simple process we’re recommending: 
 

1. Preach the gospel!  The good news of Jesus’ resurrection never changes, and your 
church has an opportunity to share this message with more people than ever. 

2. Create an EASY next step that people can take if they’ve responded to the message 
and accepted Jesus as their Savior.  For example, say, “If you’ve accepted Jesus as 
your Savior, drop the praise hands (

🙌

) emoji in the comments and someone from our 
church will follow up with you!” 

3. Have people who are available to follow-up immediately and help get people plugged 
into your online community.  Train these volunteers in advance, so that they know what 
to do.  

 
Drive-In/Drive-Through Church: 
 
A lot of people wrote in to say that they were planning to do some sort of variation on drive-in 
church for their Easter services.  This is an understandably popular idea, however, some 
areas currently prohibit it because of the virus.  If this is your plan for Easter, great!  But, make 
sure that you’ve considered a back-up plan in case it rains or your state/local guidelines on 
public gatherings are tightened up. 
 















 




